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A lovely Easter Service,

with readings and

lively Easter Songs

telling the story of the

most important

Christian time of the

year, was held at the

All Saints  Parish

Church just before the

end of term. The service

was led by Year 4

pupils of the EP School,

supported by Year 2

children. Symbolic

items appropriate to

this time were placed

upon the cross, then

removed. Finally each

member of  the

congregation was

invited to place a

daffodil on the cross.

EP  EASTER  SERVICE

What a fabulous day for

the traditional Egg

Bowling on Paste Egg

Hill!

Over twenty children

arrived   just after 10.00 am

with their parents and

grandparents in glorious

sunshine,  to  listen   to

the welcoming music

provided by Noel

Jackson, concertina, and

Kon Conrad on guitar. Dr

EASTER  MONDAY  EGG  BOWLING

Noel Jackson, concertina, Kon Conrad on guitar with Dr Ian Brunt

Ian  Brunt  joined  in one

of the numbers as well. It

was kind of Dr Brunt to

allow the event to take

place on his land once

again as he has done for

the last 20 years. The first

thing to do was to dye the

eggs in traditional

materials by boiling them

in a  large pot situated in

a transit van. Burt Hunter

carried out this enjoyable

task.  Then it was time for

the Egg Hunt in the woods

while the eggs were

boiling, and the eager

children followed by

parents scrambled

through the woods

looking for the hidden

eggs in the undergrowth.

Judges,Noel Jackson and

Burt Hunter, awarded first

CLEAN  UP
LANCHESTER

DAY

Nicholas and Malcolm Laverick with David Selby

braving the inclement conditions whilst picking

up litter as part of the Parternership’s

‘Clean up Lanchester Day’.

(See page 4 for story and other pictures)

prize to young Annabel

Towse.At last it was time

for the Egg Bowling and

everyone scrambled up

the heights to Paste Egg

Hill.  As the grass was a

bit long, Burt Hunter

selected a steep pathway

for this exciting event.

The boiled eggs had to

be intact when they

stopped in order to

qualify - any with broken

shells were disqualified.

The winner was young

Jake Toase who bowled

his egg almost to the

bottom of the path.

The Junior Wildlife

Group has just been re

launched and is aimed

Children take part in the egg hunt

continued on page 5
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By  email:

lanchestervillagevoice

@yahoo.co.uk (please

include Village Voice in

the Subject line)

By  post:

The Village Voice, c/o

Lanchester Community

Centre, Newbiggen Lane,

Lanchester, DH7 0JQ

Telephone enquiries:

(01207)  520559
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To  advertise:

Contact John Hurran,

Advertising Manager, by

post at the above address.

Telephone: (01207) 520288

Email: villagevoice

adverts@talktalk.net

THE

VILLAGE

VOICE

IT'S ALL

ABOUT PEOPLE

Dear
Village....

The views expressed in letters
to the editor are not necessarily
those of the newspaper, the
editor or persons working for
the newspaper. The editor
retains the right to cut or
otherwise amend any letter
published. Letters must contain
your name, address and
telephone no., all of which
may be withheld at your
request.

Lanchester Community Centre

Phone: 01207 521275
Become a Friend of Lanchester Community Association

Having a meeting, party or function?

 Your Community Centre is available to hire

For more details contact John Wilson  (Community Association Manager)

3 FUNCTION ROOMS  AND 3 MEETING ROOMS AVAILABLE TO HIRE

WE CAN ALSO ARRANGE CATERING AND A  LICENSED BAR

FULLY EQUIPPED KITCHENS ARE ALSO AVAILABLE FOR SELF CATERING

SHOP AT LANCHESTER’S ON LINE COMMUNITY SHOP

www.buy.at/lanchestercommunitycentre

STAIRLIFT ACCESS TO ALL 2ND FLOOR ROOMS

Dear Sirs,

Eileen and George

Goodchild would like

to thank everyone

who gave and sent

them cards, presents

and flowers on the

occasion of  their

Diamond wedding

anniversary.

Thank you is  not

enough, they were all

very kind and we

enjoyed ourselves

very much.

Thank you for  making

our day a very happy

and enjoyable time

with fr iends and

family.

Eileen and George

Goodchild

The winning number in the

Community Draw for

March was 62. The draw

was made by Bill Woods

of the Gym.

On Monday 27th March,

my  2 year old son lost a

favourite “cuddly”

somewhere between

Kitswell Road and the

play park next to the

doctor’s surgery. The

toy, known as “bow

wow” , is a blue and white

dog, with a soft, “no

stuffing” blue body and

a white head. It was well

loved and therefore a bit

tatty. We have retraced

our steps several times,

and asked in the local

shops, but to no avail.

If someone has taken pity

on “bow wow”, and has

rescued him from the

gutter, and perhaps

given him a bit of a wash,

we’d love to hear from

you. Please help reunite

a boy and his toy. Tel:

Mrs Johnson 01207

529505.

On Friday 20th March the

wedding took place of

Brigitte Rom and Alastair

Murray    in    the   All

Saints Parish Church

Lanchester. The day’s

weather was really

unseasonably dry, warm

and sunny.

Brigitte was given away

by Bruce Cooper

w h o   t r a v e l l e d   f r o m

Sydney with Brigitte’s

mum Jean. Brigitte was

supported by two

bridesmaids Mrs

Caroline Peters  (friend

of  the bride) and Miss

Lindsay Murray

(bridegroom’s sister).

Alastair chose his

THE  WEDDING  OF  BRIGITTE  ROM
AND  ALASTAIR  MURRAY

brother Stuart as best

man and friend Matthew

Walsh as usher.

The male bridal party

wore cream suits with

cappuccino cravats and

co-ordinating waistcoats,

whilst Brigitte wore a

stunning lace strapless

dress in ivory by Caroline

Castigliano.

The   bridesmaids    were

in exquisite dresses

from Coast in Cappuccino.

They all carried bouquets

of white roses, freesias

and hypericum berries.

The church looked

beautiful and special

thanks go to the church

flower ladies.  

After the service,

conducted by Rev Peter

Waterhouse, 60 family

and friends enjoyed  the

reception at  Beamish Hall

where, because the

weather was so amazing,

they were able to enjoy

the champagne and

canapes outside in the

glorious grounds whilst

numerous photographs

were taken.

In the evening they were

joined by 40 more guests

and enjoyed the

entertainment provided

by Ben Crowther (friend

of Alastair) followed by

dancing to a seven piece

band - Grooveline.

Alastair and Brigitte in the Church with Bridesmaids,

Best Man and Usher directly after the service.

LOST!

COMMUNITY
DRAW

LETTERS
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For further information or to place an
order - Ring 01207 592059

Our farm shop & cafe in Knitsley offers a range
of traditionally reared meats, home baked
goods and local cheeses & dairy products.

We also have speciality food, drinks & a range
of  selected vegetables

 Gift Hampers can be pre ordered

NOT Made Your Will Yet?
Does it Worry You that ....

Your Children may not inherit all of your Home
and Savings ... the government and others could

get some?

Inheritance Tax, Care Fees and other costs
can devastate grieving families

Make Your Will

in the comfort of your own home

Because with the “Right” Will and advice
you can help ensure the maximum

possible goes to those you love....and not
to those you don’t!!

It all starts with a Will from £39.95* +Vat
*our standard Will

For a FREE Brochure or to arrange a FREE Home Visit.

Allguard Legal Services

We have our own specialist SOLICITOR.

 Wills Trusts Probate Estate Planning and Spanish Wills

www.150.allguardlocalwills.org

Call  0845 057 3376  Today

It is sad to have to report

the illness of Malcolm

McKenzie who was

rushed to The University

Hospital  of   N  Durham on

Sunday 5th April.

Malcolm is a founder

member of The Village

Voice when  it was started

in September of 2000.  You

will have read many of

his articles as one of the

paper’s main reporters

as well  as  being  its

The picture shows Malcolm and other founder members of the Village Voice

at the Shildon Printers in September 2000.  From left to right are

Martin Greenland, John Gray, the owner of the printing  firm John Smith,

Malcolm,  Alan Forster (holding a copy of the first edition),

Dorothy Maskery and a second of the printers.

editor for a long time.

We are pleased to report

that the latest news is that

he is improving.  We wish

him and his wife Anne

well and look forward to

his return.

Since mentioning the

Boldon Book in the last

issue of the Village

Voice when discussing

the Vil lage Green,

several people have

asked what the book

was all about. So here

goes.

William the Conqueror

had a hard time trying

to deal  with  us

Northerners. In fact,

when   he    sent    out

his Commissioners to

collect information for

his great survey, the

Domesday Book of

1086, there were no

entries for the lands

north of the Tees. The

king effectively passed

the control  of  th is

rebellious area over to

the Bishops of

Durham. Unlike

Bishops of today, these

men were r ich and

powerful Barons, who

ran expensive ‘prince

like’ courts from their

LANCHESTER  AND  THE  BOLDON  BOOK
Palace in  Bishop

Auckland.

In 1183, the ambitious

Lord Bishop Hugh du

Puiset  decided to

conduct  his  own

survey, to set the rents

and debts owed to him

by his tenants on these

northern estates. His

survey became known

as the Boldon Book,

because the Latin texts

place the village of

Boldon as  the key

entry.

According to  the

Boldon Book,  the

village of  Lanchester

was a  substant ia l

vi l lage with many

tenant farmers. It had

meadows, woodlands,

a mill and a millpond,

and a  manor farm

personally owned by

the Bishop.

There were ten

‘villeins’ who rented

the large farms, and

other ‘cottagers’ who

had small plots of land.

All  these paid

stipulated rents to the

Bishop, but in addition

had other obligations.

For example, they all

had to  mow the

meadow land on what

became the Vil lage

Green, and they had to

cart away the hay for

s torage.  They also

looked af ter  the

Bishop’s  pigs  by

taking them to feed in

the woodland. While

mowing  they   were

paid a  subsis tence

allowance, and for pig

duties they were given

a loaf of bread. All

tenants were required

to provide equipment

for  the Bishop’s

hunting parties which

were held in Upper

Weardale.

The survey also tells

us that some of the land

in Lanchester was not

farmed by the local

people. The Bishop’s

tenants  in  the

neighbouring small

villages of Greencroft

and Iveston had to

plough this land.

The Boldon Book

mentions some

Lancestrians in more

detail. Liulf, a highly

ranked tenant, had to

be the Bishop’s

personal messenger,

and do his legal work.

He would attend the

Bishop’s  hunts  in

upper Weardale, and

had to  br ing a

greyhound with him!

The Pinder, the man

who    looked    after

the enclosure where

stray animals were

impounded,  was

allowed  to collect

grain and thatching

straw  f rom the

villagers, but still had

to pay the Bishop an

annual rent, plus 40

hens and  300  eggs.

One very interesting

entry concerns the wife

of   Geoffrey   the

parson.  For  some

reason the Bishop had

given her a farmhouse

in an enclosure, and

eight acres of  land. The

survey does  not

mention her husband,

nor  tell  us  why she

was   the  recipient of

this  very personal

generosi ty .  We can

only guess at a reason!

So there  i t  i s ,

Lanchester  and the

Boldon Book ……..

Margaret Southworth

ILLNESS  OF  MALCOLM  McKENZIE
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North East Premier Hair Salon

Celebrating 28 yrs.

 in hairdressing
Specialist in all areas of Hairdressing

1-2 Front Street Lanchester

01207 520331

“North East Bridal Champions”

Beauty and Tanning

Front Street Lanchester

01207 529994 for appointment

BALMAIN REAL HAIR

EXTENSIONS AVAILABLE

Complete range of

beauty treatment

for

Women and Men

Alan Madrell Coach Tours

 3 Ivy Terrace Langley Park Durham DH7 9XW

For brochure ring 0191 3733145

DAY TRIPS

June 8th -12th Llandudno & North Wales £180 pp

Sat 16th May Gretna Green & Gateway Outlet

Village £10

July 4th -11th Paignton & English Riviera £335 pp

Wed 27th May Whitby & Heartbeat Country £10

TOURS

Madrell’s Coach trip to Seahouses in aid of the Sir Bobby Robson

Foundation raised a total of £1345.

Thank you very much to all who supported this trip.

SIR  BOBBY  ROBSON  TRIP

The weather forecasters

said it would be bad on

Saturday 28th March , but

it was worse! It was

appalling - we had rain,

hail, gales, minus 2

degrees temperature - yet

still sixty-two hardy folk

turned out to clean up the

THE  PARTNERSHIP’S  CLEAN  UP  LANCHESTER  DAY

village. And  they  did!

Those who were able to

brave the dreadful

conditions were amazing.

The skip was  completely

filled with cans, bottles,

paper and polythene

bags, a shopping trolley,

dog pooh bags and

(believe it or  not) dozens

of soiled nappies.

Another twenty-eight

people said that they

would pick up litter at

another time, so all in all,

despite the weather, it was

a very successful event.

The worst part of the

village was the entrance

to Dora’s Wood, where

people had fly-tipped a

lot of domestic waste.

Litter Education Action

Focus (LEAF) had been

running projects in the

schools timed to fit in with

the Clean-up Day. They

‘Professional’ Litter Pickers, George Jopling and Martin Durkin, picking

near Lynwood House. Both men pick litter most days on the Railway Line!

Organisers

and

pickers

shelter

from the

rain and

cold

during

The

Litterpick

day on

28th

March.

came to give the young

litter-pickers face

painting, but the weather

was too bad for children

and  LEAF’s gazebo blew

down. However their

messages of ‘Re use,

Renew and Recycle’ and

‘Don’t Litter’ have been

learned.

The District Council,

Dave the village

handyman  and   the

public spirited residents

who  pick litter

throughout  the   year

have made a big

difference. This was the

Partnership’s 4th annual

litter pick and everyone

agreed that each year

there had been less litter

than the year before.

But why do people put

dog pooh into bags then

throw the bags into

hedges?
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FOR  SALE
26 Humberhill Drive, Lanchester

Offers in the region of £174,950
SUPERB FAMILY HOME

Rare to the market, this immaculately presented, three

bedroom, semi-detached property is situated on a very

desirable, mature estate in the village of Lanchester. The

spacious floor plan briefly comprises Reception Hallway,

Lounge/Dining Room, Kitchen, Utility Room, whilst to

the first floor there are three bedrooms plus a family

bathroom. Externally there are well-kept gardens to the

front and rear plus an on-site driveway which accesses

a single garage. It also benefits from Gas Central Heating

and UPVC Double Glazing. The property has undergone

vast updating by the vendor to produce a well-finished

family home. Viewing is essential to fully appreciate this

fine property.

Ring 01207 528134 for an appointment

As fresh

As a .....
Have you forgotten how colourful

and “nice to touch” your carpets

used to be?

With Rainbow International, your carpets

are really deep down clean, brighter and

soft. They smell as fresh as a daisy.

We clean, care for and restore your

carpets, rugs and upholstery and

much more.

Do you need your Patios & Drives

power-washing? Save yourself the hard work

and let us do it for you. Simply call ......

Rainbow International
Durham & Stanley
01207 501730

Unit 5A Park Road South Ind. Est.

Blackhill Consett DH8 5PY

Email: c.jobling@rainbow-int.co.uk

Web: www.rainbow-int.co.uk
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M.T.S. ELECTRICS
Free Estimates

24 Hour Call Outs

OAP Discounts
Contact Mark: 07871 626928

All work carried out to British Standard Wiring Regulations

School  crossing patrol

Bill McGarry has a

permanent reminder of his

time helping youngsters

cross the road.

Children at St. Patrick’s

RC Primary School,

CROSSING  PATROL’S  ‘LOLLIPOP’
REMINDER
Dipton, presented Bill,

who lives in Lanchester,

with a mini ‘lollipop’ to

mark his retirement after

six years.

The children designed

and made the sign with

the words ‘we will miss

you’ emblazoned on it.

They also presented him

with a photograph of

himself in his Durham

County Council school

crossing patrol uniform.

Bill McGarry in his crossing patrol uniform with his Lollipop

EASTER  MONDAY
EGG  BOWLING

Burt Hunter boils

the eggs  using

traditional materials

to dye them by

boiling them in a

large pot in the back

of  a transit van.

at  famil ies .  Most

activities are centred

around the village or

Malton with some

away days. Look for

posters in the village

for places or times and

also in the What’s On

page of the Village

Voice.  For  fur ther

information,  Noel

Jackson may be

contacted on 01207

560684 or e-mail at

noelbats@onetel.com

Parents watch the children bowl the eggs

continued from page 1
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DAVISONS

01207 502355

Wedding Collection

now in store

Front Street, Leadgate

Come and see

our excellent

selection of

Wedding outfits

Lanchester Pharmacy
Front Street, Lanchester

Telephone/Fax 01207 520365

• Discounted perfumes and gift sets

• Toiletries

• Makeup

• Wide range of vitamins and
supplements

We are here for your

health and care needs

We are a “FRIEND” of the Community Centre

On Good Friday

evening Lanchester

Methodist Church was

completely filled with

people eager to hear

and experience the

message of Easter.

E n t h u s i a s t i c a l l y

conducted by Harry

Carr ,  the combined

choir of Stanley and

Conset t  Circui ts

shared the musical ,

ALIVE  TO  TELL  THE  STORY
“Alive to  te l l  the

Story”, beginning with

the miracle of raising

Lazarus to life again.

With real conviction,

Ted Spears took the

role of Lazarus and

began to unfold the

amazing s tory of

Christ’s passion and

resurrection.

The musical itself was

full of variety with

songs and music to

amuse, to probe, to

invoke awe and to

arouse emotion. The

very accomplished

band supported the

choir  and solois ts

throughout with some

expert  t iming and

musicianship.

Also, the following

members of the choir

took solo parts, Sylvia

King, Kay Moore, Joe

Bennet t ,  Bi l l  Carr ,

Gavin Hume, Paul Pine

and Trevor Macadoo,

al l  contr ibut ing

confidently to “telling

the story”.

Interspersed with the

singing were poignant

scenes from Jesus of

Nazareth and effective

dancing led by Ali

Grimes and Angie

Winter.  All added to

the powerful message.

Indeed,  the  whole

experience brought the

message of Easter alive

and everyone left the

Church on Good Friday

evening of the 10th of

Apri l ,  eager  to

continue to   tell   the

story of  Chris t ’s

amazing  love!

Margaret Coates

On  Saturday, April 4th

the Lanchester Brass

Band held their Patron’s

Evening in the

Methodist Church, and

certainly that was the

place to be that night!

Under the expert

conducting of Mr

Jonathan Fenwick, the

band played gloriously.

It   was  a   true    festival

of       music,      with      a

varied programme

which everyone

enjoyed immensely and

the lengthy and loud

applause  was proof of

this.

The audience al l

marvelled at the talent

of the performers on

their instruments and

there were some

LANCHESTER  BRASS  BAND
PATRONS’  EVENING

excel lent    solo

performances.   These

included Helen

Griff i ths  on the

Euphonium, Chris

Jones (cornet) and Ben

Johnson (Flugelhorn).

Jonathan presented

various awards to

members, largely for

their great commitment

to the group and the

work that  they  do  for

its smooth running.

Billy Bradshaw, Andy

Scoins, Rob Ballance,

Chris Johnson, Susan

Hayton and Chris

Jones received awards.

The latter was also

presented with the new

award in memory of

Ron Clarkson,  who

sadly died within the

last year and was a

founder  member of

Lanchester  Brass

Band.   Maureen

Clarkson was present

to see this award being

presented to  Chris

Jones.

As their final piece, the

band played ‘All in the

April   Evening’ which

was very fitting for the

approaching Festival

of Easter. The lengthy

appreciative applause

at  the  end of  the

performance merited

an encore and then we

had to let the players

go. Keep up the good

work everyone! We are

so glad to have you as

part of our community.

Brenda Craddock

Jonathan Fenwick and the members of the Lanchester Brass Band

stand to receive the applause of their Patrons at the end of a

particularly impressive concert on  Saturday April 4th in the

Methodist Church.
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THE BLACK BULL

LANCHESTER

Quiz Night
Every Tuesday starts 9.00pm. Entry Fee 50p.

Everybody welcome.

Sunday Night is Music Night. Join Our Singers

& Musicians from 8.00pm. All Welcome.

TRADITIONAL MASTER BUTCHERS

 & DELICATESSEN

Established 1959

21 & 25 FRONT STREET,

LANCHESTER, Co DURHAM, DH7 0LA

CRINNIONS OF LANCHESTER

BUTCHERS Tel: 01207 520376

DELICATESSEN Tel: O1207 520269

Domestic & Agricultural Fencing

Flail Hedge Cutting

(Free Quotations following inspection)

FRED EMERSON
TEL 01207 520817

MBL 07932 107813

ANP (N.E.) LTD

ALLEN & NICKY PHILIPS

DIRECTOR / OPERATORS

PROFESSIONAL CARPET

&

UPHOLSTERY CLEANERS

WALKED ON!

STOMPED ON!
RUN OVER !

ARE YOUR CARPETS &
UPHOLSTERY CRYING OUT

FOR HELP
IF SO YOU MUST CALL US

IMMEDIATELY

Phone: 01207 562182

Mobile: 07841677627

Email:

allen@cp1528.freeserve.co.uk

Ring Jeni, Michelle or Natalie

 for an appointment

01207 520926

QUALITY CARE

FOR YOU AND YOUR HAIR

There were short services

on the Green on Good

Friday (led by Reverend

Gavin Hume) and on

Easter Sunday (led by

Canon Spence).  It   was

good to have these

services in the open-air

and to use the green in

this way at Easter.

EASTER  SERVICES  ON  THE  GREEN

The picture shows

Canon Bob Spence

leading the service

on the Village Green

 on Easter Sunday.

Lenten lunches have

taken place each

Tuesday throughout

Lent, in the Methodist

church for all

denominations, because

it is a ‘Churches

Together’ initiative. Each

person who attended

brought a contribution

(sandwiches, fruit, crisps,

LENTEN  LUNCHES
Pringles, sausage rolls,

cheese and biscuits) for a

light lunch. Tea, coffee

and mugs of soup were

available. The lunch was

followed by an hour-long

session led by one or

other of our three clergy.

Mr Andrew Conner also

led one of the sessions. A

special Lent course was

used, which involved

listening to a tape for 10

minutes and then breaking

into groups for lively

discussion. Everyone who

came enjoyed the hour of

fellowship and discussion

and it was fairly well

attended, although there

was room for more!

Perhaps next year?

Holy Week leading up to

Easter  Day  could not

have had such a good

beginning. This beautiful

service was held in the

Roman Catholic Church

on  Palm Sunday, April

‘OLIVET  TO  CALVARY’
5th. It was another

‘Churches Together’

initiative  and  so the

choir consisted of

people from every

denomination. We have

some multi-talented

musicians in  Lanchester,

as   I  am  sure  you   know

and the whole

‘performance’ benefitted

from this. With Mr David

Hughes directing and Mr

Bill   Gray  accompanying

on   the   piano,   we  could

not   go   wrong.   The

soloists, Mr Richard

Woods, tenor and Mr Ian

Gray, bass were superb!

This great work was

interspersed with

appropriate Palm Sunday

hymns with which the

congregation could join

in and a holy peaceful

atmosphere and a sense

of unity was present

throughout the service.

Brenda Craddock

David Hughes Musical Director and Bill

Gray accompanist pose for a photograph at the

Churches Together initiative.

Mrs D Horswill (93) 

and  Mrs  Peggy

Atkinson (89)  at the 

Lent Lunch on the

24th of March
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This  meet ing on

Tuesday April the 14th

was    preceded   by

the Annual  Vil lage

C o n f e r e n c e .

Counci l lor  Ossie

Johnson chaired the

conference and there

were two main items to

report.  These were:

1.  the two new

appointments  made

very recently for clerk

and village handyman

were giving the

greatest satisfaction;

2. a village resident

expressed her concern

about the amount of

cycling  that is taking

place on the

pavements  in  the

village. She  was able

PARISH  COUNCIL  APRIL  2009
to  quote  two

incidences when a

nasty accident could

have occurred and was

very narrowly avoided.

Mr   Johnson   said that

the Highway

Management should be

alerted, as the safety

of           the      people

of  Lanchester  is

paramount.

Mr Colin Burton

suggested that  the

Village Voice could

perhaps br ing this

matter to the whole

village. It could alert

people  to  see  this

problem and inform

them of general safe

cycling. It was pointed

out  that  both the

primary schools in the

vi l lage have cycle

prof ic iency classes

but ,  of  course ,  the

message must  go

beyond the schools to

the general public.  It

was pointed out that

that  cycl ing on

pavements is illegal.

One of the councillors

suggested that when

the new cycling tracks

are opened at Kitswell

Road,  good safe

cycl ing could be

emphasised.

The view was

expressed that there

ought  to  be more

consultation between

the pol ice  and the

residents  of

Lanchester. The CCTV

cameras are present in

the village but are they

being used effectively?

The council meeting

then began with the

Police Report, which

was read out.

There had been 9

Rowdy Nuisance and 2

vehicle  nuisance

complaints, 5 thefts, 1

burglary and 2 criminal

damages but  this

month no vehicle

cr ime,  ie  s tolen or

broken into. This time

the three thefts of lead

were from the roof of

the sixth   form   college.

The  C of  E church

escaped - this time!

Reference  was  made

to the Lanchester

Nurseries site and its

unsightly condition.

The police are aware of

this and the matter is in

hand.

Attent ion was then

drawn to the problem

of  litter  in   the  various

locat ions in

Lanchester. There had

been a complaint from

Woody Close Farm,

which borders  St

Bede’s school and the

school  had been

approached about the

matter .   I t  was

suggested that  St

Bede’s  School  be

asked what their  policy

was concerning litter

so that some strategies

could be put in place.

The garage across the

road from the school

was approached about

the l i t ter  they

encountered but they

did not want to co-

operate  with  any

strategies that could be

put  in  place.  Mr

Wardle said the school

had had a litter-pick

day   and that there was

a definite improvement

especially at the bottom

of Maiden Law bank

near the bus stop there.

Councillor Margaret

Gray said that as a

governor of the school

she would  monitor

progress on this issue

of  litter.

There was a

considerable l ist  of

c o r r e s p o n d e n c e

dealing with issues

that had  gone before

and there  was a

lengthy note of the

event  which takes

place on Saturday April

26th namely the grand

opening of  the

Kitswell Road Project.

A real ly  excel lent

programme for this

event has been drawn

up and it is hoped that

there  wil l  be  a

significant number of

people there. It is great

news  for   the   youth of

our village and must  be

recognised by the

community of

Lanchester. A great

deal of hard work has

been carried out by a

number of people to

ensure its success, and

it is hoped that the sun

will shine to make    it     a

never   to    be forgotten

event .  Counci l lor

Johnson expressed his

absolute delight that

the project had come

to fruition and it would

prove to be a big asset

to  the  vi l lage.  He

suggested that a letter

be sent to Mr Simon

Green to thank him for

all his hard work.

Croft View Hall and its

future  were to  be

further discussed at a

special meeting and

Counci l lor  David

Lindsay agreed to go

and represent  the

council. Its outcome

would be brought to

the next meeting.

The f inancial

statements  were

presented and were

shown as  very

positive.

On a final business note

it was stated that the

mole catcher   is   doing

a s ter l ing job of

eliminating the moles

whose little ‘earth hills’

seem to be everywhere

in  Lanchester    and

the vi l lage green

especially is looking

much healthier.

Counci l lor  Johnson

closed the meeting but

not before he asked if

the Village Voice could

express the council’s

very    good      wishes

to Mr Malcolm

McKenzie,  who,  it was

reported,    is  very

poorly  in  hospi ta l .

They  want  him  to

know how much they

appreciate  the

extremely hard work

that he does for them

in  so  many ways and

they are so sorry about

his illness. They hope

he is soon very much

better and look  forward

to the time when he can

attend their meetings

again.

Brenda Craddock
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Precious Moments caught forever

DURHAM ELECTRICAL MAINTENANCE ENGINEERS

18 BROADOAK DRIVE, LANCHESTER  DH7 OQA

Phone 01207 529145  Mobile 07786 233417

EMAIL DEMEltd@taltalk.net

Contact Paul Milburn for a Free Estimate.

Domestic & Commercial Electrical Work

carried out to IEE Wiring Regulations

Rowan Groundworks

DRIVEWAYS; BLOCK PAVING

DRIVES WASHED & SEALED

FLAGGING & PATIOS

CONCRETE

DECORATIVE GRAVEL

LAWNS

Phil Chybowski

Phone: 0191 5192264

Mob:   07960044896

Mob: 07789488351

phil.chy@eidosnet.co.uk

Driveway Specialists

J. DANIELS JOINERY

All domestic Joinery work undertaken

~Door~Skirting~Loft storage~Spindles

Time served joiner specialist in property

renovation. References available.

For a free quote call Jon on

Tel: 01207281546

Mob: 07786248574

KITCHENS DESIGNED AND FITTED

ALL TYPES OF PLASTERING AND BRICKWORK

Re-Skims, Ceilings, Concreting, Pointing ... etc

Over 20 Years’ Experience.  All Work Guaranteed

Free Estimates.  No Job Too Small

QUALITY WORK AT AFFORDABLE PRICES

Telephone: (01207) 284881 Mobile: 07813 339467

Gardening  in  May

You can almost see your

garden growing this

month as the warmer

weather and longer

daylight hours boost

growth.  There are lots of

salad and veg crops to

sow   now  and  many

seeds will germinate

within days. 

Lawns

Continue to cut your

grass regularly and it is

still a good time to apply

selective weedkillers and

fertilisers if you did not

do it last month.  Laying

turf is the fastest and most

reliable way of getting a

good lawn and this is

especially true in May

when warm temperatures

encourage the roots to

establish quickly.

Borders

Continue to provide some

support for your taller

perennials this month so

that they do not flop later

in the year.   If you have

any camellias,

rhododendrons or

azaleas remember to

deadhead them.  You also

need to deadhead any

tulips and narcissus.  For

the best  results, it is useful

to dig compost into the

soil prior to planting out

your summer bedding. 

Remember to harden off

any tender bedding plants

raised under glass and to

only plant them out when

any risk of frost has

passed.  This is usually at

the end of May.  It is also

useful to sprinkle some

fertiliser around the base

of your hedges and

shrubs. 

Vegetables

Sowing your vegetable

crops in rows is easy and

May is a good time to do

it.  Most seed packets

carry good planting

instructions about seed

depths.  You should:

1.  make a shallow drill or

channel in the soil using a

hoe or stick;

2.  water the soil to ensure

it’s thoroughly moist,

then leave it to drain;

3.  sow seeds thinly along

the row and cover them to

the correct depth with fine

soil or compost, then pat

down to firm the soil;

4.  once the seeds come

up thin them out to the

correct spacing.

During this month you

need to continue to pick

your rhubarb and cut

down any raspberry

suckers growing between

the rows.  You need to hoe

weekly to keep annual

weeds under control.

General

Spreading a covering of

bark or dark compost on

borders gives them a neat

finish, helps stop water

loss and suppresses

annual weeds. 

Scrub clean any decking

that you have and re-stain

to preserve the timber. 

Also, apply a coat of

varnish to your garden

furniture.

As always, happy

gardening in May and let

us hope for fine, warm

weather this month to give

a good boost to growth.

Deborah Ferguson,

Volunteer Co-ordinator

from Durham CC,

managed to get a few

volunteers, via Michael

Horsley, to carry out

repairs and remove

LANCHESTER  VALLEY  WORK
PARTY

Michael Horsley, Rachel Jackson and Ken Johnson, hard at work

clearing the steps into Dora’s Wood

vegetation  from   the   steps

into Dora’s Wood on a

fine morning, on  Saturday

4th   April.  Some of  trees

and bushes alongside the

path were also thinned

out.

Numbers of volunteers for

this very worthwhile

project were low and more

support to help with this

project would be much

appreciated for work in

the future.
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Is your lawn full of MOSS

after the long, wet miserable

Autumn/Winter we are

currently experiencing?

Why not have the MOSS

removed by having your lawn

professionally Aerated and

Scarified.

Call the FREEPHONE below

for your FREE quotation.
FREEPHONE

0800 1695009

D. FORSTER
EST 1995

U.P.V.C. WINDOWS & DOORS
ALL ASPECTS OF U.P.V.C. UNDERTAKEN

FASCIA - GUTTERING - SOFFITTS

NO SALESMAN

 CALL  FOR  FREE  QUOTATION

HOME: 01207 581009

MOBILE 0771 820 1050

F.E.N.S.A. REGISTERED COMPANY No 30009

All windows and doors 70mm internal

beaded to British Standards

Bow Windows

from £650

Doors

from £350

* BUILT-UP FELT ROOFING * SLATING *

* TILING * GUTTERING * uPVC FASCIAS *

* SOFFITTS etc.

- ALL WORK GUARANTEED -

FREEPHONE: Andy 01207 529936

Mobile: 07753 353906

After what might well be -

according to Reduced

Handel’s Musical

Director Andrew Fowler -

the longest ever interval

(December 17th, 2008 to

March 31st, 2009)

between Part One and

Parts Two and Three of

the Messiah, the

audience in a packed

Lanchester Methodist

Church hummed with

anticipation as the

programmed 8.00 pm start

approached. The second

part of Handel’s

“Messiah” was, by

popular request, about to

begin.

The first part of the

“Messiah” had been

presented to raise funds

for an orphanage in

Liberia, a project

developed by Mel and

Sue Somersall from their

involvement with Mercy

Ships visiting West

Africa . A talented group

of musicians - the

Reduced Handel

Company - had provided

their services free of

charge to support the

project. The evening had

been such a success, both

musically and financially,

that the “second part” had

been arranged.

Promptly at 8.00 pm the

musicians filed into view

WORTH  WAITING  FOR:
REDUCED  HANDEL

“The Reduced Handel Company” Back Row (l to r) Jonathan Stokoe,

Nicholas Lawrence, Eileen Evans, Gregory Pullen, Tom Glendining, James

Lancelot, James Morgan (inset) Front Row (l to r) Emily Brown, Rebecca

Lancelot, Kathryn Crowder, Mary Tyers, Andrew Fowler (Musical Director),

Jason Walsh, Michael Hickman.

and took their seats. To

the two violins, viola,

cello and harpsichord -

played on this occasion

by James Lancelot - had

been added Tom

Glendinning, Soprano

Cornetist with the Reg

Vardey band, on trumpet.

Shortly afterwards, the

singers followed and the

audience hushed for the

delicate Soprano

opening.

Once again, the simple

genius of producing the

Messiah with only eight

voices was confirmed.

Each note, each musical

phrase, each solo, each

chorus showed the beauty

of Handel’s work in

pristine clarity.  The

audience sat entranced as

the four voices through

eight singers balanced

beautifully with the

strings, harpsichord and

trumpet ornamentation.

Chorus followed Air

followed Recitative until,

all too soon the first part

ended with the Hallelujah

Chorus and the audience

sat for a moment in

appreciative silence before

bursting into loud

applause as the performers

left the floor for a short,

and well-deserved, break.

The short interval passed

quickly and soon the

musicians entered to take

their places to loud

applause, a welcome which

was   repeated   as  the

singers followed shortly

afterwards.

Again the talented group

delighted the audience as

they highlighted the

intricate detail of Handel’s

music. All too soon the final

chorus was reached and

the performance ended.

Again, a moment of awed

silence held the audience,

and then a wave of

applause crashed onto the

performers.  Time   and

again the performers

acknowledged the

applause and still the

audience would not let

them leave, and then

summoning them back

once again. It was clear that

the performance had been

an outstanding musical

success.

It proved also to have been

a financial success for the

cause which Mel and Sue

Somersall had “adopted”

in Liberia. A slide show

during the interval had

illustrated the project

which, thanks to the

Reduced Handel

Company, again providing

their talents “gratis”,

would benefit to the tune

of £1,816.50p from the

evening’s entertainment.
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LANCHESTER SOCIAL CLUB

Newbiggen Lane

Wednesdays at 6.00 pm

Tel Lesley 07950270275

PAINTING & DECORATING
Contact

SUSAN

01207 528839 or 07760310276

Lanchester based Painter and Decorator

Phone

All work fully insured

DENESIDE
TAXIS

Local friendly service

Competitive rates

Tel: LANCHESTER

528882

(Kevin)

Tables full of cakes donated by parents of

children who attend the EP school where

an Anderson child is a pupil, to help the

Anderson family.

EP  SCHOOL  ‘CAKE A THON’  TO  AID  FIRE  VICTIMS

Girls on duty sell a raffle ticket to Mrs Startup at the EP

School. The quickly arranged ‘Cake a thon’ and Coffee

Afternoon in aid of the Anderson family, whose house in

Cecil Crescent, Lanchester was gutted by fire on 17th

March and reported in last month’s Village Voice.

An enormous £800.10 was raised to help the Anderson

family in their hour of need.

SPRING  SHEEP

What a delight to see a spring scene showing

a ewe and her two young lambs all enjoying

the spring sunshine in a field near

Lanchester.

Such a sight is one which makes us feel good

to be alive on a day when the sun warms our

backs as we walk across the fields.

  April is the month when we not only see the

lambs in the fields but also a host of spring

flowers like primroses, cowslips, wood

anemones and celandines.
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About 15 children

between the ages of 5

years and 10 years

enjoyed themselves in the

Library for an hour being

taught to make ‘Easter

LEAF  IN  THE  LIBRARY

Children in the Library who created ‘Pop up Easter Cards with Melanie Howd

A seat at the Theatre was

on offer for the pupils of

the EP School on

Wednesday 1st  April.

The Kinetic Theatre were

visiting the school with

their performance of

‘Lamps in the circuit’.

There were only two

performers, James Ashton

and Kate Sefton but

together they took five

parts! They both said how

rewarding their work was

because at the same time

as helping youngsters to

appreciate theatre it was

also a learning experience

for them.

In this case pupils would

be learning more about

electricity; circuits,

electrons, positives and

negatives, batteries,

insulators and

conductors, energy

sources, electric currents,

elements, were all part of

the action and vocabulary

of the play which was

actually performed in

pantomime style and

included audience

participation. At one point

several children went on

stage to take a part in the

play and there was good

background music and

some solo singing

performances by the

actors.

As in all good

pantomimes, good

LAMPS  IN  THE  CIRCUIT
triumphed over evil,

which in this case was

Polly over the wicked

Electra. In the question

time which followed the

play some children asked

very pertinent questions,

proving that they had

Children at the EP School learn about electricity through drama

Pop up Cards’ by Melanie

Howd, from Groundwork,

West Durham. LEAF

means Litter Education

Awareness Focus and

the slogan which Melanie

uses with the children is

‘less litter more leaves’.

All the children having

made their beautiful cards,

were given a good quality

Bobble Hat with the word

LEAF embroidered on it

along with a pledge,

which stated ‘rubbish in

bin’, ‘recycle where

possible’, ‘spread the

litter pledge’, and a

LEAF sticker to take

home. This was certainly

a worthwhile exercise

and hopefully the anti

litter message will be

retained by the children.

been listening and

learning and it was

obvious that the children

had had yet another rather

ingenious and very

enjoyable, learning

experience.

Brenda Craddock
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From the 23rd - 27th of

March, St Bede’s School

put on a production of the

much-loved musical

Oliver. The week was a

resounding success and

tickets were sold out for

nearly all the

performances, due to the

huge support, not just from

the family and friends of

those involved, but also

from the local community

as a whole.

Students from all year

groups were involved

which gave the production

a great range of acting and

musical talent as well as

encouraging mixed year

group friendships to

flourish. Elizabeth Davis

in year 12, who played

Mrs Sowerberry the

undertaker’s wife, said

that, “It was great to be

involved in something like

OLIVER

this as it gave the

opportunity to get to

know people that

otherwise there would be

little chance to meet.”

The cast had been

practising religiously for

many months to perfect

the show and this was

clear through the degree

of professionalism

displayed throughout

the performance. Carina

Smith was amazing in the

role of Nancy, Billy

Connelly was truly

terrifying as Bill Sykes

and Connor Robinson

delivered a great

performance as Fagin.

Not to mention Simon

and Tim Biasi who, in

their respective roles as

Oliver Twist and the

Artful Dodger,

commandeered the stage

with their talent. It was

clear for all to see the huge

potential that these two

brothers possess.

During the interval, food

and drink were available

to purchase and there was

a raffle announced by Mrs

Bates before the second

part of the performance

began. For those who did

come along to support

people involved, no

doubt the cast and school

would like to take this

opportunity to thank you.

Oliver was a great show

and thoroughly enjoyable

for the cast, everyone who

worked on it behind the

scenes and of course the

audience. At the end of

the evening it was

announced that next

Billy Connolly (Bill Sykes) and Carina Smith

(Nancy)

Elizabeth Davis, Rebekah Fenwick, Anna

Costello, Carina Smith (Nancy), Conor

Robinson (Fagin), and Tim Biasi (Artful Dodger)

at the dress rehearsal

David Hopper, Simon Biasi, Andrew Fiddes and Hayley Johnson on stage

along with members of the chorus

BILL ‘N’ GEOFF’S
REAL DAIRY ICE CREAM

Andy Allen

0 7 9 1 2 2 7 4 1 6 0
Upper Houses Farm

Lanchester DH7 0RL

Tel 01207 523200 Fax: 01207 521085

BILL ‘N’ GEOFF’S  BIRTHDAY
COMPETITION

As part of our Birthday

celebrations, we’re giving

local people the chance to

choose two new flavours

to add to our current range,

Chocolate Heaven,

Farmhouse Pleasure,

Strawberry Delight and

Vanilla Sensation.

We’re setting a competition

in two sections, for those

under 16 years of age and

the second category is for

those over 16. You must

think of a new flavour, give

it a name, and present your

ideas for the packaging of

the product.

“Bill ‘n’ Geoff’s Ice

Cream” comes from

your own local

Lanchester Dairies and

is made from milk and

cream from farms in the

Tyne and Derwent

Valleys. We use only

simple and pure

ingredients, producing a

luxury ice cream which is

extremely popular across

the North East. Perhaps

you could use the local

aspect of our product in

your competition entry

to reflect local traditions

and background.

To enter our competition,

email us at: Billngeoffs

@lanchesterdairies.co.uk

 OR send your ideas by

letter to: “Bill ‘n’ Geoff’s

new flavours”, Upper

Houses Farm, Lanchester,

Durham, DH7 0RL.

Closing date is 29th May

2009. Prizes will be

awarded to the winners

in both categories.

Look out for our

Birthday celebration

tasting day in

Lanchester during July!

GOOD LUCK

Andy Allen

year’s show is to be

‘Godspell’ so it’s

advisable to book your

tickets as soon as they

come out as no doubt it’s

going to be another sell-

out. I’m sure the cast

cannot wait until that time

comes around and they

can be back on stage

doing what they love. It’s

true; they’ve caught the

acting bug!

Claire Hogarth
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On the last day of the

Spring Term (April 3rd)

at the EP School,

parents, members of

staff and children from

nursery to Year 6 had all

decorated an egg for the

competition of ‘Best

Decorated Egg’. There

was a wide variety of

styles and design

including - An

Eggcentric Scientist, An

Eggstatic Avalanche,

A Ballerina, Mickey

Mouse and his

companion Minnie,

Trigger the Horse, Egg

Spider, Mad Professor,

An Easter Chick Parade,

and The First Easter

Egg. The latter had the

advantage of being

placed on a base of

cardboard amidst the

essentials of an Easter

garden showing the

symbols of Easter,

namely the Cross and

the Easter Tomb from

which Christ emerged

alive; in other words

The Resurrection. The

theme of New Life and

New Birth is at the heart

of the Easter Message

and this was reflected

throughout the school

in pictures painted by

the children and in

displays, the most

lovely one being a cross

decorated entirely with

beautiful yellow

daffodils.

An independent judge,

Jill Gleghorn, a school

links Inspector from

County Hall, had

judged the eggs, having

visited the school the

day before,  She had

said what a difficult task

it had been because all

the eggs were of a very

high standard. There

was a first and second

prize winner in each of

the classes and Mrs

Davis read out the

names of the successful

pupils. They were then

each given a boxed

Easter Egg. Their

delighted faces said it

all

There was a very

captivating surprise by

the nursery children.

They provided an Easter

Parade of Easter

Bonnets, all of which

were very beautiful and

creative. They

confidently paraded

round the hall in their

hats, so that every class

in the school could see

them.

Parents had been invited

for coffee/tea for the last

part of the afternoon so

that they could look at

all the Easter Eggs. It

was a very successful

and happy afternoon.

The previous day the

Inspector had been very

impressed with the

school, staff and pupils

and commented on the

very happy atmosphere

in the school. The pupils

benefit from excellent

learning experiences and

the dedication to their

needs of the head

teacher Mrs. Davis and

all her staff. A warm

welcome always awaits

you at the school.

Brenda Craddock

EGGS TRAVAGANZA

Easter egg competition prize winners

Easter symbols including the cross

Nursery Easter Bonnet Parade
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March 19th was the 29th

birthday of the Thursday

Club and we celebrated the

event in the sumptuous

surroundings of Langley

Castle.

We set off mid morning,

arriving at the castle in nice

time for a quiet sit in the

delightful great hall before

moving on to the

Josephine restaurant for

lunch.  We enjoyed a super

meal of  for starters soup/

smoked salmon and prawn

salad/cheese and apple

THURSDAY  CLUB  29TH  BIRTHDAY  PARTY  OUTING

Thursday club members at Langley Castle

tart, main course was lamb/

salmon/a vegetarian

choice, puds were lemon

parfait/crumble/choc

terrine followed by coffee

/tea with mints.

We called into Hexham

on the way home, arriving

back in the village by 6pm.

Wonderful weather, a

captivating castle,

fantastic food, super

scenery, convivial

company and a little retail

therapy all added up to a

really good day out for

the Thursday Club.

Celebrations continued

into the April meeting

when, instead of  the usual

biscuits, we ate birthday

cake with our coffee.

We all agreed ... one of

the best.

Durham 6th Form

College students, Lucy

Dunn and Julia Wilmott

(Robyn Grange was

unable to attend), held

their Coffee Morning at

PERU  GIRLS
the Community Centre

on April 9th to raise more

funds for their visit to

Peru in July. Lots of

people turned up to

support them and they

were helped with the

event by parents and

grandparents. On sale

were some mouth

watering cakes and there

was an excellent tombola.

Martin and Chloe buying a Tombola ticket from Lucy and Julia

Rutherford’s Repairs
“NUTS ABOUT CARS”

Motor Vehicle Servicing     Vehicle Repairs

MOT work carried out     MOT’s Arranged

Rear of 21 Front Street, Lanchester DH7 0LA

rutherfordsrepairs@hotmail.co.uk

01207 521044   07870514572
Please Call For A Quote

MICHAEL HARROP
uPVC DOORS, WINDOWS & CONSERVATORIES

Double Glazing Repair Service Available For

Failed Units Including Fittings: Door Locks

Hinges etc.Facia and Guttering
46 Gill Street Consett

Co. Durham DH8 7JT
Telephone (01207) 504230

Mobile 07828128689FENSA

REGISTERED COMPANY

A. M. ELECTRICAL

• ALL WORK UNDERTAKEN

• DOMESTIC & COMMERCIAL

• FREE CALL OUT
Adam Metcalf

Tel: 0191 3736676

Mobile: 07966 377416
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Oakwood Stables,

Lanchester, put on a

‘fun day’ on Easter

Monday for Liveries,

Helpers and Stable

Hands.

Activities included a

Tack Turnout, Ridden

Class, Show Jumping

and Games. Everyone

FUN  DAY  AT  EQUESTRIAN
CENTRE

Parade in the indoor Arena

For the first time the

National Vintage Tractor

Road Run came to

Durham, organised by

Brian Watson. Entrants

came from all over Britain

many of them flying their

national flags. Entrants

from as far away as

Somerset, Norfolk, Wales

and Ayrshire were

spotted coming through

Lanchester in a colourful

cavalcade. Some entrants

pulled trailers where

friends and family

travelled to enjoy the

County Durham

landscape on a fine sunny

day.

The route was 25 miles,

both on and off road, and

370 tractors took part. The

event took place on Easter

Sunday beginning at

Ushaw Moor College,

with new modern tractors

on view as well as some

trade stalls. The circular

route included Witton

Gilbert, Maiden Law,

Lanchester, Esh Village,

Quebec, Cornsay

Colliery, New

Brancepeth, Esh Winning

and Bearpark. The event

raised money for the

Multiple Sclerosis

Society and Epilepsy

Action.

VINTAGE  TRACTOR  RUN

WESTLANDS
Dental, Cosmetic & Implant Studio

26 Front Street26 Front Street26 Front Street26 Front Street26 Front Street

LanchesterLanchesterLanchesterLanchesterLanchester

Co DurhamCo DurhamCo DurhamCo DurhamCo Durham

01207 52026501207 52026501207 52026501207 52026501207 520265

Customised, beautiful and youthful smiles
A great smile is an important part of the overall impression a person makes

to the world. An appealing smile increases one’s appearance, confidence

and self esteem.

Many people want to change their smiles!
Discolored, crooked, gapped, cracked, or worn teeth can be transformed to

create a vibrant more youthful smile. We are delighted to offer the latest

facial aesthetic treatments. These procedures can help soften expression

lines and define facial contours. They are quick and easy to undertake and

the results can have the effect of turning back the years.

Contact the practice today and take the first step in turning back timeContact the practice today and take the first step in turning back timeContact the practice today and take the first step in turning back timeContact the practice today and take the first step in turning back timeContact the practice today and take the first step in turning back time

who took part received a

rosette or a trophy. There

followed a BBQ, ideal for

such a lovely, sunny,

warm day Many

donations were made by

those who attended and

the sum of £93 was

donated to Willow Burn

Hospice.

Some of the tractors trundling along Newbiggen Lane

One of the Welsh drivers proudly displaying

his national flag on the Tractor Run

Malcolm Rose, a

member of Lanchester

Bowling Club, who

recently moved here

with his wife Pat from

Canada has won the

SUCCESS  FOR
LANCHESTER

BOWLER
men’s 4-wood

competition indoors at

Consett. Not bad for

someone who had never

played full mat bowls

before this season.
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LANCHESTER PLUMBING & HEATING

GAS SAFE REGISTER & OFTEC ENGINEERS

FROM A LEAKING TAP TO COMPLETE CENTRAL HEATING SYSTEM

COMPETITIVE QUOTES ~ FREE ADVICE

NO CALL OUT CHARGE

 INSTALLERS OF SOLAR HOT WATER SYSTEMS ~ RING FOR DETAILS

CALL BARRY ON 01207 528139

Visit our showroom at
6-8 Station Road Stanley Co Durham DH9 0JL.

Or for free estimate and advice call

01207 299 887
www.flickersfires.co.uk

Condensing boiler installations

Landlord Service and CP12’s

Save money on your fuel bills - Power flush
your system

Worcester Bosch approved for all installations,
services and repairs

ACS  approved
GAS SAFE REGISTER 183856, Est. 1983

All gas appliances serviced and repaired

Family run business supplying
Fires and surrounds and full central

heating systems
Natural gas, LPG and solid fuel specialists

David Chapman

Plumbing & Heating
Established 1981

Water Industry Approved Plumber

For free estimate and advice

Telephone: (01207) 521501

Mobile: 07977 502536

GAS SAFE REGISTER

GAS
SAFETY

You will notice that our

Heating and Plumbing

advertisers have

changed their adverts this

month to include the new

GAS SAFE REGISTER

logo. The Government

has introduced this new

registration system for

Gas Engineers to replace

the existing Corgi system.

The change took effect

from 1st April 2009 and

from this date only GAS

SAFE REGISTER

Engineers should be

used for any work in your

home. Every Engineer will

carry a registration card

with their own unique

registration number.

Before you have any work

done please check their

ID card which must have

the following logo

(Yellow triangle with

Black letters, the word

register is in Yellow).

From the 1st April the

Corgi logo is no

longer valid.On March 27th Amigos

held their annual coffee

morning and were

overwhelmed with the

support generated by

the event.  We were

lucky with some lovely

sunny weather and the

tables were soon

The Gourmet Girls

LADIES  WHO  LUNCH
On Friday 20th March

we decided to try the

“Granary Café” on

Delves Lane.  On arrival

we found very little

space in the car park, so

were quite prepared to

find the café full as well.

Feeling rather hungry by

now, we made our way

to Knitsley Mill which

is always good value. It

did not disappoint.

Weather warm and

sunny, ducks on the

pond and a two-course

meal with wine and

coffee for under £10.

Lovely!!  We will return.

packed with coffee

morning visitors.  £263

was raised. Amigos

wish to thank all who

supported the event in

any way; we were all

delighted with the

turnout and the funds

raised.

AMIGOS  COFFEE
MORNING

John Gall, President of the

History Society, gave a

very interesting talk to the

group on 3rd April on the

restoration of his house,

Hollinside Farm. His

family had lived at

Hollinside since 1929 and

he inherited it from his

brother.  It took 2½ years

to carry out the

renovation work, and in

2007 part of a Roman altar

The photo from John Gall shows Nick Greenwell

with the two parts of the Roman altar  re-united

was found.  It was the

upper part, known as the

capital, where the

Romans would have

made sacrifices and

offerings to their gods.

Previously in 1986 Nick

Greenwell had ploughed

up the lower part, showing

that it was an altar to the

god Jupiter, as Jupiter’s

emblem of a wheel was

carved on one side of it.

Dr Tomlin of Oxford

University, a specialist

on Roman inscriptions,

examined and translated

the inscription “To

Jupiter Best and

Greatest, (erected by)

the First Cohort of

Lingones (an auxiliary

unit) part-mounted,

commanded by Fulvius

Felix, prefect”.  His

research showed that

Fulvius was from an

aristocratic family from a

town in Tunisia.  So the

fascinating finds were

ordered and erected

2000 years ago in

Lanchester by someone

from North Africa!

LANCHESTER  HISTORY  SOCIETY

PLUMBING AND HEATING
26 YEARS EXPERIENCE
GAS SAFE REGISTER

Telephone: (01207) 583494
Mobile 07734861765

Thanks to Rodney Hawkins,

Friends of Longovicium, for

the altar information.
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Call Ashley or Amy to arrange your visit:
01207 528581

Maiden Law, Near Lanchester
Discounted baby places and sibling discounts are now

available at Littlefeet

Our seven guarantees ensure your child is safe and secure,

happy, well fed and intellectually stimulated

We also offer Free Nursery Education

Children age 3 (subject to various Government guidlines)

are eligible for free nursery education. Contact us for free

leaflet giving full details

We have a continuous improvement policy and work closely

with Durham County Council Children & Young People

Services

Come & look around our friendly & homely Children’s Day Nursery

www.littlefeetnursery.co.uk
Have a look at our Nursery website

The School Council at

Lanchester EP School

continuously come up

with good ideas which

benefit both pupils and the

school. The school is

trying hard to become  eco

friendly so the idea of

having an Eco Friendly

Fashion Show was

thought of at one of the

recent meetings of the

Council. At school pupils

and teachers re-cycle, re

use and are aware of their

carbon footprints. They

have Eco Rangers who

make sure that lights and

computers are turned off

when not needed.

Appointed Re-cyclers

make sure that all paper is

re-cycled. Trees have been

planted to give something

back to the earth, to make

up for all the miles that are

travelled by road, sea and

air.

The fashion show was a

great success. Each year

group took part and was

introduced from the stage

by a pupil above the

catwalk. Pupils generally

ECO FRIENDLY  FASHION  SHOW
walked in pairs or

threesomes in their home

made, appropriate, eco

friendly attire - many with

hair dyed green. The

younger ones and the

older children tended to

get it over with by walking

quite quickly on the

catwalk, while some of the

middle year group pupils

enjoyed the attention - the

lads swaggering a bit,

while the girls strutted

their stuff and enjoyed

posing for the camera.

Messages on some of

their tops were extremely

clever, using the school

motto or the letters ‘EP’ to

get the eco friendly

message home. It was

great fun. Lots of energy

and great preparation was

put into the event. There

was plenty of singing and

cheering, the

commentaries were good,

the costumes were

excellent, and the teachers

joined in on the catwalk as

well, thoroughly enjoying

the attention they

deserved.

No, it’s not Bill and Ben, but teachers, Mark Stephenson and Peter Taylor,

swaggering along the catwalk at the Eco Friendly fashion show, much to

the delight of the children.

Chloe, Casey and Erin, of year 4 at the EP

School strut their stuff and pose for the picture

IAN SAYER
Roofing Specialist

Tel: 01207 509862
Mobile: 07947 542570

SLATING - TILING - GUTTERING - REPAIRS

UPVC FASCIAS & SOFFITS - LEADWORK

FLAT ROOFING

36,Gill Street, Consett, Co Durham DH8 7JT

e-mail: Iansayerroofing@btinternet.com
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l  ceramic, porcelain and mosaic specialist

l     all wall and floor tiling

l     quality work guaranteed

l     professional and reliable

for free advice and estimates call  Callan on

       01207 299059  or  07980 345097
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tile with a smile
  your friendly tiling service

Jack Clegram

Horticultural Engineers

Unit 3a Tow Law Industrial Estate

Dans Castle, Tow Law DL3 4BB

01388 730577 or 07714 169191

We service all models of mowers,

strimmers and generators

TTTTT.G.G.G.G.G.....  R  R  R  R  ROOFSEALOOFSEALOOFSEALOOFSEALOOFSEAL
PROPERTY MAINTENANCE

Roofing-UPVC Rooflines-Aqua Roof Systems
FREE Estimates-All work fully Guaranteed

All Insurance work undertaken

(((((01207 528070 (Office 9-5)
or

)))))07960 073258 Tom (Anytime)

Unit 14, Tower Road, Greencroft, Stanley,  Durham
www.tgroofseal.co.uk
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0 7 8 1  3 2 0 2  4 7 00 7 8 1  3 2 0 2  4 7 00 7 8 1  3 2 0 2  4 7 00 7 8 1  3 2 0 2  4 7 00 7 8 1  3 2 0 2  4 7 0
Free Estimate & Friendly Advice

Additional Sockets, Lighting, Showers

Cooker Points, Full or Part Rewires

RELIABLE & DEPENDABLE SERVICE

NO JOB TOO SMALL   PART P REGISTERED

LANCHESTER’S  YOUNG  PEOPLE  LEAD  THE  WAY
IN  LEISURE

Continued from back page

The culmination of

several years work,

Lanchester Parish

Council in partnership

with Lanchester

Partnership and the

Working with Young

People Group

developed the project.

The bike plans were

drawn up by Southern

Green Landscape

Architects and were

ref ined fol lowing

several fact finding

trips to local bike tracks.

The Young People’s

Working Group

supported by

L a n c h e s t e r

Partnership applied

and were successful in

obtaining grant

funding of £40,000

from the Youth

Opportuni ty  Fund

adminis tered by

Durham County

Council towards the

cost of the project.

Ben O’Neil aged 10 a

member of the group

states ‘When we talk

together  and work

together it makes it

happen’. The project

was further funded

through Derwentside

Distr ic t  Counci l

Capi ta l  Ini t ia t ives

fund, Planning Gain

money and through

Lanchester  Par ish

Council.  Throughout

the build period the

young people  have

been involved in site

visits and testing of

the t rack and

amendments  have

been made until the

track sui ted their

purpose.

The launch event will

off ic ia l ly  open the

facility with Charlotte

and Stephanie Walker

from group ‘In Stereo’

and currently backing

singers  for  Duffy,

cut t ing the r ibbon.

The event will include

games and activities

for  the  chi ldren,

displays  and bike

safety  advice.

Entertainment will be

provided by

Lanchester  Brass

Band and people

attending will be able

to watch the cricket

match and rugby

training which will be

taking place.

Part of the new Kitswell Park play area

Brian Bell (left) and Alan Rycroft busy packing bags at Tesco’s, Annfield

Plain, raising money for the junior section of Lanchester Cricket Club.

Quite a few members supported the event and raised an excellent £503.

Another Bag Pack took place at ASDA the following week.

JUNIOR  CRICKET


