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KITSWELL PARK PROGRESS

You will know from
previous editions of the
‘Village Voice’ about the
ambitious plans to
improve Kitswell Park by
the addition of abike track
and play equipment,
together with cricket nets
and an electronic
scoreboard for the cricket
club. You will have read
how the young people of
Lanchester tried out other
bike tracks in the area,
decided on the design that
they wanted, developed
plans with Simon Green
and were awarded a grant
of £40,000 - and how
the Parish Council

contributed the land at
Kitswell Road and another
£40,000to make the whole
scheme possible.

Well, in January the
project was given
planning permission and
construction has now
started! The contractor is
G & B Civil Engineering.
Their Director, Mr Dave
Norcott, hopes they will
complete the work by the
end of March.

Mr Norcott is arranging
for our young people to
take their bikes onto the
site sometime in February,
when the humps and
bumps have been shaped,

to try them out and make
sure they are right. If
anyone would like to take
partin this “test-driving”

Soon the track takes shape

of the track please ring
Mike Gladstone on
528114 straight away.
Arrangements are being

made for a grand opening
of the refurbished park.
Look out fordetails in next
month’s Village Voice.

BRASS BAND

Some members of Lanchester Brass Band are pictured in Newbiggen Lane
during a tour of the village on 19th December. The tour was in thanks to
the people of Lanchester who support the band.

Many  people in
Lanchester, especially
those trapped in their
houses when the roads
and pavements outside
their houses were a sheet
of ice for two weeks, will
be wondering who to
turn to for help.

As recounted in the
Parish Council report,
people asked the Village
Handyman if he would
grit the pavements,
especially in Front Street.
Naturally he consulted
his employers, the Parish
Council, for permission
to do this.

In its turn the Parish
Council consulted its
insurers, Allianz. The
answer was that gritting
pavements and roads was
the job of the County
Council. If the Parish took
on the County’s job, they
mightbeliableif someone
claimedthey hadnotdone

TO GRIT OR
NOT TO GRIT

it efficiently enough and
sued after an accident. On
the other hand, if they did
nothing, they could not be
blamed.

The Village Voice
consulted the County
Council to ask if they
would grit Lanchester’s
pavements. No, was the
answer. What about the
roads, which are the
responsibility of the
County. No, their policy
wasonly to grit mainroads
and bus routes. The route
used by the Village Bus,
for some reason, does not
count as a bus route.
However, anyone can
apply to the County to
have abox of grit placed in
their street, so that
householders themselves
can grit the pavements.
Ring the Highways Action
Line,01913706000.Ifyou
do so, please tell the
Village Voice.
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The views expressed in letters
to the editor are not necessarily
those of the newspaper, the
editor or persons working for
the newspaper.

Dear Sirs,

On Monday 17th
November, my bag was
snatched in Deneside and
left me traumatised.
Atmy ageamnow afraid
of being out in the dark
and have decided to
leave work as I could not
continue to do the job.
I would like to thank all
my customers for their
friendship over the last
10 years.

T'have seen children grow
up, get married and have
their own families. It has
been a delight to attend
birthdays, weddings,
christenings, etc. I will
miss you all and although
itisalittlelate, I wish you
all a very happy and
peaceful New Year.
Godbless, Alma Gardiner

TO
CONTACT
THE
VILLAGE
VOICE

By email:
lanchestervillagevoice
@yahoo.co.uk (please
include Village Voicein
the Subject line)

By post:

The Village Voice, c/o
Lanchester Community
Centre, Newbiggen
Lane, Lanchester,
DH70JQ

Telephone enquiries:
(01207) 520559

Toadvertise:

Contact John Hurran,
Advertising Manager,
by post at the above
address.

Telephone: (01207)
542998

Email: villagevoice

Dear
Village....

Dear Sirs,

Iwenttothe National Blood
Service donor session held
at Lanchester Club in
January. I had an
appointmentand wasinand
out in about 45 minutes.
I'have been a donor since [
was 18, but lapsed a bit
when my children were
younger. However due to
good publicity, NHS
records and because I feel
it’s a good thing to do for
others, I am once again a
regular donor. It seems
however that the number
of donors has fallen in this
area.

The system has improved
for donors over the years. I
am able to choose my next
appointment time at each
donor session. I am sent a
reminder letter with a
consent form nearer the
time, so no forgetting!
Sometimes I get a phone
call to nudge me to really
make sure I will attend!
On arrival, there is a
selection of current
magazines to read. Donors
are called to answer the
general health questions
and have the quick finger
pricktotesttheblood.. Once
on the bed, the insertion of
the needle doesn’t really
hurt if you relax. The staff
arealwaysefficient, helpful
and friendly and there’s

THE
VILLAGE

VOICE

time for a chat once the
equipmentisinplace. After
your donation you sit up
and rest, then you are
encouraged to have a cup
of tea or coffee and some
lovely (Bronte) biscuits,
for about ten minutes. It’s
lovely to bump into old
friends, chat with other
donors and take a well
earned break. It was in
chatting to the staff that
we discovered that
because donors are so few
‘some of the old rules have
changed’. Many people at
one time couldn’t give
blood due to medication or
medical conditions. It
appears that scientific
advancements and
necessity have allowed
some changes!

So I urge you if you are a
lapsed donor, thought you
were unable to donate
anymore or have just
turned 18 why notcall 0845
7711711 to speak to
National Blood Service
staff or check out
www.blood.co.uk for
information. The next
session is Wednesday
22nd April, 2.45pm-7pm
at Lanchester Club,
Newbiggen Lane.

I know time is precious,
but so is blood.

Tina Patterson

IT'S ALL
ABOUT PEOPLE

Dear Sirs,

We in the Lions Club
appreciate very much the
coverage given by the
Village Voice of our
fundraising events such
as the Carnival and the
Bonfire. But how we use
the money we raise is
equally important. In2008
we spent £4,225 helping
groups and individuals
both here and abroad. For
the benefit of yourreaders
here is a brief summary of
how the money was
distributed.

£2,100 paid for a variety
of ‘treats’ such as a very
enjoyable Christmas
Iunch for 100 pensioners,
a bus trip for pensioners
and donations to 7 local
Schools towards their
Christmas activities and
other projects. A further
£1,200 was shared
between 11 local groups
and appeals such as the
Scouts’ Gang Show held
at Stanley. Finally £925
was donated to 6
overseas projects to help
towards overcoming
blindness and the lack of
clean water and to provide
aid in areas hit by natural
disasters.

At our January 2009
meeting we identified
more groups and projects

where a donation will
make a difference. We
earmarked £2,200 to
spend on them in the near
future. It means that the
Lions Club will have to
start raising money again
to replenish the coffers.
We look forward to your
continuing support and
help. A date for your
diaries - the 2009 Carnival
will be on Saturday 20th
of June.

If anyone feels they
would like to know more
about our activities
please give me a call on
520087.

Brian Naylor

Lions Club Secretary

COMMUNITY
DRAW

The winning number for
December2008is73. The
draw was made by G
McGee of Richmond
Fellowship.

FOUND

Found in a pub car park in
Lanchester in the New
Year, 3 hand held console
games. Have you been
looking for them
everywhere? Did you
perhaps drop them whilst
gettingintothecar? Ring
520924.

adverts @talktalk.net

\_

/ . Lanchester Community Centre .
i Having a meeting, party or function? b

Your Community Centre is available to hire
3 FUNCTION ROOMS AND 3 MEETING ROOMS AVAILABLE TO HIRE
STAIRLIFT ACCESS TO ALL 2ND FLOOR ROOMS
WE CAN ALSO ARRANGE CATERING AND A LICENSED BAR
FULLY EQUIPPED KITCHENS ARE ALSO AVAILABLE FOR SELF CATERING
For more details contact John Wilson (Community Association Manager)

Phone: 01207 521275

Become a Friend of Lanchester Community Association

SHOP AT LANCHESTER’S ON LINE COMMUNITY SHOP
www.buy.at/lanchestercommunitycentre

J
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JOHN AND ANN ARNELL

John and Ann Arnell of
Broadoak Drive,
celebrated their 50th
Wedding Anniversary at
Lanchester Social Clubon
the evening of Saturday
20th December2008.

They were married on
Saturday 20th December
1958 and their

celebrations marked the
precise day they had
beenmarried for 50 years.
Friends and relations

helped John and Ann
rejoice and enjoy this
event including The Best
Man (Alfred Lant), two
of the three original
Bridesmaids (Victoria
Johnson and Vee
Wintrell), many of the
original guests at their
wedding in 1958, John
and Ann’s three sons
(John, Brian and Derek)
and John and Ann’s
various grandchildren.

A buffet was laid on and
this included their cake
which  carried a
photograph of their
original wedding day in
1958.

The evening was a
tremendous success and
John and Ann wish to
thank everyone who
attended for their
presence and everyone
who gave them such
wonderful gifts.

John and Ann
pose for a
photograph
showing them
cutting their cake

; with their

4 photograph on it
from their

wedding day fifty

years ago.

HOSPICE

The sum raised by
Lanchester library for the
Willow Burn Hospice as
part of the ‘Passionate
About Health’ campaign
has reached £1,044.
After an initial launch
involving Hospice staff
there has been a concert
by ’Young at Heart’,
coffee mornings and a
sale of books, many
donated by the public.
Library staff would like
to thank all those who
have contributed.

PLAYGROUP

Lanchester Playgroup and
Tiny Tots would like to
thank all the businesses
and shops who, very
generously, donated
prizes for their Christmas
raffle. They would also
like to thank all those
people who bought the
raffle tickets, and of
course all those people
who sold them. After
expenses, a profit of £377
was made for Playgroup
funds.

LizSmith

The Card Snpp

FOR ALL OCCASIONS AND CELEBRATIONS

Gifts, Quality Cards from 59p and
Accessories for all occasions

For all your Valentine’s Day

Cards and Gifts
11a Front Street Lanchester Tel:07805 251790

A comparatively mild
Christmas Eve drew a
large gathering to the
Village Green for the
Churches Together Carol
Service. Canon Peter
Waterhouse opened
proceedings with a short
address followed by a
prayer. He handed over
to David Hughes who led
the service. His theme
this year was ‘ Emmanuel
- God is with us’. In each
carol Davidemphasizeda
line for the congregation
to think about at
Christmas. The singing
was accompanied by
Lanchester Brass Band.
Canon Bob Spencereada
traditional Christmas
Reading, and the
Reverend Gavin Hume
gave the final Blessing.

)
The children who sang
‘Away in a Manger’ so well

)

Some of the congregation on the Green

LILYDALE PET SUPPLIES
TEL 01207 529680
IT’S WHERE YOUR PET WOULD TELL YOU
TOGO
LOCAL DELIVERY AVAILABLE
We are a “FRIEND” of the Community Centre

ol

DELVES PET & EQUINE .25
01207 582082

-

o

David Chapman

Plumbing & Heating
Established 1981
Water Industry Approved Plumber
Corgi Reg 3745

For free estimate and advice
Telephone: (01207) 521501
Mobile: 07977 502536

~N

)

DAVISONS
1/2 Price

Starts Thurs
5th February

Front Street, Leadgate
01207 502355

Sale
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NOT Made Your Will Yet?

Does it Worry You that ....

Your Children may not inherit all of your Home
and Savings ... the government and others could
get some?

Inheritance Tax, Care Fees and other costs
can devastate grieving families

Make Your Will

in the comfort of your own home

Because with the “Right” Will and advice
you can help ensure the maximum
possible goes to those you love....and not
to those you don’t!!

It all starts with a Will from £2995 * +Vat

*our standard Will

For aFREE Brochure or to arrange a FREE Home Visit.

i Call 0845 057 3376 Today@_e B
dligurd - AJlonard Legal Services ;ﬁff;
We have our own specialist SOLICITOR.
Wills Trusts Probate Estate Planning and Spanish Willg

www.150.allguardlocalwills.org

Consett Osteopathic Clinic

Back and neck pain. Sciatica.
Headaches. Sports Injuries.
Repetitive Strain.

Joint Pains. Muscular Discomfort.

Pre and post natal Care.

Treatments available: Osteopathy,
Massage, Aromatherapy, Reflexology,
Reiki, Sports Massage, Allergy
Testing.

For Appointments Ring 01207 580974

72 Medomsley Road Consett DHS 5SHP

Flickers Fires 1 4d

Family run business supplying
Fires and surrounds and full central
heating systems
Natural gas, LPG and solid fuel specialists
Condensing boiler installations
All gas appliances serviced and repaired

Landlord Service and CP12’s

Save money on your fuel bills - Power flush
your system

Worcester Bosch approved for all installations,
services and repairs
ACS approved

Corgi Reg 183856, Est. 1983
Visit our showroom at
6-8 Station Road Stanley Co Durham DH9 0JL.

Or for free estimate and advice call

01207 299 887

www.flickersfires.co.uk
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CELEBRATION OF CHRISTMAS

The carol concert which
is organised every
December by the Male
Voice Choir in
collaboration with the
Choral and Operatic
Society was held this year
in the Roman Catholic
Church of All Saints on
Monday December 22nd.
The formulais traditional,
with the congregation
enjoying a concert from
the best musical talent in
the area, but also
participating in the
singing of the great
traditional carols. Canon
Robert Spence welcomed
those present to his
church and gave the
blessing, and Canon

Spence, Canon Peter
Waterhouse and the
Reverend Gavin Hume
told the Christmas story
through bible readings.

As we have come to
expect, the two choirs
were well rehearsed and
ingood voice, modulating
from slower and reverend
songs early in the evening
to a faster tempo
beginning with The Virgin
Mary Had a Baby Boy
fromthe Male Voice Choir,
the lively Mary Had a
Baby from the Operatic
Society leading up to the
cheerful Nowell for the
Merrie Citie by the Choir.
It is always a pleasure to
hear the two choirs

together, and on this
occasion they joined to
sing Come Now With
Awe early in the evening
and preceded the final
Hark The Herald Angels
Sing with a powerful
combined Lo He Comes
With Clouds Descending.
The Choir was conducted
by Harry Carr, the
Operatic by David
Hughes, they were
accompanied by Noreen
Bridgewater and Lilian
Dixon respectively, and
Bill Gray at the organ
accompanied the
communal singing.
Aretiring collectionraised
the sum of £390 for
Willowburn Hospice.

Lanchester Male Voice Choir and the Choral and Operatic Society join
for the Celebration of Christmas

CHRISTINGLE SERVICE - PARISH

CHURCH

-

A moving service was held at the Parish Church on the Sunday before

Christmas, conducted by Canon Peter Waterhouse. Some of the
congregation holding their Christingles.



LANCHESTER NURSERIES
CHRISTMAS FAIR

Lanchester Choral and Operatic Society sing their hearts out at Lanchester
Nurseries Craft Fair with a collection for Willow Burn Hospice

To Let

3 Bedroomed House
Lanchester - £500 pcm

Phone 01207 521619 or
07946 566616

THE LITTLE ANGEL

A delightful production
of the Nativity was
performed by KSI
children of Lanchester
EP School. The costumes
were beautiful, some fine
acting, the narrations
clear, and singing was
excellent. The little girl
who sang the solo pieces
was quite exceptional, not
only in voice, but also in
confidence. It was a fun
Nativity in which even
Santa Claus was included,

The Little Angel - a Nativity by children from
the EP School

arriving with all the toys. ~ All the hard work put into
Children, staff and theperformancecertainly
audience enjoyed it all. paid off.

ALL

SAINTS CAROLS

All Saints primary school celebrated Christmas with a traditional
carol concert with carols and readings

Carpet Mart Warehouse
Sale

Large Stock of 80-20 Wool
Room size Remnants
at Half Price
Free Estimate o
Free Deliveries (Local Areas)
Ann Street
(Behind Free Masons) Consett

01207 580050

Kath Stronell BSc(Hons) Pod. MCh.Soc.

MOBILE
STATE REGISTERED CHIROPODIST

Special rates for O.A.P.s

Telephone: 01207 588166

uttercups Coffee Sho [ B,

Tel 01207 521133 Mobile 07831 350698
Ford Road (B6301) Lanchester Durham DH7 0SS
www.lanchesternurseries.co.uk

ASHFIELD VETERINARY SURGERY
1 DURHAM ROAD
LANCHESTER
Telephone: LANCHESTER (01207) 520308

SURGERY HOURS
9.00 - 10.00 a.m. Monday
2.00 - 4.00 p.m. } to
5.00 - 6.30 p.m. Friday
9.00 - 10.00 a.m. Saturday

All by appointment
24 HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE

LANCHESTER (01207) 520308

Mobile PC Engineer
No Call-out Charges
Reasonable Rates

-
L Cisco Certified

Repalrs, Servicing, Upgrades, Diagnostics
Who you Gonna Call?

Crashbusters.
0191 389 0900 or 07855581013

email: crashbusters@gmail.com
www.crashbusters.co.uk
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BRAES OF DERWENT BOXING DAY HUNT

Large crowds gathered at
the Queens Head for the
traditional Boxing Day

Hunt. Riders and
spectators enjoyed mulled
wine and bacon

sandwiches provided by
the Queens Head before
the start.

The Master of the Hunt
addressed his followers
with a succinct speech
thanking the Queens Head
for their hospitality and
asking members to support
the establishment. Once
again he outlined the
importance of the meeting
and robustly spoke about
continuing the efforts to
repeal the Hunting Act.
With that out of the way
the horses and hounds set
off. Oneriderunluckily fell
off his horse on the sharp
turnright out of the Queens
car park, as the horse
slipped, but fortunately he
did not seem to be injured.

A rider trying to control the horse in order to re-mount after the fall. The picture shows the
consternation of some of the on-lookers.

LANCHESTER PLUMBING & HEATING
@ CORGI & OFTEC REGISTERED SERVICE ENGINEERS

FroMm A LEAKING Tar To CoMPLETE CENTRAL HEATING SYSTEM
COMPETITIVEQUOTES~FREEADVICE
NOCALLOUT CHARGE

INSTALLERS OF SOLAR HOT WATER SYSTEMS ~ RING FOR DETAILS
CALL BARRY ON: (01207) 528139

OR (MOBILE): 077 17 17 47 39

26 Front Street
Lanchester
Co Durham

Dental, Cosmetic & Implant Studio 01207 520265

We are delighted to introduce Gemma Bainbridge as the practices
dedicated Treatment Co-ordinator.

Our Treatment Co-ordinator assures that each patient is

: 1 fully cared for. She assists in communicating the needs of

| _—~ the patient to our dental professionals and provides
additional support by welcoming new patients to the practice. Gemma
works closely with the team to ensure that each patient receives the dental
care he/she needs.

Westlands Dental Studio is offering FREE complimentary consultations
until the end of February 2009 with Gemma. Your personal consultation will
allow us to draw attention to the wide range of specialist services and our
facilities here at the practice. To arrange an appointment please contact the

practice, a member of the team will be happy to assist you.
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SANTA’S POST BOX
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Little Catherine Bell posts her letter to Santa with
a tiny bit of help from her Grandma

BUSES TO NEWCASTLE

A service of two buses an
hour now runs from
Lanchester to Newcastle.
This was announced at
the January meeting of the
Partnership and came as a
surprise to many,
although it has been
running since October.

The buses are alternately
X30and X31. Theyareno
longer called express
buses (they never were),
but ‘Swift’, and take an

hour and six minutes for
the journey.

The first one from
Lanchester is 6.45am
Monday to Friday, and
7.30am on Saturday, and
thelastbus backis 6.20pm
Monday to Friday and
6.15 on Saturdays. The
programmes are on the
internet under Go North
East. Click on the bus
number to see the
timetable.



THE X-

MAS FACTOR

Children from the EP School performing the Nativity -

This was certainly a
Nativity with a big
difference! About 130
children from the EP
School took part in this
large scale production, to
a capacity audience. It
was, of course, a very
topical theme with the ‘X
Factor’ finishing a few
days ago.

Several of the cast had to
pretend to have the ‘X’
Factor within the play,
and one of two were

The X-mas Factor

bordering on it
themselves, in their live
performances.

The music and singing
was lively and the
costumes colourful.
What mainly came over
was the enjoyment and
humour, excellently
portrayed in this fine
extravaganza. The
children were word
perfect and the narrators,
aided by microphones,
were loud and clear.

The Play/Musical was
very well supported by a
Powerpoint presentation
on screen behind the
cast, along with
background music and
lighting effects, all
achieved by a very
talented ‘Crew’. At the
end of the performance
the children sang
enthusiastically to their
audience with signing,
concluding with ‘Wish
you a Merry Christmas’.

Stuart Wright
Funeral Service Ltd. Durham

23 Marshall Terrace Gilesgate Durham City DHI 2HX
Tel: (0191) 386 3850 Fax: (0191) 386 4839
43 Front Street Langley Park Durham DH7 9SA
Tel: (0191) 373 3700
3 Front Street, Pelton, Chester-le-Street DH2 1DB
Tel: (0191) 370 0015

* Complete funeraland monumental service
to all areas

* Private chapels of rest

* Prestigious fleet of silver Daimlers

* Funeral pre-payment plans available

o 3 s s
& Rutherford’s Repazrslq D)
%~ “NUTS ABOUT CARS” 7

Motor Vehicle Servicing  Vehicle Repairs

MOT work carried out MOT’s Arranged

Please Call For A Quote

01207 521044 07870514572
Rear of 21 Front Street, Lanchester DH7 0LA

rutherfordsrepairs @hotmail.co.uk

JPL

Property
Maintenance __
+ UPVC Facias, Soffits &

Free Estimates

Tel: 07516 127557

BOYS BRIGADE CHRISTMAS

The Boys Brigade
began their one
hundred and twenty
five years celebration
with a Community
Service Project. On

FLOAT

four nights before
Christmas they toured
the village with a
sleigh, made by Eric
Hepplewhite, on Ron
lorry,

Dixon’s

complete with Santa
and helpers, for 125
minutes each night,
singing carols, playing
music and giving out
lollipops to children.

Santa on the Boys Brigade float illuminated and mounted on its lorry
ready for one of its four journeys around the Village.

A. M. ELECTRICAL

* ALLWORKUNDERTAKEN
* DOMESTIC & COMMERCIAL
* FREECALLOUT Adam Metcalf

Tel: 0191 3736676
Mobile: 07966 377416

"-“ ‘:3" A ' “. \‘ IH ’I; -
. ' [ ] >
P G VAV VATH B A

My home furnishing service
From Hand Made Curtains to Garment Alterations|

Call Alice on 01207 529797
or mobile 07913 789080

Free collection and delivery within local area
No job too small

BRYMAR

Plastering Services
All aspects of internal plastering, alteration work
and home improvements. A quality, reliable and
professional service. For information and FREE
quotation contact Blair on:

07952 908 196

Shotley Bridge, Consett, Co Durham
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QUALITY CARE

FOR YOU AND YOUR HAIR
Ring Jeni, Michelle or Natalie

Jor an appointment

01207 520926

Lanchester Village — =~ -
Taxis LTD. '

Telephone 012075888  Est. 1986

24 Hr. number 07951 745335
AIRPORTS OUR SPECIALITY

PEOPLE CARRIERS - MINI BUSES
Fully licensed and insured

CARS -

Contact BILL. CONNOR on above numbers

FRED McALOAN
ELECTRICAL SERVICES

Additional Sockets, Lighting, Showers
Cooker Points, Full or Part Rewires

RELIABLE & DEPENDABLE SERVICE
NO JOB TOO SMALL PART P REGISTERED

Free Estimate & Friendly Advice
0781 3202 470

better tumon

. First 5 Lessons
www.smilesbt.co.uk

info@smilesbt.co.uk £49
Call 0800 587 9085

Kenneth Interiors
Electrical, Plumbing and
Building services
Call Gary for Free Estimates,
No job too small
18 years Experience

TEL: 01207 521648 Mobile 07804710042
(email: Kennethinteriors @yahoo.co.uk

ALL TYPES OF PLASTERING AND BRICKWORK
Re-Skims, Ceilings, Concreting, Pointing ... etc
Over 20 Years’ Experience. All Work Guaranteed

BILLY CARR
PLASTERING &

Free Estimates. No Job Too Small
QUALITY WORK AT AFFORDABLE PRICES

Telephone: (01207) 284881 Mobile: 07813 339467

The Village Voice Page 8

LANCHESTER PARISH COUNCIL
MEETING 13TH JAN 2009

Police Report for
December

Rowdy Nuisance 4,
Vehicle Nuisance 2,
Theft 2, Burglary 2,
Vehicle Crime 1, Criminal
Damage 1. There were
several road traffic
collisions; the Police ask
for drivers to be vigilant
with regard to black ice
and  winter road
conditions.

A sighting of a vehicle,
which was suspected of
being used by a wanted
burglar, led to his later
arrest and his associate
making himself available
to police; enquiries are
continuing.

PCSO Gray asked for
Members’ concerns.
The main problem raised
was inconsiderate,
dangerous and illegal
parking in the village.
The police are going to
be stricter in future with
these drivers.

Extra bollards are to be
erected in front of the
hairdressers’ as well as
bike racks. The County
Engineer is to take a
traffic count at the
crossing on Station
Road. The speed sign
on Durham Road is to be
realigned.

Correspondence:
There were several
letters from Durham
County Council.

Water on Cadger Bank -
the gullies had been
jetted and the problem
solved.

Countdown markers and
relocation of speed visor
sign on Durham Road.
Countdown markers are
not used in the County
and the moving of the
speed visor is in
negotiation.

Exit from Park House on
to Station Road - no
mirrors are to be
provided as it is
considered that the give-
way signs and the slow

traffic in the area make
them unnecessary.

A letter including a
consultation document
regarding School
Admission
Arrangements  was
shown to Members.
Pedestrian Crossings -
traffic counts will be
made on Cadger Bank
and Front Street.
LINK Newsletter -
Volume 1. Cllr Burton
explained the
importance of the work
of LINK in the
Community.
GreencroftPlay Area. A
Solicitor is to prepare
the documents (paid for
by Greencroft) to
transfer the appropriate
piece of land from the
Parish Council to them.

Kitswell Road Play
Area:

Progress Report. Work
began on 12th January
and is expected to
continue for
approximately 8 weeks,
from 8 am to 4 pm
Monday to Friday.
Letters have been sent
to residents in the
immediate vicinity. A
Construction, Design
and Management Co-
ordinator has to be
appointed as work
exceeds more than 500
hours; Southern Green
are seeing to this. The
work will be inspected
by Members and
children will test the
track in mid-February.
Trees to be planted
round the edge of the
track  have  been
delivered and signs
have been ordered.

Gritting Requirements:
On checking the Parish

Council’s Third Party
Liability insurance,
gritting is not

recommended as
employees of the
Council could not grit.

The County Council is
willing to provide grit
bins but the Parish
would have to provide
the salt. If no action is
taken, then the Parish
Council is not liable, but
if action is taken and
some accident occurs
through incorrect
action, then the Council
is liable.

The Highways
Authority can Dbe
requested to provide
bins and grit in streets
where needed.
Residents should do
this through a Parish
Councillor.

Press/Publicity File

The Lead Officer
showed Members a file
of press cuttings and
publicity  received
relating to Lanchester
and the Parish Council.
This is necessary for the
Parish Council’s
application to be a
Quality Parish Council.

Newsletter

The Lead Officer
showed Members the
draft February issue and
asked for their
comments at or before
the next Meeting.

Financial Information

and Accounts for
Payment. These were
considered and
approved.

Chairperson’s
Announcements. A
copy of posters
regarding meetings
relating to the proposed
Academies in Stanley
and Consett were
distributed to Members.
These posters can be
seen in various places
in the Village.

Date of Next Meeting.
Tues, 10th Feb.at7.151n
the Conference Room,
Park House, Lanchester.



PLANNING MEETINGS - DEC AND JAN

Planning applications
considered at the 15th
Decembermeeting-

i. Tree works and felling of
27 trees at The Deanery,
Lanchester. Membersraised
concern over the large
number of trees.
RESOLVED-Clerkwritesto
the District Council stating
that The Deanery is a listed
building. Members
requested that the District
Council’s arboriculturist
meets with the applicant to
offer advice. Members also
request that a replacement
of like for like is enforced on
any trees felled.

ii Crownreduction, pruning
and reshaping of two
sycamores and two ash trees
at 39 Humberhill Drive.
RESOLVED-ThattheClerk
writes to the County Council
requesting  that the
arboriculturist from the
District Council assesses the
trees.

iii Erection of two storey
front extension at Larkrise,
Woodlands Hall, Knitsley.
RESOLVED-thatthe Clerk
writes to the District Council
asking if the proposed
development falls within the
allowed size and scale.

iv Erection of single storey
rearextensionat8 Elmfield,
Lanchester. RESOLVED

that no objection be raised .
Decisions of Derwentside
District Council

i. Proposedrepositioningof
stable block, change of
approved four live/work
units to four dwellings and
the change of one workshop
toadouble garage at Middle
Newbiggen Farm. Planning
permission granted subject
to conditions.

ii. Kitswell Park
Development - Parish
Council project. DDC have
informed the Parish Council
that due to their omission to
present the police report at
the Planning Meeting on4th
December, the planning
application for this project
would be heard again on 8th
January.

Planning Applications
considered at the 6th
Januarymeeting:

i. Crown lifting of one lime
and three poplar trees,
reduce crown of one lime
tree and felling of two lime
trees at Lanchester RC
School, Kitswell Road.

A letter received from
Lanchester Partnership
raised concerns over the
application.

Resolved: that the Clerk
writes to the District Council
stating that there was

concern about sufficient
grounds for felling and that
noobjection wouldberaised
to ‘necessary’ removal of
trees as long as replacement
trees are planted on the site.
ii Proposed erection of one
dwelling at 24 Humberhill
Drive, Lanchester.

A letter received from
Lanchester Partnership
raised concerns over the
application and Christine
Leverspokeunderthepublic
participation policy and
raised concern over the style
and fit of the proposals.
RESOLVED. ThattheClerk
writes to the District Council
setting out the following
objections: concern over the
very tight fit on the site and
the building to plot ratio; the
proposed plans are out of
keeping and inconsistent
with nearby properties; the
proposed ‘sedum’ roof will
look out of place; the new
dwelling would have no
private amenity space. The
planners’ attentionbe drawn
to the Village Design
Statement where it refers to
choice of materials and
details of roofs.

iii Proposed erection of
single storey rear
extension at 18 Broadoak
Drive, Lanchester.
RESOLVED - That no

objection be raised to the
application.

iv. Proposed conversion
of barn and former
labourer’s cottage to three
holiday lets at Burn Hill
Farm, Waskerley.
RESOLVED - That no
objection be raised but
that planners’ attention be
drawntothe Village Design
Statement guidelines and
recommendations with
regards to material,
adaptations to old building
and tourist development.
v. Proposed erection of
kitchen extension,
conservatory and double
garage at Burn Hill Farm,
Waskerley. RESOLVED -
That the Clerk writes to the
District Council stating
concern at the excessive
size of the garage/
workshop inrelation to the
rest of the building and
concern at the size of the
extension on a residential
development. Planners’
attention to be drawn to
the Village Design
statement with regard to
recommended materials
and ‘Buildings in the
Countryside’ which states
‘Adaptation to be done
with care, sensitivity and
respect for the old

buildings’.

Alastair Wa
1 Croft Street
Lanchester
DH7 OHY

Sale

70% off selected frames

See thr(:uuy)h the credit crunch with
this a mazing offer!

e Optometrists

lel: 012(

21 640

Web: www.wadeo pticians.com

PARTNERSHIP
MEETING

Working with Young
People

Thiswasavery well-attended
meeting, with 10 girls, 11
boys and 8 adults (including
2 guests). Mr Dave Norcott,
the Contractor’s Director for
the bike track and play
equipment project, and
Simon Green, the Parish
Council’s Project Manager,
talked about constructing it.
Mr Norcott told our young
people that half-way
through the work (in
February) they would be
invited to look around, “test
ride” the bike track and ask
for any changes that they
might consider necessary.
They will also be asked to
help with the tree planting.
YouthClub

The Youth Club is open
again, so if you know any
children of secondary
school age who might find it
fun please tell them that it is
from7.30pmuntil9.00pmon
MondaysinCroft View Hall.
No-one responded to our
appeal in last month’s
“Village Voice’ forhelpwith
supervision.

Village Bus

We asked last month if you
wanted us to make any
changes. There was only
one suggestion - to take the
route along West Drive - we
have made that change.
Friendsofthe Fort

Last summer the Friends
asked everyone please to
help compile a catalogue of
all the finds made at the fort.
As aresult they were shown
asuperbcollectionofRoman
stonesincludingasmall altar,
relief carvings of Hercules
and Silvanus , and a curious
stone, worn naturally by
water into bumps and
hollows which had been
enhanced to look like a face
and two wrought-iron stone-
working tools.
Ifyou,orsomeoneyouknow,
has a piece of pottery, metal
or glass from the fort which
maybeRoman, pleaseletthe
Friends of the Fortknow and
it will be properly recorded.
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STAINED GLASS WINDOW INSTALLED AT EP SCHOOL

This wonderful new
window has now been
fitted in the corridor which
used to be the old Junior
Offices situated
alongside the Junior Hall.
This amazing piece of
work was undertaken by
Marilyn O’Keefe, who
lives in the village and
runs The Glass and Art
Gallery in Consett. It is a
joint project, funded both
by the school and the
Parish Church.

Jane Davis, Head Teacher
of Lanchester EP Primary
School commissioned
Marilyn to work with some
of the pupils from school,

inorder to create a special
prayer area where the
children could go for
some quiet time and to
pray. Marilyn spentaday
inthe school, with a group
of talented children who
sketched, drew and
painted many of their
ideas which they wanted
to be included in the
window design. These
were then taken away by
Marilyn who drew upon
the most popular ones
and created amagnificent
design.

The window is in six
sections and depicts the
following:

The Rainbow: peace,
happiness, optimism
The Circle: the world
Hands: God, holding the
whole world with love
The Cross: a cross and
compass in one,
extending to all corners
of the world

The Heart: love to the
world

Boy A Girl: taken from the
children’s drawing, in
their style

Books: the love of
learning

Sun Rays: life, positive
attitude, happiness
Water: life, the river at the
bottom of the school field.

The beautiful stained glass windw atthe
EP School

This window is certainly
worth looking at! The
school intends to hold a

Community Day, whenall
will be welcome to see the
work of art for themselves!

A HARD DAY’S NIGHT IN

It’s certainly wasn’t a
Silent Night in
Lanchester on Monday
22nd December when
came all ye faithful
Beatles fans to the
Community Centre for an
evening devoted to the
music of The Fab4. These
Beatles, the youngest
professional Beatles

tribute band, stopped off
to make a special
Christmas appearance in
Lanchester, home of their
leader, Adam Hastings.
Justbefore 7.30 pm Adam
and his colleagues, Alex
Dee, Richard Petch and
Ali Mac donned their
costumes and
transformed into their

‘Every moment is an opportunity for change’

Individual, creative counselling and play
therapy for adults, young people and children.
Liane A. Collins MBPS, MBACP,

- "‘%;

Counsel ling
Y

ol

" MCCYP, BSc Psych, BSc Ed, QTS,
o i BA Counselling
Silver IC&‘C 0844 209 0565 - Lanchester
= www.silverleafcounselling.co.uk
liane @silverleafcounselling.co.uk

Alan Madrell Coach Tours

Dance Weekend Morecambe
27th Feb - 2nd March £160

Scottish Cities & Royal Yacht Britannia
13th - 15th March £140

Easter in Skegness
10th - 13th April £175

For brochure ring 0191 3733145

3 Ivy Terrace Langley Park Durham DH7 9XW
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alter egos, John Lennon,
Paul McCartney, George
Harrison and Ringo Starr
respectively.

The band took the
audience on an evocative
journey through the early
years of the Beatles music
including hits like Hard
Day’s Night, She Loves
You, Can’t Buy Me Love,
Help... in fact, just about
every popular Beatles
tune you can remember.
Before the concert Adam
said, “We hope the
audience will lose
themselves in the music
and forget it’s not the
original Beatles they’re
listening to. We’ve spent
hours  painstakingly
reproducing every chord,
note, vocal nuance and

LANCHESTER

mannerism of John, Paul,
George and Ringo. We
don’t just sing the songs,
we become The Beatles
for the evening. Even our
banter in Dbetween
numbers  stays in
character. We look like
and sound just like the
real thing.” And it
certainly did. Adam, who
also leads his own jazz
quartet, has been all over
the world in recent
months, including Russia,
Spain, and Ireland and has
found the welcome and
response in each venue
to be equally rapturous
and enthusiastic. He
added:

“It doesn’t matter where
you go, the Beatles are a
legend and everyone,

young and old loves the
music.”

These Beatles have a
prestigious concert date
in May next year. On the
5th they are performing
with the 33 piece
Customs House Concert
Orchestra at  the
Customs House theatre
in South Shields where
they will reproduce the
full orchestral renditions
of numbers from the Sgt.
Pepper, Abbey Road and
other later Beatles
Albums.

The audience in
Lanchester loved it. So
much so that the boys
are arranging a second
visitin the spring. Watch
out for the date and
don’t miss it.

These Beatles - a Tribute Group



“REDUCED HANDEL” PROVIDES
ENHANCED ENJOYMENT

The Reduced Handel Company (I to r front) Rebecca Lancelot, Emily Brown, Kathryn
Crowder, Mary Tyers, Jason Walsh, Andrew Fowler, James Morgan, Michael
Hickman, (I to r rear) Jonathan Stokoe, Nicholas Lawrence, Eileen Evans,
Gregory Pullen, lan Brunt

As  8.00 on
Wednesday 17th
December approached,
the atmosphere in a
packed Lanchester
Methodist Chapel was
expectant. Andrew Fowler
and his guests were to
perform Handel’s
Messiah.in aid of Mel and
Sue Somersall’s Appeal
for the Mercy Ships’
Mission.

On other occasions,
Andrew and guests had
sung in the chapel, and
audiences had been
extremely appreciative of
the excellent singing.
“The Reduced Handel
Company”, appropriately
renamed forthe occasion,
were to present an
appropriate offering for
Christmas time: “The
Messiah”, but with just
eight singers and five
musicians. This would
contrast with the 400+
performersinvolvedinthe
1785 Anniversary
performance, but would
reveal the detail and colour
of Handel’s choral and
orchestral writing.

It had all begun some ten
days previously. A
discussion of African
need was followed by an
offer of musical fund-
raising to a Christmas
theme. The necessary
players were available.
Tickets and programmes
were swiftly printed, an
evening rehearsal sung
and all services offered
“gratis” in support of the
Appeal. The Messiah
would be performed by a

pm

choir of eight singers.
Sopranos Rebecca
Lancelot and Emily
Browne, Contraltos
Kathryn Crowder and
Mary Tyers, Tenors Jason
Walsh and Andrew
Fowler (also Musical
Director) and Basses
James Morgan and
Michael Hickman would
sing the choral and solo
parts. A string quartet of
violins (Jonathan Stokoe
and Nicholas Lawrence),
viola (Eileen Evans) and
cellist Gregory Pullen,
supported by Ian Brunt
on harpsichord, would
provide the music.

The prospect of this
production had clearly
struck a chord with the
residents of Lanchester
and surroundings. The
Chapel was packed, with
not a seat spare, as the
musicians and singers
took their places at the
front to welcoming
applause.

From then on, between
the opening instrumental
Sinfonia until the short
interval, the audience
listened, in mesmerised
and appreciative silence,
as the fine detail of the
piece was revealed in the
delicate interplay
between the orchestra
and the singers and
between the solo and the
choral work. The final
note of “O Thou That
Tellest Glad Tidings to
Zion” faded to an silence
before the delighted
audience burst into loud
and prolonged applause

as the performers took a
well-deserved break.
The re-appearance of the
performers provoked a
further outburst of
applause before the
audience settled into a
respectful and
anticipatory silence, to be
mesmerised again by the
beauty of the music and
the talent of the artists.
“Airs”, “Recitatives”,
“Choruses” and orchestral
pieces followed on in a
delightful sequence of
musical excellence, telling
the Christmas Story, until,
all too soon, “The
Hallelujah Chorus”,
followed by the “Amen”,
heralded the end of the
performance.

For a moment, the
auditorium remained
mesmerised, the music
still delighting, and then
itexplodedintodeafening
applause. Time and again
the artists acknowledged
the applause. After the
artists finally managed to
take their leave, the
applause continued,
demanding that the
performers return to
receive further accolades.
There can be no doubt
that the performance had
been an outstanding
musical success.

It proved also
outstandingly successful
in raising £1,800 for the
Mercy Ships Appeal.

Stop Press: Mel and
Andrew are hoping to
present Parts 2 and 3
soon. Watch this space!

SILVERLEAF
COUNSELLING

A new therapeutic
counselling service has
been launched in
Lanchester. Silverleaf
Counselling provides a
comfortable and
supportive atmosphere
and utilises talking and
creative therapy for
adults and young people,
and play therapy for
children.

Principal Liane Collins
said “We’re all urged to
look after our hearts but
we rarely take the
opportunity to look after
our minds. Imagine atime

given, just to you, where
someone will truly listen,
non-judgementally, with

empathy and
understanding. We aim
to  help, through

grounded psychological
perspectives, to explore
solutions, examine
choices, develop
purpose and bravely take
the chance to make
changes”.

Visit her web-site on
www.silverleaf
counselling.co.uk or call
0844209 0565 to find out
more.

= No calorie counting

Zoee Jeffries
Derwentside

* BMI of 25 or above

overweight?
Lose weight fast and keep it off

= Friendly, encouraging Counsellors
= Small, supportive groups

‘Seeing the weight drop off
each week kept me motivated’

01207 524864

wwwi.lighterlife.com/fzoeejeffries

!
“ 4
T

1 stone
or more

N\N——
LighterLife

The .
.? Money Location
AESCUE = REPAR « REVITALISE

Mr David Toner (CeFA)IFA
19 Foxhills Crescent

Your Local Independent Advisor
Debts up to £25,000 can be written off
without damaging your credit history

No Win -
No Up-Front Charges

The Money Location is a trading style of Mortgage Dr Ltd, which is

authorised and regulated by the Financial Services Authority.
Registered Address: 4 Blue Sky Way, Monkton Business Park, Hebburn,
South Tyneside NE31 2EQ Registered in the UK (5806022)

Lanchester
DH7 0PW
Ring 07913612816

No Fee

fa rlﬁ&ﬁhop

AND GRAMNMARY CAFE

LOCAL -~ SEASONAL - TRADITIONAL
Our farm shop & cafe in Knitsley offers a range
of traditionally reared meats, home baked
goods and local cheeses & dairy products.
We also have speciality food, drinks & a range
of selected vegetables
Gift Hampers can be pre ordered
For further information or to place an
order - Ring 01207 592059
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A REALLY SPECIAL CHRISTMAS TREAT

On Saturday 13th
December a group of
us set off on a journey
of nostalgia, travelling
back in time and style
to the 1920’s; we were
spending a day on
board one of the
romantic Venice
Simplon Orient Express
trains. The journey had
been planned and
booked way back in
March so we were
really looking forward
toit. We had chosen to
go on the Christmas
outing to Chatsworth
in the Peak District.
Then of course we had
the tantalising task of
choosing the outfits.
When it actually came
down to it, the weather
chose for us - the day
arrived and fortunately
we weren’t snowed in,
just rained on, but that
was hardly going to
dampen our spirits.

We travelled in the
Glamis carriage of the

luxurious Northern
Belle along with a few
other folk from
Lanchester - Jennifer,
June, Shirley and Anne
plus Sandra and Peter
Taylor. The carriages
are sumptuously
appointed plus they
were decorated for
Christmas. We were
greeted with a bellini
and shortly afterwards
enjoyed a lovely 2-
course brunch.

On  arriving at
Chesterfield station, we
boarded coaches to
take us on to
Chatsworth passing on
the way that
devastatingly wicked-
looking crooked spire,
like something straight
out of a Grimm’s
fairytale. We journeyed
through the beautiful
countryside of the Peak
District National Park
and finally arrived at
Chatsworth which was
decked out in all its

splendour. It seemed
as if the world and his
mother had descended
on Chatsworth and we
had arranged to meet
up with Rhoda and
Sonia. Thank heavens
for mobile phones.
After a visit to
Chatsworth’s well-
stocked farm shop it
was back onboard our
coach for the return
journey to the train.
Once on board we were
this time greeted with a
glass of champagne,
closely followed by a
superb four course
evening meal with
wine, coffee and mince
pies.

All too soon we were in
Durham, a magical day
over, back to the
realities of 2008. But,
we have the memories,
the photos and the
mementos of a good
day shared with friends.
Marjorie, Eileen, Lizand
Olive

Liz, Eileen, Marjorie and Olive starting the
day in style with their bellinis

SANTA AND SLEIGH

Most popular bus driver ever, Fred, alias Santa,
with his grateful passengers on Christmas Eve.

DENESIDE
TAXIS

(Kevin)

Local friendly service

Competitive rates

Tel: LANCHESTER

528882

T-G-

ROOFSEAL

PROPERTY MAINTENANCE
Roofing-UPVC Rooflines-A qua Roof Systems

FREE Estimates-All work fully Guaranteed
All Insurance work undertaken
®01207 528070 (Office 9-5)

or
@07960 073258 Tom (Anytime)

Unit 14, Tower Road, Greencroft, Stanley, Durham
www.tgroofseal.co.uk

Rowan Groundworks

DRIVEWAYS: BLOCK PAvING il Chybowski
DRIVES WASHED & SEALED

FLAGGING & PATIOS  phope: 0191 5192264

CONCRETE

DECORATIVE GRavEL Mob: 07960044896

LAWNS Mob: 07789488351
phil.chy@eidosnet.co.uk

Driveway Specialists

Tiger Lily Elorists

¥ Bouquets from £10.00

¥ Free local delivery

¥ Next day national delivery
¥ Arrangements from £15.00

Valentines Day 14th Feb
Say it with Flowers

Now taking orders for

The florist cf choice

16 Front Street Lanchester
01207 521829

Valentines Day
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This year, just to make
sure that we were all fit for
anything, the festivities
began withexercises with
Sylvia-areally good way
to warm up, particularly
after consuming sherry
and mince pies. We
continued with some
seasonal festive spirit from
GeoffHockaday whichhad
us highly amused.

NextcameavisitfromSanta
with presents and a hug
forall. He hoped we would
all have a really good
Christmas - and after ahug
from Santa, Mary Moralee
said she definitely would!

AMIGOS CHRISTMAS PARTY

We were now inthe mood
for some party games and
Jill Gladstone took over
with balloons and pass
the parcel.

Finally we sang carols
andtheRev. Gavin Hume
called in to wish us well
and give us a timely
reminder of the true
message of Christmas.
Throughout the morning
we had welcoming
Christmas tunes, jingle
bells to herald Santa, an
accompaniment to our
carols, music for pass the
parcel and everything in
between, all thanks to Pam

Bygate - a real treasure.
11.15sooncameround, and
it was time to get ready and
make our way down to the
Kings Head for our
Christmas meal - a super
venue right in the heart of
our village, providing a
grand setting for our party.
Once again we enjoyed a
lovely meal with wonderful
service and we thank them
for their hospitality.
Amigos has enjoyed a
really good 2008 - we look
forward to 2009 foranother
year of friendship and fun
together.

Olive Simpkins

CHILDMINDING GROUP PARTY

Lanchester Childminding Group held their Christmas party in the
playgroup room. The children, childminders and grandparents enjoyed
making a beautiful banner wishing everyone a Merry Christmas.
They played games and enjoyed pulling their gifts from a giant

Christmas stocking.

PARISH CHURCH CHRISTMAS

LUNCH

A hundred parishioners of All Saints RC church enjoyed an Italian
Christmas lunch at Valentino’s on 14th December

Designer
Jewellery

Ower 17 years experience in bespoke Jewellery
Any style or colour for that special cccasion
TIARAS A —
FASCINATORS
CORSAGES
BUTTONHOLES &5
CRYSTAL BOUQUETS
NECKLACES
EARRINGS
BRACELETS
HATPINS

for appointments call 01207 520145
or email joan.gray(@sterlingcrafts.co.uk
web site www.sterlingcrafis.co.uk

PLUMBING AND HEATING
26 YEARS EXPERIENCE

CORGI REGISTERED
W. McKinney ;x
&. Son Z
Telephone: (01207) 583494
Mobile 07734861765

BILL ‘N’ GEOFF’S
REAL DAIRY ICE CREAM

Andy Allen
07912274160

Upper Houses Farm
Lanchester DH7 ORL
Tel01207523200Fax: 01207521085

ST

Barry Peacock

UPPER HOUSES FARM, LARCHESTER, DURHAM. OHT ORL

T, Tal; (01207 521826 / 529378
bﬂ‘h" Eaw- (M 207) 521085
Paiad tdobile; OTARE JR5264
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A concertheldin All Saints
Parish Centre on Saturday
20th December raised the
sum of £651. Donations
are promised from Lions
and Traidcraft, as well as
Barclay’s Bank

CONCERT FOR GOA

The musicians, who
donated their services,
included Michael Kelly,
Chris Kelly, David and
Chris Conlin, James
McDermott and master of
ceremonies Colm Doyle.

PAINTING & DECORATING

Contact

G5 SUSAN

Lanchester based Painter and Decorator
Phone

01207 528839 or 07760310276
All work fully insured

D. FORSTER

EST 1995

U.P.V.C. WINDOWS & DOORS
ALLASPECTSOFU.P.V.C.UNDERTAKEN
FASCIA - GUTTERING-SOFFITTS

Bow Windows Doors
from £650 from £350

NO SALESMAN
CALL FOR FREE QUOTATION

HOME: 01207 581009
MOBILE 0771 820 1050

All windows and doors 70mm internal
beaded to British Standards

F.EN.S.A.REGISTERED COMPANY No 30009

As fresh il
As a ..... %‘7

Have you forgotten how colourful
and “nice to touch” your carpets **,
used to be?

With Rainbow International, your carpets
are really deep down clean, brighter and
soft. They smell as fresh as a daisy.

We clean, care for and restore your

carpets, rugs and upholstery and

much more.

Do you need your Patios & Drives
power-washing? Save yourself the hard work
and let us do it for you. Simply call ......

Rainbow International

Durham & Stanley
01207 501730

Unit 5A Park Road South Ind. Est.
Blackhill Consett DHS 5PY

Email: c.jobling @rainbow-int.co.uk
Web: www.rainbow-int.co.uk

A FRANCHISE OWNED & OPERATED UNDER LICENCE

axtn
DALEDE SOANTACL
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By running the raffle Lisa
Simmonds and Lynn

Whitfield earned matched
their

funding  from

employers, Barclay’sBank.
The event supports the
work of Fathers Alex and
CaetanoinGoa. Bothpriests

have visited All Saints as
guests of Canon Spence, and
several visits by parishioners

to Goa have been organised.

The
musicians
raising
funds for
Goa

EP CAROL SERVICE

Every seat was taken and
it was standing at the back
of the Parish Church for
this annual service, led by
the Children of Year 5 at
the EP School. The lovely
singing of carols was
interspersed with readings
pertaining to the Nativity,
which was performed in a
more traditional style,
completely inkeeping with
the surroundings.

More readings, carols and
a different version of

‘Away in a Manger’
performed beautifully by
the school choir followed.
Readings continued with
an explanation of the
symbolism of the
Christingle followed by a
precision slow march
three times around the
Churchby Year3 children
holdingtheir Christingles.
The atmosphere was
calm, relaxed andpeaceful.
Canon Peter
Waterhouse, who had

previously thanked
children for their prayers
during his recent illness,
gave a short, simple
address which was
meaningful to the children,
before the final carol, ‘O
Comeall YeFaithful’. Head
Teacher, Jane Davis,
thanked everyone for the
their support and offered
seasonal greetings. A
retiring collection was
donated to the Down’s
Syndrome Association.

Children from Year 3 at the EP School carefully carrying their Christingles

CAROLS AND HOT CHOCOLATE

There was a very good
turnout of children,
parents and others on the
Village Green, for what
has now become a
traditional venue for the
EP School to sing carols
at  Christmas. The
atmosphere was extremely
happy and it was over all
too soon before heading
back to the school hall for
hot chocolate. This was
prepared and served by
the staff and eagerly
consumed by the singers.

Cold, thirsty lads eagerly drink their hot chocolate



CRABS AND C

Lanchester Wildlife
Group were delighted to
welcome Matt Bentley,
Professor of Marine
Biology at Newcastle
University, to their
January meeting. His
subject was the arrival in
England of two
undesirable aliens.
Among species which
have arrived here and
outstayed their welcome
are grey squirrels, which
carry a virus harmless to
themselves but harmful to
the native red squirrel, and
the Himalayan Balsamand
rhododendron, both of
which spread like wildfire
and can smother native
plants.

The American signal
crayfish were brought here

Matt Bentley takes a close look at a

for breeding in captivity
about 1970, but escaped
and are found throughout
Southern England. They
are much bigger than our
native crayfish, who can
notcompete, and they also
carry a disease which
attacks native crayfish.
They burrow into river
banks, causing erosion,
and are a nuisance to
anglersby eating fisheggs.
Getting rid of them by
trapping is effective in
removing the larger
crayfish, but their young
continue to breed and the
trapping campaign must
be prolonged to have any
effect.

The Chinese mitten crab,
so called for the woolly
‘mittens’ on its front

RAYFISH

Mitten Crab

claws, probably arrived in
ships’ water ballast about
1935, and is well
established in the Thames
but has reached the Tyne.
It lives in river water but
mates in sea water, then
migrates upstream. It is a
voracious predator, eats
fish-eggs and like the
crayfish burrows into river
banks. It can also walk up
to 1000 metres on land.
There have been proposals
to create a mitten crab
“fishery’ in the Thames, as
they are a popular food in
the Far East and sell at $30
a kilo, but they are known
to harbour a parasite
dangerous to humans.
Professor Bentley
illustrated his talk with
excellent illustrations.

/

Discounted bab

T Lkl facky
1 day aursery |

Maiden Law, Near Lanchester
laces and sibling discounts are now

available at Littlefeet

4> Our seven guarantees ensure your child is safe and secure,
happy, well fed and intellectually stimulated

We also offer Free Nursery Education

\

Services

\_

& Children age 3 (subject to various Government guidelines)
are eligible for free nursery education. Contact us for free
leaflet giving full details

&: We have a continuous improvement policy and work closely
with Durham County Council Children & Young People

Come & look around our friendly & homely Children’s Day Nursery
Call Anna or Kristy to arrange your visit:
01207 528581

Have a look at our Nursery website
www.littlefeetnursery.co.uk

J. DANIELS .JOINERY

All domestic Joinery work undertaken

KITCHENS DESIGNED AND FITTED

~Door~Skirting~Loft storage~Spindles

Time served joiner specialist in property
renovation. References available.

:» For a free quote call Jon on

_ Tel: 01207281546
‘" Mob: 07786248574

DENIE (L)

DURHAM ELECTRICAL MAINTENANCE ENGINEERS

Contact Paul Milburn for a Free Estimate.
Domestic & Commercial Electrical Work
carried out to IEE Wiring Regulations

18 BROADOAK DRIVE, LANCHESTER DH7 OQA
Phone 01207 529145 Mobile 07786 233417
EMAIL DEMEItd @taltalk.net

new image
o

| |

North East Premier Hair Salon
Celebrating 28 yrs.
in hairdressing
Specialist in all areas of Hairdressing

1-2 Front Street Lanchester
01207 520331
“North East Bridal Champions™
BALMAIN REAL HAIR
EXTENSIONS AVAILABLE
=—— 2 ——
Beauty and Tanning

Complete range of

beauty treatment
for
Women and Men

Front Street Lanchester
01207 529994 for appointment

J

Lanchester Pharmacy

Front Street, Lanchester
Telephone/Fax 01207 520365

e Discounted perfumes and gift sets
* Toiletries
*  Makeup

e Wide range of vitamins and
supplements

We are here for your
health and care needs

We are a “FRIEND” of the Community Centre
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Name

Address

Please send your entries (by deadline date on back
page)to The Village Voice, c/o Lanchester Community
Centre, Newbiggen Lane, Lanchester, DH7 0JQ.

CRINNIONS OF LANCHESTER
TRADITIONAL MASTER BUTCHERS
& DELICATESSEN
D7 '] Established 1959
= \ BUTCHERS Tel: 01207 520376
DELICATESSEN Tel: 01207 520269

3]
=38~ 2] & 25 FRONT STREET,
LANCHESTER, Co DURHAM, DH7 O0LA

CROSSWORD 32
There were just 12
entries in our
competition last month.
The winner in the draw
was Suzanne Ward of
Humberhill Drive who
willreceivethe £10prize.
Test your skill on John
Wilson’s latest
challenge.

ACROSS

9,11. Heavenly cover-up 3.  Point to down at heel
(7,2,3,4) track (5)

10. Loyal tanks cover 4,  Writers circumscribe
allied conference nine hills (8)

venue (5) 5. Remove from brief
11.  See9 facetious behaviour
12. Postal service (7) 6)
13. Quarrel (4) 6. Study of water

14.  Fundamental (10)
16. Put out to test the 7.

resources (9)
Cat-walk A-line show

water (7) covers basic material
17.  Temping for colour (6)

(7 8. Dirty regal hobby is
19. Fan (10) rip-off (8,7)
22. Vote to stop (4) 15.  Returning, Idupe with

24. Il-natured (7)
25.  Youngster we blame 17,

rate coveringreject (9)
Good Samaritan was

(3.4 no such thing (6-2)
26.  Incompetent (5) 18. Smear led to
27, Akela(3,6) gemstones (8)
DOWN 20. Wobble (6)
1. Tdrop shaft speed to  21. With the pawnbroker
very low point (6,2,7) (2,4)
2. Sounds like incomer 23. Five in rising reef
consumed to annoy excitement (5)
®)
ANSWERS TO CROSSWORD 32
ACROSS DOWN
5. feisty 1. sinister
6. cavity 2. attend
9. active 3. nail-bomb
10.  militant 4. Milton
11. flat 5. fickle
12.  disjointed 7. yonder
13.  crystal ball 8. amuse a crowd
18.  hobby-horse 14.  Schubert
21. barb 15.  laburnum
22.  crossbow 16.  torrid
23.  garter 17.  ardent
24.  dreary 19.  bushel
25. flaunt 20.  Engels

SUDOKU

There is just one simple rule in Sudoku. Each row and each column must contain
the numbers 1 to 9, and so must each 3 x 3 box. See next month for answers.

7

8 | 4

Taylor-Made Woodwork

Joinery and Interior Decorating
For a friendly and professional service
contact Geoff for a free estimate

Tel: 01207 237055 K|[& ] Fngistered
Mob: 07887 814110 ][] aser
Email: geoff @taylor-madewoodwork.co.uk
Website: taylor-madewoodwork.co.uk

Comaty Durbaim

ADVANCED

David Gallagher
DECORATING

Painter and Decorator
4 Woodside Tce,
Stanley

Co.Durham DH9 7THG
01207 231338

07887 881396

davidg3001 @talktalk.net

il
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CAROLS AT WILLOW BURN

December 12th was a
lovely day at Willow
Burn Hospice for both
patients and staff, as
children from All Saints
Primary School arrived
with Head Teacher, Mrs
Karen McKenna, to
sing carols. After some
enthusiastic, melodious

il

singing, the children
enjoyed juice and
biscuits while happily
circulating among the
residents and staff,
chatting away
informally.

One patient was so
overwhelmed by the
politeness, friendliness

and behaviour of the
children that £1 was
given to each child by
that person.
Everyone at Willow
Burn would like to thank
Mrs McKenna and the
children for such a
memorable, seasonal
visit.

The lovely carol singers from All Saints Primary School who entertained
patients and staff at Willow Burn Hospice

LIBRARY CHRISTMAS CRAFTS

TR

i1 L

A Christmas craft session in the library was a great success, to
such an extent that the production of angels, snowmen and smiley
reindeer had to be divided between two workshops supervised
by friendly librarians and mums. As can be seen, the results
were excellent.

DAVIES TAXIS
Fast & Friendly Service

AIRPORT RUNS £17.50 - .
CONTRACTWORK %
i

24HOURSERVICE

07939 93 35 77

WALKED ON! —

STOMPED ON! -
RUN OVER ! =
ARE YOUR CARPETS &
UPHOLSTERY CRYING OUT
FOR HELP ANP (N.E,) LTD

=g T'\(n)llﬂthglijAs'lTEfYALL U ALLEN & NICKY PHILIPS

R DIRECTOR / OPERATORS

Phone: 01207 562182
Mobile: 07841677627 |PROFESSIONAL CARPET

Email: &
jllen @cp1528.freeserve.co.uk UPHOLSTERY CLEANERS

Jack Clegram
Horticultural Engineers

We service all models of mowers,
strimmers and generators

Unit 3a Tow Law Industrial Estate .
Dans Castle, Tow Law DL34BB &
01388730577 0r07714 169191 ¥y~

A.G-ROOFING—

*BUILT-UP FELT ROOFING * SLATING *
*TILING * GUTTERING *uPVC FASCIAS *
* SOFFITTS etc.

- ALL WORK GUARANTEED -

FREEPHONE: Andy 01207 529936
Mobile: 07753 353906

Dave Donnelly
Witbank Garage
Lanchester
Co. Durham
DH7 OHS

01207 529192

Now at new location, Hallgarth Terrace, Lanchester

ANSWER TO LAST MONTH’S

SUDOKU
8 3(2|6|1|4(|T7 |59
6 4|98 |5 |7|2|3 1
1, 6|7]3]9|2|4|8 6
4 1|62 |7(5|13|9) 8
912|814 |3|6|7]|5
3 /7|59 |8 6|14 2
2/ B|3|4|6|9(|5 |17
79|45 2|1]|8|6]3
5 6|17 |3 |89 |2 4
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The Village

Calendar

The Village Calendar is
situated in the Community
Centre on the board just
outside the entrance to
the Dining Room.
During the last year
several events were
arranged on the same date
and this has brought
disappointment to many
people. An entry on the
Village Calendar will help
to avoid this situation. A
majorevent showing date,
organisation and venue
is all that is required.

Country
Market

Pies, pastries, cakes,
eggs, vegetables, jams
and crafts are available in
the Community Centre on
Saturday 7th February,
starting 10 am. You could
have a cup of tea and a
scone as well.

Short

Walks

The Short Circuits RA
group have a 4-mile walk
on 7th February starting at
the Travellers’ Rest pub
south of Slaley (NY
959586), starting at
10.30 am,anda5.5milewalk
from Monkseaton Metro
Station(NZ347721)on21st
February, same time.

Lanchester
History Society
The Lindisfarne
Gospels is kept in the
British Library in
London where it is seen
by visitors from all over
the world. However, a
copy of the gospels,
weighing some 28lbs, is
held in  Durham
Cathedral Treasury.
This copy will be on
display in the Community
Centre when Miss Anne
Heywood, Chapter
Steward at Durham
Cathedral, will give a talk
on the history of the
Gospels on Friday 6th
February, commencing at
the usual time of 7.30 pm.
Time will be made
available for questions
and viewing of the
Gospels.

WI
The February meeting will
be held on Monday 2nd
February in the small hall
of the Community Centre
at 7 pm. Visitors are
welcome, admission £1.
The speaker will be
Margaret Walters with a
Photographic Psalmody.
Inthebusy world welivein
today this will beapeaceful
interlude of music and
photos. The competition
is a flower card.

Lanchester
Social Club

Entertainment
Saturday 7th February
Noel Curtis, Fabulous
Vocalist
Saturday 14th February
Lee Mathews, Terrific
Vocalist
Saturday 21st February
Karaoke
Saturday 28th February
Maggie Wright,
Knockout Vocalist

Wildlife Group
The group meets in the
small hall of the
Community Centre on
Tuesday February 10th to
hear a talk on hedgerows,
a valuable special habitat
for wildlife, by Jane
Young, starting at
7.30 pm.

Mothers’ Union
The next meeting is on
Wednesday 11th
February at7.30 pmin the
Chapter House when
Stephen Burt will give a
talk about Rudyard
Kipling.

Sunday Bridge
Sunday Bridge sessions
in the Community Centre
insupport of Centre funds
resume on February 22nd,
starting at 2 pm. The
entrance fee is £3.

WHAT’S ON?

Love Letters
The above play, written
by A R Gurney, will be
enacted at Lanchester
Community Centre on
Sunday 22nd February,
starting at 7.30 pm, and
starring Colin Baker and
Louise Jameson. A
licensed bar is available.
Tickets priced £14,
concessions £9, are
available from the
Community  Centre,
phone 521275.

Badminton
Open Invitation
We are a small group of
players who meet at Croft
View every Monday. If
you are a Badminton
Player who would like to
join us, you will be very
welcome. Please come to
the Top Hall, Croft View
at10.00 am.

MP Surgery
Our Member of
Parliament, Hilary
Armstrong, will be
holding her surgery,
where constituents can air
their concerns, at St
Patrick’s, Victoria Road,
Consett on Saturday
February 7th, starting at
11am.

Song ‘n’ Stuff Presens

! T |
T

LOUISE

VID

L L

. Lanchester Community Centre .

JAMESON COLIN BAKER

By
RWI

Sunday Feb 22nd at 7.30pm

Love Letters: £14,

concessions £9

Songs ‘vé Sentyf Presents

“@hamber Lot

Saturday February 7th at 7.30pm
at Lanchester Community Centre

@he Ftring Quartet of the
Qustoms house Woncert Grechestra
presents an evening of
chamber music for all tastes...
from Bach to the Beatles!

| | Ay

‘ a8

Chamber Pot £10, concessions £7

Licensed bar available.

Tickets available from Lanchester Community Centre 01207 521275 or Songs 'n’ Stuff: 07853 386379
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Film Club
OnSunday, 15thFebruary,
the film ‘The
Counterfeiters’ will be
screened atthe Community
Centre at 7.30 pm.
Everyone  welcome,
admission £2 members,
£3.50 non-members.
Described as an intense
war time drama based on
the true story of
concentration camp Jews
who escaped the gas
chambers by forging
millions of pounds and
US dollars for the Nazi
Project ‘Operation
Berhard’ - the biggest
counterfeiting scamever,
designed to undermine
the allied economies and
fill the Nazi war-chest.
This is an extraordinary
film on many levels forits
human drama and the
contradictions and
complexities it raises, in
exploring the depth of
moral compromise in
moving detail.

Flower Club
The clubmeets at 2 pm on
Wednesday 25th
February for the annual
general meeting followed
by atalk entitled “Get Me
To The Church On Time”
by Rita Braithwaite of
Cotherstone.

Friends of
Longovicium
The group which studies
our Roman Fort will meet
on Thursday 26th
Februaryinthe Community
Centre, startingat7.30 pm.

Church Notices
(not in Lanchester)

The church will host an
evening of fine dining,
super entertainment and
gracious hostility.

Faith supper Sunday at
5.00 pm - prayer and
medication to follow.

Next Thursday there will
be auditions for the choir.
They need all the help
they can get.



COMING SHORTLY

2009 Litter-
Pick

The Partnership, with the
support of the Parish
Council, is arranging the
annual litter-pick to take
place on Saturday 28th
March. It will be much the
same as in previous years,
with an ‘HQ’ tent on the
green from which you will
be able to get bin-bags,
high-visibility jackets and
litter-pickers.
Please make a note of the
date and come along and
joinin.
If anyone would like to
organise an associated
activity, for example a
local litter-pick around
where they live or aschool
poster  competition,
please will they ring Jill
Gladstone on 528 114.

Churches
Together -
Lenten Lunches
This year Lenten
Lunches will be held at
Lanchester Methodist
Church every Tuesday
throughout March. It will
be anew course for Lent
2009 based on the work
of John Young called
‘Faith, Hope and Love’.
The dates are March 3rd,
10th, 17th, 22nd, 31st -
time, 12.00 - 1.00 pm.
Soup and drinks will be
provided. Please bring a
contribution for lunch.

All are welcome.

2009 Lions’
Carnival
This will take place on
Saturday 20th June.
Please keep the date free.

The Magic of
Hollywood

Lanchester and District
Choral and Amateur
Operatic Society will
present ‘The Magic of
Hollywood’ on 11th, 12th
and 13th March at
7.15 pmin St.Bede’sRC
School, together with the
Karen Stewart Dance and
Performing Arts
Academy. The producer
and musical director is
David Hughes.

Tickets are £7.50 for
adults and £4.50 for
children. Make a note in
your diary now.

Planning ahead?
Please try to avoid
published dates above. Let
us know about any future
events. Ring 520559.

NEW YEAR CEILIDH

Lanchester Wildlife Group again organised an excellent ceilidh at the
Community Centre on New Year’s Eve with music by Angels of the North and

Friends.

Our picture shows Rosemary Chessum and friends enjoying the
dancing. Thanks to Derek Reeve for the photo.

LADIES WHO LUNCH

Thursday December
4th - the day it really
snowed - we were
booked into the Duke
of Wellington at Riding
Mill for our Christmas
meal. To begin with it
did seem that we
wouldn’t make it -
getting cars to the main
road was the major
hurdle. Sadly we werea
depleted group but we

did make it, going the
long way round via the
Metro Centre, the roads
were virtually clear by
midday.

The Wellington was
beautifully decked out for
Christmas and made us
most welcome.

We sampled a crayfish
and a pate starter, main
course was pheasant,
salmon or turkey and for

pud we had chocolate
torte and a meringue
with seasonal berries
followed by coffee - a
lovely meal.
We decided to play safe
and go home the long
way via the Metro
Centre - after all it was
a 20% off everything
day at M&S and how
could we miss that.
The Gourmet Girls

W1 NEWS

Jennifer and Ann wearing fascinators

Our first meeting of the
year was held on 5th
January in the small hall
of the Community Centre.
President Jennifer
Macdonald welcomed
along with existing
members 3 visitors and 3
new members.

The speakers were
Jennifer Macdonald and
Ann Carr who talked
about their visit to
Denman WI College
where they learnt how to
make fascinators . As well
as giving a very
entertaining talk they also
wore each of the
fascinators they had
created as they talked

about them, describing
how they were made and
the different techniques
used. Barbara Sproat then
gave a vote of thanks.

There was no competition
this month but members
had been asked to wear a
head ornament. Pat
Cotrell won the prize in
the funniest section with
herreindeer ear muffs and
Margery Raper the prize
for the prettiest with a
fascinator she had made
herself. The winner of the
raffle was Angela
Velleman The evening
ended with ginger wine,
shortbread and members
buying from a sales table.

WEDNESDAY BRIDGE

e Bridge
enthusiasts
i thanked the
organiser of their
duplicate bridge
club, Peter
Curnow, with a
small gift during
the final evening
of 2008, and
enjoyed light
refreshments. The
club is held on
Wednesday
evenings in All
Saints Parish
Centre.

THURSDAY CLUB

The Thursday Club had
a really happy start to
2009. Lusciousnibbles,
drink, and agreeable
company - a very
enjoyable evening. We
now look forward to

another good year of
meetings and outings,
particularly our planned
birthday party in March
when we’re off out for
the day with lunch at
Langley Castle.
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LIONS’ TRAVELLIN G

GROTTO

On a cold Sunday
afternoon in December,
Lions Tony Corry and
Tommy Robinson
escorted Santa Claus
through some of the
villagesinthe surrounding
area. This tradition has
gone on for many years
and the people and
children of: Hollinside;
Satley; Cornsay Village;
Cornsay Colliery;
Hamsteels; and Wilks Hill,

start to Christmas for them.
The whole journey takes
about 2- 3hours andis well
worth making the effort.
Approximately 40 or so
children were seen by
Santa and each received
free sweets/chocolates.

Lots of the mothers
received a bonus cuddle
fromthe maninred, himself!
The Lions Club would like
to thank Lanchester Motor
Services for the loan of the

look forward to this fun transit van which was very
visit, which makes a great much appreciated.

kA paternal looking Santa is left holding the baby while the
siblings look on. Photo taken at Cornsay Colliery.

Despite depleted numbers
these days the Lions still
managed to organise their
annual Pub Crawl. Three
hearty members and Santa
Claus felt forced to take up
the opportunity of visiting
all the watering holes in
the village on the Friday
before Christmas. How
committed they must be!
And what a good time they
had! Thanks to the
generosity of the public

who frequented the Kings
Head, the Queens Head,
the Black Bull and the
Social Club, an excellent
total of £193.32 wasraised
for the Welfare Fund. The
Lions would like to thank
the landlords of those
establishments for
allowing them to collect,
the patrons who tolerated
their presence, and
willingly put money in the
collection boxes.

A lovely cuddle for Santa from Lisa Parry (left), and Rachel Simpson, who were
having a quiet dink in the Kings when Santa pounced on them

CAROLS FROM ST BEDE’S

Pupils from Year 7 and the Sixth Form at St Bede’s Catholic School, with music teacher, Mr Robinson, left, sing some
lovely carols and seasonal songs in aid of Willow Burn Hospice

NS

MICHAEL HARROP

uPVCDOORS, WINDOWS & CONSERVATORIES
Double Glazing Repair Service Available For INU.
Failed Units Including Fittings: Door Locks
Hinges etc.Facia and Guttering
46 Gill Street Consett
Co. Durham DHS8 7JT
Telephone (01207) 504230

REGISTEEEI\[I)SSOMPANY Mobile 07828128689

Published by Lanchester Publications Ltd, 49 Lintzford
Road, Rowlands Gill, NE39 1HG and printed by InPrint,
Unit 2C, Hownsgill Park, Consett, Co Durham, DH8

NEXT
DEADLINE

Please send any articles
for the next edition of the
Village Voice by Tuesday
17th February.

The deadline for adverts
is 15th February.

The views expressed in this periodical are not necessarily
those of the publishers. Whilst all efforts are made to
check the authenticity and accuracy of all articles
submitted for publication, occasionally something is
bound to be printed incorrectly. Please let us know and
we will endeavour to correct the mistake.
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