
The Village Voice  Page 1

Issue No 4  Volume 16 For contact information, see page 2Lanchester, April 2015

EASTER  IN  LANCHESTER

As part of the Parish Church’s contribution to

Churches Together in Lanchester, the ladies, their

families, distant friends and relatives have knitted

420 daffodils. They were given out to spread the

Easter message of New Life and New Hope.

See story page 5

The lovely cross adorned with daffodils at the EP School.

The Easter service outside the Methodist Church. See page 4

Some of the village children who helped to spruce up the

village at the annual Litterpick. See story page 7

The annual Egg Bouling event took place as usual on Easter

Monday. The winners of the Egg decorating competition were:

Evie, Catherine, Alice and Matthew. See story page 6
Nursery children from the EP School on their way to an

Easter Parade to show off their Easter Bonnets.
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IT'S  ALL

ABOUT  PEOPLE

To  advertise:

Contact John Hurran,

Advertising Manager

Telephone: (01207)

520288 or 07952836475

Email: villagevoice

adverts@talktalk.net

General and news

enquiries:

(01207)  520559

By  email:

lanchestervillagevoice

@yahoo.co.uk  (please

include Village Voice in

the Subject line).

By  post:

The Village Voice, c/o

Lanchester Community

Centre, Newbiggen Lane,

Lanchester, DH7 0PB.

How to contact
the Village

Voice

Community
Draw

The winning number in

the Community Draw for

March was 112. The draw

was made by S Bates.

LANCHESTER CARPETSLANCHESTER CARPETSLANCHESTER CARPETSLANCHESTER CARPETSLANCHESTER CARPETS
THE QUALITY RETAILER GIVING

FRIENDLY RELIABLE SERVICE

- Free estimates
- Free local delivery
- Expert fitting service
- Rugs and Vinyls
- 100’s Rems

9 Church View

Lanchester

01207 521771

Mobile Bicycle Repairs
Lanchester’s own bike mechanic
Cytech qualified, Pick-up/drop-off

07985 321203
n e i l @ t h e f l y i n g s p a n n e r . c o . u k

Approximately 50 people

attended the Community

Centre on Saturday 11th

April for the unveiling of

the World War I Memorial

Plaque. The event began

with coffee/teas and cakes

as people settled in.  There

was a very good turnout of

members  from the Consett

Branch of the Royal British

Legion, including two

Standard Bearers, Graham

Meek and Simon Owen.

Proceedings began with a

brief speech from

Councillor Ossie Johnson,

who felt that the plaque

should be relocated from

Park House, now sold, to

the Community Centre

where members of the

community could readily

view it. Arthur Maughan

MBE, Chairman of the

Centre, had welcomed

this idea.

Ossie Johnson went on to

thank the members of the

Royal British Legion for

attending and bringing

their standards. He also

thanked Aubrey O’Brien

for undertaking the

cleaning and restoration

WORLD  WAR  I  PLAQUE
UNVEILED

The Community Centre

staff would like to thank

County Durham Youth

Offending Service for

their help with painting

the front porch in

preparation for the new

War Memorial Plaque.

They did a great job.

Thank you.

Community
Centre thanks

The unveiling of the World War I Memorial plaque by Councillor Ossie

Johnson and Arthur Maughan MBE, with Royal British Legion Standard

Bearers, Simon Owen and Graham Meek.

Dear Village Voice

After 40 years with the

Newcastle Evening

Chronicle and now the

Sunday People, I have

lived in my own little

football world and have

not had a clue or any

interest in politics.

But after being seconded

onto the Campaign for the

Protection of Rural

Lanchester I have been

made very much aware of

what an outstanding

Member of Parliament we

have in Pat Glass.

She has really pulled out

the stops both in

Parliament and Durham to

stop these unwanted

developers turn our lovely

village into a town and I

loved her email to the

developers about their

doctored photographs.

She has also stood with us

on several other issues

including the flooding.

Not only this, but Pat has

also been an excellent

constituency MP, only too

Dear
Village....

The views expressed in letters to the editor are not necessarily
those of the newspaper, the editor or persons working for the
newspaper. The editor retains the right to cut or amend any
letter published. Letters must contain your name, address and
telephone no, all of which may be withheld at your request.

ready to help her

constituents sort out any

domestic issues they may

have.

Alan Oliver, a Lanchester

resident for 46 years

See note above, Editor

of the plaque. Finally, he

thanked Arthur Maughan

and members of the

Lanchester Community

Association for agreeing

to display the memorial

plaque in the Community

Centre.

Arthur Maughan made a

succinct reply, mainly

endorsing Ossie’s

comments saying that the

Community Centre is the

heart of the village, a well

used place with many

affiliated organisations

using it as well as the

general public. He was

pleased to have been

offered the opportunity to

place the World War I

Plaque in the Centre.  The

plaque was then unveiled

with as many people as

could be squeezed into

the entrance area

watching the ceremony.

Edith Pierce

celebrated

her 99th

Birthday

with family

on Saturday

28th March

and was

presented

with a

beautiful

bouquet by

Rev Rupert

Kalus on

Palm Sunday

morning.

99  YEARS  YOUNG
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David Chapman
Plumbing & Heating

Established 1981

WaterSafe Registered

Telephone: (01207) 521501

Mobile: 07977 502536

Call David Chapman, a SURESTOP
registered installer, for advice and a

free estimate.

The easy way to turn off water

surestop - the easy
way to turn off

mains water at the
flick of a switch

Powered by water pressure - the surestop
requires NO batteries or electricity

ChrisCatCare
Professional Home Visit

Cat Care Service
Derwentside/Durham areas

Going Away? Call today....

Tel. 07756 - 105095

email: chriscatcare@gmail.com

Specialist in all areas of Hairdressing

1-2 Front Street Lanchester

01207 520331

Beauty Treatment

For Women and Men

North East Award winning

Premier Hair Salon

Complete range of beauty treatment

new image
hair & beauty

“North East Bridal

Champions”

Celebrating 34yrs.

 in hairdressing

Lanchester businessman Paul Jackson, until recently owner of MIS Ltd in

Leadgate, retired on 26th February. He was presented with a retirement

gift by SGS UK Managing Director, Pauline Earl, which in true form he

asked to be donated to Willow Burn Hospice. Paul spent 33 years with MIS

which was bought by Swiss based SGS in August 2013.

LOCAL  BUSINESSMAN  RETIRES

FAMILY  CELEBRATES  80th  BIRTHDAY
The Redfearn

family gathered

from places as

far apart as

Somerset and

New Zealand to

help celebrate

the 80th

birthday of

their father,

Frank.

The party took

place at the

Community

Centre where

relatives and

friends enjoyed

a meal and a

lively ceilidh.

The picture

shows Frank

with sons,

daughters and

grandchildren.
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L a n c h e s t e r  B r i d a l

TE L:   01207 437241
5 Front Street,  Lanchester,  DH7 OLA

Complete wedding service
under one roof. Bridal and

bridesmaids gowns, bespoke
wedding tiaras and jewellery.

Prom Gowns Now Available

David Chapman

Plumbing & Heating
Established 1981

WaterSafe Registered

For free estimate and advice

Telephone: (01207) 521501

Mobile: 07977 502536

Three wooden crosses

were erected on the village

green in the week leading

up to Easter. On Friday of

that week, Good Friday, at

9.30 am a group of

approximately 50

Lanchester residents

stood near those crosses

for a short service of

remembrance for Jesus

Christ who was nailed onto

a cross to die. This is a

central truth of Christianity

and so Christian people

from each of our village

churches had gathered to

witness to the fact that they

believe in Jesus Christ, the

Son of God and love Him,

as He loves us.

It was a dull day, umbrellas

were up and the hymn

sheets soggy, but the dull,

dark weather could not

diminish the Light of Christ

and the faith of Christians

from all our village

churches. The Reverend

Rupert Kalus led the

service of readings and

several appropriate hymns

before people dispersed to

their own churches for

further acts of worship on

this special day in the

Easter Festival.

Brenda Craddock

GOOD  FRIDAY

Rev Stuart Earl carries the cross from the Village

Green to the Methodist Church.

EASTER  SATURDAY

Saturday 4th April, a short service on the Village Green.

Churches Together is

very much alive in

Lanchester and the three

Churches take every

opportunity to work

together to promote the

Gospel of Jesus Christ.

The Easter Festival is one

of the main Christian

Festivals and it is not

surprising that ‘Churches

Together’ took the

opportunity to present

the truths of this festival

in our village. The format

of it was the same as in

previous years because

it has worked so well.

The activity of it and the

outreach is centred at

the Methodist church,

where coffee is served

as it is every Saturday

morning, but on this

particular Saturday it is

the members of the

Churches Together

Committee who serve

the coffee. During this

time a short service of

praise and prayer is

presented outside. The

Reverend Rupert Kalus

and Reverend Stuart

Earl, his wife and

members of each church,

led the readings and

prayers and some lovely

hymns were sung,

accompanied by Harry

Carr’s ensemble and

members of Lanchester

Brass Band. The service

is interspersed with

three short breaks to

restore cold hands, feet

and lips of the

instrumentalists, and

during these breaks,

delicious hot cross buns

are distributed in the

village to shopkeepers

and shoppers. They are

wrapped in a white

serviette bearing the

following meaningful

question ‘Why a cross

on a Hot Cross Bun? The

Bible also asks the

question of all of us at

Easter, with the vision of

the cross. ‘Is it nothing

to you all you who pass

by?’ What would your

answer be?

Brenda Craddock

Margaret Gill offers free hot cross buns to people at the Bridal Shop.
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Wear Smart n Spray
Mobile Paint, Body & Trim Repair

If you’ve got a Scuff or Scrape,
a Dent or a Ding

I’m your man, call

Repairs at your home

Michael Willingale
07917607519

Karen Topping
For all your travel needs

Your Lanchester based personal travel agent
available 24/7. So ring Karen anytime to

discuss your next holiday experience.

01207 668440 / 07881558492
karen.topping@travelcounsellors.com

Call Alan on 01207 521628 or

07961497093

e-mail pcassist4@gmail.com

PC - ASSIST
Lanchester and surrounding area.Lanchester and surrounding area.Lanchester and surrounding area.Lanchester and surrounding area.Lanchester and surrounding area.
Friendly assistance with PC andFriendly assistance with PC andFriendly assistance with PC andFriendly assistance with PC andFriendly assistance with PC and

tablet related problems. Learn howtablet related problems. Learn howtablet related problems. Learn howtablet related problems. Learn howtablet related problems. Learn how
to use your PC in the comfort ofto use your PC in the comfort ofto use your PC in the comfort ofto use your PC in the comfort ofto use your PC in the comfort of

your own home.your own home.your own home.your own home.your own home.

As the sun rose on Easter

morning, residents in

Lanchester woke up to a

spectacular sight of

hundreds of knitted

daffodils covering the

village.  Volunteers from

the three churches in the

village have spent the last

few weeks knitting over

1300 daffodils.  Each

daffodil had a tag on it

saying, “Easter brings

new life, new hope” and

an encouragement to

“take this daffodil home

with you”, along with a

link to the facebook page

daffodilsoflanchester.

The facebook page had

over 1000 people view it

within the first 12 hours.  

The idea sprang from the

‘yarn bomb’ of knitted

angels in Tynemouth at

Christmas.  Organiser

Sonia Filmer said, “We

were looking for a way of

expressing to the village

the joy we feel on Easter

morning.  Daffodils are

my favourite flowers as

they bring their boldness

and cheer year on year in

spring, regardless of how

bleak or harsh a winter we

have experienced.  By

giving someone a hand-

made daffodil, we hope it

will provide some

happiness, whatever

situation they find

themselves in.  There is

so much enthusiasm and

talent in the churches in

our wonderful village that

I knew people would

support the yarn bomb

idea. However, I have been

astounded by the final

number of daffodils we

received.  There are just

over 2000 houses in the

village, so that puts into

perspective the amazing

achievement of knitting

over 1000 daffodils.”

Daffodils were also given

to residents in eight

residential homes, the local

hospices and to

housebound people in the

village. Minister at

Lanchester Methodist

Church, Rev Stuart Earl

said, “For some knitters it

takes less than an hour to

produce a daffodil whilst

others take much longer,

but they all want to join in

because it is a new way in

which we can get a hope-

filled message across to

those otherwise

untouched by Easter.”

His colleague, Rev Rupert

Kalus, from All Saints’

Parish Church, Lanchester,

said “At Easter Jesus won

new life for all the world.

This is a great way of

sharing something of

God’s amazing love with

our community.”

EASTER  ‘YARN  BOMB’  SEES  LANCHESTER  WAKE  UP  TO
A  HOST  OF  KNITTED  DAFFODILS

Some of the many knitted daffodils laid in the village at Easter.

EP students in front of the beautiful cross of daffodils.

Every year this lovely

service is held in the

Parish Church just before

the school Easter

Holiday. The Easter Story

is told in word, song and

action, beginning with

Jesus riding into

Jerusalem on a donkey

(Palm Sunday) and

followed by the events of

the week (Holy Week)

leading up to Easter.

Central to the story is the

large wooden cross on

which Jesus died on Good

Friday. This bare wooden

cross is set up at the front

of the church in what is

known as the chancel. As

the story of Easter is

being told it is gradually

transformed from a

symbol of tragedy to a

glorious symbol of beauty

and holiness, with the aid

of beautiful daffodils.

Every pupil comes forward

to fix a daffodil on the cross

and parents and friends

who filled the church to

capacity were also invited

to do this. The now

beautiful cross symbolises

that Jesus is risen from the

dead. He is ALIVE and lives

in the hearts of all the

people who believe and

have faith in Him.

The pupils who took part

in the presentation of the

service were years 5 and 2

and they spoke clearly

and confidently but all the

pupils were present in the

main body of the church

and they sang a number

of very tuneful Easter

songs. Reverend Rupert

Kalus always shows his

delight in seeing so many

children and adults in All

Saints’ Church. He visits

the school regularly and

has a great rapport with

the pupils. He always has

a special word for them.

Thank you, Mrs Davis and

every member of staff and

every pupil for relating the

Easter Story to us in such

a wonderful way and

enabling us to see the real

meaning of this great

Christian Festival.

Brenda Craddock

EP  SCHOOL  EASTER  SERVICE
From Tragedy to Triumph
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BENNETT RICHMOND
Solicitors & Estate Agents

ESTATE AGENCY: For a free valuation call 01207 599600   www.bennett-richmond.co.uk

Offices at:

23 Front Street, Lanchester. 01207 521843  and 33 Front Street, Consett. 01207 504141

PROBATE

Wills

Admin of estates

Estate planning

Inheritance disputes

FAMILY

Care proceedings

Divorce

Financial disputes

Domestic violence

CRIME

Police Station

Court representation

PERSONAL INJURY

Workplace

Road traffic accidents

CONVEYANCING

Property purchasing/sale

Mortgages

Leases

ASSET PROTECTION

Trusts

Lasting Powers of Attorney

Court of Protection

EMPLOYMENT

Settlement agreements

Tribunal claims

It was the perfect morning

with a temperature as high

as 22 degrees for this

traditional Easter event in

the village.  The sunny

day drew in many

families from the village

and outside.

Burt Hunter was a little

late due to boiler problems

but was soon underway

giving instructions how

to find the appropriate

ingredients to wrap the

eggs for boiling, ie cow

parsley, celandines, with

other wild flowers to go

with the onion leaves,

peeled by volunteer Phil

from the Margery Flatts

Allotments.

Gathering of these items

was soon finished and

families sat on the floor in

groups wrapping their

eggs ready for boiling.

While this was going on

Ian Tute’s Folk Group

gave some great

entertainment.

Then began the Egg Hunt

up onto Paste Egg Bank

where Elaine Williams had

placed tickets around the

perimeter of the field.

Children rushed off to

find them, returning for

their reward of a sweet/

lolly from Elaine and

friends in the centre.

Soon it was back to the

Green School to listen to

the Paste Egg Song,

courtesy of Burt, Ian and

his Folk Group members.

Chaos always follows as

the judging begins.

Children eagerly crowded

around Burt hoping their

egg would be chosen.

Eggspert, Burt, is the

master! He cast his

professional eye on the

42 eggs that were dyed,

many with such lovely

patterns, before picking

the four best eggs. First

was Catherine Bell’s egg,

2nd Evie Kelly’s, 3rd Alice

Bell’s and 4th Matthew

Bell’s egg. What a

talented group from one

family!

Judging done, another

trek up Paste Egg for the

bouling! Burt explained

the rules but it didn’t

make much difference.

EGG  BOULING  AT  PASTE  EGG  BANK
Children were wildly

running up and down

hurling their eggs

randomly, most from well

over the start line! After

about half an hour time

was up and Poppy

Thompson from Coxhoe

was judged to be the

winner. It was a super

morning. Thanks are due

to Dr Brunt for use of the

field and all the volunteers

who put the event on.
One of the many families seen wrapping their eggs

prior to boiling them.

Burt Hunter (left) and Ian Tute’s Group performing the Paste Egg Song.

Poppy Thompson who

won the Egg Bouling

competition.
The Egg Boulers line up ready to start.

The lovely

decoration on the

winning egg.
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Hanley & Swinbank
Purveyors of fine quality meats

and home cooked food

Family Butcher & Delicatessen

Apart from the normal butchery and
delicatessen products we now offer:-

Wet Fish, Selection of Cooked
Meats and Outside Catering

Open Monday - Saturday from 8 am

01207 529970
14 Front Street Lanchester

our new

BUFFET
MENU

is now available

My home furnishing service
From Hand Made Curtains to Garment Alterations

Free collection and delivery within local area
No job too small

Call Alice on 01207 529797
or mobile 07913 789080

~Doors~Skirting~Loft storage~Spindles~

Time served joiner specialist in property
renovation. References available.

For a free quote call Jon on

Tel: 01207513520

 Mob: 07786248574

J. DANIELS  JOINERY
Internal doors with handles and hinges

supplied and fitted from £60 each

A big thank you to the 80

plus people who turned

out on the chilly Saturday

morning of 21st March to

help clean up the litter in

and around Lanchester. At

least 70 bags of rubbish

were collected together

with various oddments that

had been abandoned in the

undergrowth; a child’s

broken scooter, a packable

deckchair, a metal gate and

stacks of undelivered

Advertisers!  Quite a haul

for a relatively small

community. However each

year the waste level on our

streets is slowly declining,

thanks to the County

Council, Parish Council

and a band of socially

minded residents who not

only turn up at the annual

litter pick, arranged by the

Partnership, but who also

regularly remove litter as

they walk through the

village.  So a big thank you

LANCHESTER  ANNUAL
LITTER  PICK

to one and all but a special

mention to the Guides,

Brownies and Rainbows

with their leaders and

some of their parents who

did a sterling job on

Saturday. One young lad

assisting his grandparents

was heard to say ”This is

fun, almost as good as

Centre Parcs!!”  So parents

if you want a cheap and

educational way of

entertaining your children

join us next year for the

great Lanchester Tidy up!

Two questions remain in

my mind: Who are these

people who dispose of their

crisp packets, drink cans

and bottles in our

undergrowth? And how

do we ensure that the road

sides in our parish are

kept clean and litter free?

Sonny Shepherd

Emily, Grace and Aidan Thirlwell with Esta

Logan, picking litter on the Village Green.

Holly

Goldsmith,

Phoebe

Goldsmith

and Phoebe

Dewar happily

picking litter

in the car park

near the park.

The ‘Organisers’, this year led by Sonny Shepherd, reluctantly line up for

a photo at HQ Litter Pick, on the Village Green.
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Lanchester Pharmacy

Tel 01207520365

Pharmacy Services

The dispensary is closed between
13.00-14.00  therefore collection  of

prescriptions are unavailable at this time.

Front Street Lanchester

NHS New Medicine Service

NHS Smoking Cessation clinic

NHS Check 4 Life health checks

Private Flu Vaccination*

*

*

NHS Flu Vaccination

NHS Medicines Use Review*

*

*

www.lanchesterpharmacy.co.uk

Exhausts at Rock Bottom Prices

We also specialise in
Tyres all sizes, Low profile and run flats (up to 26")

Tyres are fitted using a Hi Tec Tyre changing machine
to safeguard alloy wheel getting scuffed

Brickflats Garage, Tow Law, Bp Auckland
Tel: 01388 730455 or 01388 730483

Web: www.ridleyexhausts.com

“Be Garage Wise”

MOT Testing  (Extra long lift available)

Motorhomes, Vans, Trucks, Cars, Motorcycles and class 7 testing

Also we do
Servicing, Oil and Filter change, Laser Tracking, Wheel
Balancing, Brakes, Clutches, Diagnostics, etc.

Beautil lBeautil lBeautil lBeautil lBeautil leeeeeyyyyy
Mobile Beauty and Sports Fitness Therapy

Let Beautilley come to you and enjoy
a salon/spa experience in the

comfort of your own home

Call Ann on: 07534775077
Email: beautilley@hotmail.com

Facebook: www.facebook.com/MobileBeautilley

AndSportsFitnessTherapy

2015  GENERAL
ELECTION

Don’t forget to vote
The candidates for the North West Durham

constituency at the General Election on May 7th

are:

Pat Glass Labour Party

Charlotte Haitham Taylor Conservative Party

Bruce Reid UK Independence Party

Mark Shilcock Green Party

Owen Temple Liberal Democrats

LANCHESTER  PARISH
COUNCIL

Because of the early deadline for this edition of the

Village Voice, notes from the April Parish Council

meeting will be published in the next issue.

On Tuesday 4th April we

held our monthly PACT

meeting at Burnhope

Primary School, where the

community were

informed that on 16th

March the residents of

Hollinside were victims of

five burglaries, whereby

persons had forced entry

to a number of sheds

before leaving the area

with a quantity of items. 

A male from Delves Lane

was arrested and a large

quantity of stolen

property was recovered. 

Consett CID are still

investigating these

burglaries and many more

within the Derwentside

area which will result in

the male being charged. 

Alongside this officers

from Consett

Neighbourhood Policing

Team and Safer

Neighbourhoods Team

held a focus group

meeting with all the

residents at Hollinside

and offered crime

prevention advice and set

up a Neighbourhood

Watch Scheme.

This month the main trend

for Lanchester has been

antisocial behaviour. 

Persons are congregating

under the bridge on the

Lanchester Valley Walk

which is accessed via the

King’s Head Car Park and

within the Deanery View

estate.  Evidence of drug

use has been found in

both locations and

cleaned away.  Local

officers are now

conducting daily patrols

in these areas and anyone

believed to be involved in

drug activity has and will

be searched.  Anyone

with information please

contact PCSO Lisa

Jackson on 101.

Over the coming weeks

we are holding some free

bicycle marking events

within the village.  If you

would like to get your

bicycle or scooter security

marked please come along

to either:

Saturday 2nd May -

Hollinside Terrace

between 3-4 pm

Saturday 16th May -

Lanchester Community

Centre between 1-4 pm

Our next PACT meeting is

due to take place on

Tuesday 5th May

between 6.30-7.30 pm at

Burnhope Primary

School; everyone is

welcome!

POLICE  REPORT

Post Master/Newsagent, Tony Moreland, making a point about

unauthorised parking at the back of the former

Queen’s Head. Parking is for residents and

traders who have paid for parking only. No

other people are allowed to park there.

NO  PARKING  AT  THE  QUEEN’S
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E m e r s w o o d  B a k e r y
Family Farmhouse Bakery

* Artisan Breads & Pastries
* Celebration Cakes
* Catering for any Occasion

Contact: Caroline Emerson
t: 01207 528 980 m: 07427 524 779
e: info@emerswoodbakery.co.uk
w: www.emerswoodbakery.co.uk

Jeff Smith School of Motoring
Lanchester Based

- Online Theory & Hazard
      Training completely FREE

Call:- 01207521201 or 07810870378
www.jeffsmith-som.com

- Gift vouchers available

- Major cards taken

MORGAN PLASTERING & PROPERTY

MAINTENANCE

Plastering/rendering

General property repairs

Garage conversions

All insurance work welcome

Based in Lanchester - use local!
0781 8072339 or 01207 521294
www.morganplastering.co.uk

Specialists in damp proofing and damp repairs

 f
re

e 
es

ti
m
at

e

Roofing Specialist
IAN SAYER

Tel: 01207 509862
Mobile: 07947 542570

SLATING - TILING - GUTTERING - REPAIRS

UPVC FASCIAS & SOFFITS - LEADWORK

FLAT ROOFING

36,Gill Street, Consett, Co Durham DH8 7JT

e-mail: Iansayerroofing@btinternet.com

P  K I R B Y
Specialists in Bathroom Refurbishment

Tiling, Shower panels, Pvc Ceilings

and all related Building work

Free Estimates

Plumbing, Heating and Building Services
Est 1987

Tel/Fax: 01207 284230 Mob: 07836742359
Email pk.plumbing@live.com

Specialising in Rewires, Inspections &
Testing. All types of electrical work

undertaken. NO JOB TOO SMALL

ALL WORK GUARANTEED

Call Brian 01207 571966 or

07534739335

Part P Registered

On March 25th  the pupils

in the EP School had a great

afternoon when ‘Fame

Factory Spotlight’

presented a play called

‘Little Green Riding Hood’

written by Scott Clarkson.

This was a play with a

difference as its purpose

was not only to entertain

but to impart valuable

information. You could say

that it was an ecological

play, as it was sponsored

by Northumbria Water.

The vocabulary of the play

reflected this and from the

beginning the children

were involved in it. They

were asked questions

about how they used water

and how careful they were

in their use of it, eg, Did

they make sure taps were

always fully turned off?

Did they use too much

water cleaning their teeth?

Did they use too much

water in the shower and

perhaps leave it dripping a

little? The pupils quickly

got the idea that it is

important to be economical

with water and always to

be aware that water should

not be wasted. We are

fortunate that in our

country we will never be

short of water unlike some

parts of the world where

people do not have

enough and often have to

drink contaminated water.

There were three

performers, Steven

Fawcett, George Gough

and Shannon Jenkins, all

dressed for the characters

they were playing. There

was plenty of humour,

magic tricks, comic

antics and audience

participation, and the

pupils loved it. They

listened intently and did

not hesitate to answer the

thought provoking

questions and join in with

any requests from the cast,

such as singing or

helping with a magic trick.

There was no doubt that

the children would think

much more seriously

about their use of water

and the conservation of

it.  No more leaving taps

on!

Brenda Craddock

End of term Friday was a

lovely day for the children,

rather busy for the staff!

The day included an

Easter Egg Hunt in the

grounds of the school

followed by decorating all

the eggs that had been

brought to school by the

children for the annual

competition.

These wonderfully

decorated eggs by

children, staff and parents

were set out in the

afternoon as families

arrived for their coffee/

teas and look around the

hall at everything that was

displayed.

It really was a fine way to

end the busy term with an

upbeat occasion, so much

enjoyed by everyone.

WATERWORKS

EASTER  ACTIVITIES  AT  THE  EP

EP students engrossed in ‘Little Green Riding Hood’

Evan Conway and George Stephenson with a super display of decorated

Easter Eggs
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Special 3 Course Meal

Only £4.95
Monday - Saturday

12-2pm & 5.30 - 7pm

Happy Hour
Sunday-Monday

All Day & Night
Tuesday to Saturday

12-2pm & 5.30-7pm

Happy Hour only £3.95

(Chicken and Steak dishes an additional £2.00)

21 A Front Street Lanchester 01207 437572

7 Day Evening Special - 3 Courses for £8.95

“Kids eat free on Sundays” (with adult)
Childrens Menu only £2.95

Graham the Gardener
For all your Gardening Needs All Year Round

A Local Business, Free Estimates and Fully Insured

ü Garden Maintenance

ü Turfing

ü Garden Tidy Ups

ü Tree, Hedge and Shrub Work

ü Weed Control

ü Beds and Borders

ü Grass Cutting

ü Fencing

Contact Graham on

Tel No 01207 528016 / 521803

0796 2236826 / 0796 2236829

D . A . R . SD . A . R . SD . A . R . SD . A . R . SD . A . R . S
Domestic Appliance Repair Service

For all Repairs, Sales & Installation of
Domestic Appliances

(Including professional oven cleaning)

Repairing appliances across Co. Durham

All work guaranteed - free quotes
Tel: 01207 591150   www.dars-consett.co.uk

Enquiries at dars.consett@gmail.com
Order your appliance parts at :-

www.dars-parts.co.uk

DURHAM ELECTRICAL MAINTENANCE ENGINEERS

18 BROADOAK DRIVE, LANCHESTER  DH7 OQA

Phone 01207 529145  Mobile 07786 233417

EMAIL DEMEltd@taltalk.net

Contact Paul Milburn for a Free Estimate.

Domestic & Commercial Electrical Work

carried out to IEE Wiring Regulations

THURSDAY  CLUB  35th  BIRTHDAY
On March 19th the

Thursday Club celebrated

35 years of fun and

friendship in a most

enjoyable manner. 

While eating nibbles and

drinking elderflower

pressé, we went

enthusiastically on a table

top Treasure Hunt around

County Durham, which

had been assembled for

us by Carolyn Blenkinsop

and we would like to thank

her very much indeed. 

The pace was fast and

furious and eventually

won by Kate, Leslie and

Carole along with two new

members, Pam and Sylvia.

They eventually found

their way to Diggerland

and located the little

yellow tractor. Their

efforts were rewarded

with chocolate Easter

Bunnies. The evening

ended with coffee and

Birthday Cake, orange

drizzle, coffee and walnut,

chocolate or cheesecake

baked by Jean, Christine,

Eileen and Olive. We all

enjoyed a really good

night and look forward to

the next 35 years! 

Thursday Club members studying the clues for the Treasure Hunt

Christina Hall and

Danielle Gibbons from

the Social Club decided

to put on an Easter

Party for children on

Saturday 4th April.

There was plenty to do

for the 60 or so children

who attended. A very

loud disco made it

impossible to talk, but

the children enjoyed

dancing enthusiastically

to every number. In

addition there was an

Easter Egg and Easter

Bonnet competition,

also lots of games.

The buffet  looked

appealing, so it turned

out  to  be a  great

afternoon for all those

who were there.

Any money raised

will go to their next

event.

Some of the children with organisers, Danielle

and Christina, at the Easter Party in the

Social Club.

EASTER   PARTY  AT  SOCIAL  CLUB
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Lanchester Community CentreLanchester Community CentreLanchester Community CentreLanchester Community CentreLanchester Community Centre

Large function hall with stage

Small function hall

Fully equipped catering kitchen

Separate dining room

Conference room

2 meeting rooms

Drinks licence or a full bar can be arranged

Fully equipped gym

Disabled access

Cinema facilities/3mtr screen

Free computer service

And much more!

Use us for Parties/Functions/Weddings or classes

Tel: 01207 521275

Take a look at our website: lanchestercommunity.wix.com/lanchester

Lanchester WI members

are proud and pleased to

celebrate two important

events this year. We mark

the centenary of our

national organisation and

also the 90th birthday of

Lanchester Village WI.

On Friday 27th March, we

held a celebratory Open

Evening in Croft View

Hall. We were joined by

many friends, including

members from other local

WI branches and we were

entertained by Julia

Soares McCormick and

her husband, ‘King

Henry VIII’. Julia is a keen

historian as well as a

skilled dress designer and

she became interested in

the Tudor period when

she was a child. They told

us some fascinating facts

about Tudor fashions and

customs and about the

life and death of several

prominent people. After

a lovely supper of

sandwiches, cake and

biscuits, we sat back and

listened to Windy Gyle

Folk Band. Their mix of

lovely laments, familiar

traditional songs and

amusing anecdotes

greatly pleased their

audience. We went home

happily, after enjoying a

really memorable

evening.

WI  CELEBRATIONS

Vice President Ann Carr gives the vote of thanks to our ‘Royal’ guests

Windy Gyle played some of their traditional toe tapping tunes.

A small party was held on

27th March in Lynwood

House to say goodbye

and good luck to Jill

Davison who was leaving

the Red Cross shop after

volunteering for 20 years.

Jill was a valued member

of the volunteering team

who will be much missed

especially during Red

Cross week when she

loved to help with the

street collection.

THANKS  TO  JILL

Jill (4th from left) with her Red Cross colleagues

A wonderful window display for Easter at the Red

Cross Shop

RED  CROSS  EASTER
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Beauty Therapist, Reflexologist,
Electrolysist, Reiki Master

Tel: 07910 080 209

11B Front Street
Lanchester  Durham

www.aurahealthbeauty.com
Email: aura.beauty@live.co.uk

Jacqueline A. Brough H.N.D., I.I.H.H.T., M.G.B.T.

Facebook: Jackie aura Durham

Personal one to one treatments

Lanchester Village
Taxis LTD.

Telephone 01207588888 Est. 1986

AIRPORTS OUR SPECIALITY

CARS - PEOPLE CARRIERS - MINI BUSES

Fully licensed and insured

24 Hr. number 07951 745335

Lanchester Based over 23 years

THE ODD JOB MAN
Providing an odd job service around

the Lanchester & Durham Area.

Fences, Hedges, Lawns

Flat pack furniture construction

Any other odd jobs around

the House & Garden.

Contact Simon on: 07863927105

Hallgarth Building
Hallgarth Terrace
Lanchester, DH7 0HS
Tel: (01207) 529192

ALL TYPES OF PLASTERING AND BRICKWORK

Re-Skims, Ceilings, Concreting, Pointing ... etc

Over 20 Years’ Experience.  All Work Guaranteed

Free Estimates.  No Job Too Small

QUALITY WORK AT AFFORDABLE PRICES

Telephone: (01207) 284881 Mobile: 07813 339467

Ring Jeni, Shannon, Natalie or Rea

 for an appointment

01207 520926

QUALITY CARE

FOR YOU AND YOUR HAIR

Est 15 years

The Patrons’ evening of

the Lanchester Male Voice

Choir is always a popular

event and the Community

Centre hall was filled to

capacity. Harry Carr

always arranges an

interesting programme

with excellent choral

singing and individual

performances. One of these

was a piano solo by Mrs

Noreen Bridgewater, who

always accompanies the

choir. She is a very talented

pianist and her Chopin solo

was absolutely beautiful.

The March meeting of

Lanchester Flower Club,

held in Lanchester

Community Centre on

25th March, was opened

by our Chair Lady Helen

Tomlinson. The

attendance was good

and everyone enjoyed a

lovely afternoon.  The

Demonstrator was

Rebecca Hough and her

theme was ‘Vibrant

Life’.  Rebecca produced

some beautiful

arrangements for us and

these were then raffled

to the delight of the

winners. We all then

enjoyed tea, coffee and

biscuits.

Our May meeting will be

on 27th May in

Lanchester Community

Centre at 2 pm.  Our

Speaker will be Megan

Watson  from

Thorntons, one of our

A  ‘VIBRANT’ AFTERNOON

favourite chocolate

makers. Everyone is

welcome so if you would

enjoy a relaxing friendly

afternoon, come along

and join us.

Demonstrator Rebecca Hough

LMVC  PATRONS’  EVENING

Mr Gordon Knighton

portrays characters from

various musicals extremely

well and we were not

disappointed as he sang,

in full regalia, ‘The Road to

Mandalay’. Mr Ian Tute

played his ukulele with

excellence, Mr Jim Russell

presented two humorous

poems and Mr Ken Dixon

gave a superb rendition

of ‘The Sunshine of Your

Smile’.

The programme was

followed by a delicious

buffet supper prepared by

Crinnions. The choice of

food was tremendous.

After the supper a quiz was

given out. It was all about

numbers and codes but

was not too difficult and it

led to lots of fun and

conversation. The evening

concluded with a raffle and

there were very good prizes

to win. Altogether it was a

very enjoyable evening

thanks to Harry and his

super choir and of course

excellent food. We will be

back for more next year!

Brenda Craddock

Choir Chairman John Wills addresses the Patrons
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26 Front Street,26 Front Street,26 Front Street,26 Front Street,26 Front Street,

Lanchester Co DurhamLanchester Co DurhamLanchester Co DurhamLanchester Co DurhamLanchester Co Durham

01207 52026501207 52026501207 52026501207 52026501207 520265

www.westlandsdentalstudio.co.uk.

Dental Health is what we are about at Westlands Dental
Studio and the prevention is at the heart of everything we

do to ensure you maintain a healthy smile of life.

Westlands Dental Studio dedicated to your Oral Health

Please ring 01207 520265 and speak to Dorothy for any
further information

ARE YOU LOOKING FOR THE SMILE OF YOUR DREAMS

EARLY MORNINGS from 8 am

LATE EVENINGS until 8 pm

and SATURDAYS until 12 noon

We also have Podiatry and Holistic Treatments available upon request

We are now here for:-

> WHITER SMILE

> PORCELAIN AND COMPOSITE VENEERS

> CROWNS AND BRIDGES

> 6 MONTH SMILE

> INVISALIGN

> INMAN ALIGNER

> DENTAL IMPLANTS

> SAME DAY TEETH - ALL ON 4 IMPLANTS

Dental, Cosmetic & Implant Studio

Lanchester Cricket Club

are delighted to announce

that the charity of the year

for the 2015 beer festival

will be the Bubble

Foundation UK.

The Bubble Foundation

UK raises funds for the

Children’s Bone Marrow

Transplant Unit at the Great

North Children’s Hospital.

Here they care for children

born without an immune

system who would

otherwise die before their

first birthday if left

untreated. They provide

medical equipment, toys

and educational aids,

welfare of the babies,

children and their families,

and most importantly fund

research required at this

cutting edge of paediatric

practice.

The Cricket Club has had a

long association with the

Bubble Foundation

beginning in 1993 when

nursing staff from the unit

played against Durham

Police squad with the

nurses winning!

Since then there have

been all kinds of

fundraising events

including pushing a bed

through the streets of

Lanchester!

At this year’s beer

festival there will be a

number of fundraising

events taking place over

the weekend.

The festival takes place

from Friday 22nd May -

Sunday 24th May 2015,

with tickets available for

daily and weekend rates.

Day tickets £7 (£9 on the

day) U18’s Free - when

accompanied by an adult.

Included in ticket:

Entry to event,

Free  commemorative glass,

Free programme,

2 free beer tokens.

Weekend tickets £12

(covering Saturday and

Sunday).

There are great bands

providing the

entertainment, with Sate

Express 5 on the Friday

sponsors-only night,

Smokin Spitfires on the

Saturday and last but not

least The Pretty Weeds

close on the Sunday.

For more information visit

w w w . l a n c h e s t e r

beerfestival.co.uk and

www.bubblefoundation.

org.uk

Late update: The required

number of sponsors has

almost been reached, with

only an odd beer needing

one. If you are interested

then get in touch through

the beer festival website.

The March meeting was

a great success and as

usual was held in the

Black Bull. A number of

new items were agreed

for  inclusion in the show:

We will be running a

demonstration ring where

local groups and

societies can

demonstrate their  area of

expertise such as karate,

dog agility, police, Hunt

Hounds and we are

currently canvassing

local opinion for what

people would  like to see.

We are also excited to

receive a donation of

support from the local

parish council of £300 to

go towards the running

of our new industrial

children’s tent so this

feature will definitely be

going ahead  with classes

in baking, art,

photography and crafts

as well as a few adult

classes too. Schedules

will be available in the

local schools and shops

in May.

We are also starting to

receive support from a

number of local

businesses sponsoring

some of our equine

classes and would like to

say thank you to Bescol

Motors of Consett who

will be sponsoring one

of our key showjumping

classes, as well as

sponsorship from

Holmeside Hall

Equestrian and Castle

House Saddlery.

If  you  would like to make

any suggestions for

other activities we

should have at the show

this year then  please

message helenfletcher

10@googlemail.com

The next meeting is at

the Black Bull on 27th

April.

AGRICULTURAL
SOCIETY  PLANS

AHEAD

LANCHESTER  BEER  FESTIVAL  LAUNCHED

The launch of the Beer Festival by:Denise Robertson, Broadcaster, Novelist

and Agony Aunt, Patron of the Bubble Foundation and 46 other charities;

Neil Graham, Chairman Lanchester Cricket Club; Gary Martin and Jim

Potts, Cricket Club; Gill Johnston, Fund Manager, Bubble Foundation.
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The Old Post Office - Luxury Bed & Breakfast
Stylish, rooms  full of comfort from luxuriously thick towelsStylish, rooms  full of comfort from luxuriously thick towelsStylish, rooms  full of comfort from luxuriously thick towelsStylish, rooms  full of comfort from luxuriously thick towelsStylish, rooms  full of comfort from luxuriously thick towels
to Egyptian cotton bedding as soft as down, locally sourcedto Egyptian cotton bedding as soft as down, locally sourcedto Egyptian cotton bedding as soft as down, locally sourcedto Egyptian cotton bedding as soft as down, locally sourcedto Egyptian cotton bedding as soft as down, locally sourced
breakfasts with eggs from our own hens and friendly hosts.breakfasts with eggs from our own hens and friendly hosts.breakfasts with eggs from our own hens and friendly hosts.breakfasts with eggs from our own hens and friendly hosts.breakfasts with eggs from our own hens and friendly hosts.

2 7  F r o n t  S t r e e t ,  L a n c h e s t e r,  D U R H A M ,  D H 7  0 L A  T e l :  0 1 2 0 7  5 2 8 4 2 0

www.theoldpostofficelanchester.com

Well we did it. We

managed to get through

our most difficult year

since we took over

responsibility for the

Community Centre from

Durham County Council

in 1992. We did not

recover all of the

expected loss in room

rental income but we did

secure some new

business and this

allowed us to return a

profit of £3,000 on our

Revenue Account, even

after repaying our

outstanding loan of

£25,500. A pretty good

effort by staff and

volunteers but we could

not have achieved this

without the £5,000 of

donations we received

from our residents and a

generous gift of £12,750

from our anonymous

donor. We have spent

£10,500 from our Capital

Account on improving

the building and

purchasing new

equipment for which we

were fortunate to receive

£7,500 in grants.

We have obtained a

£2,000 grant from the

County Durham

Community Foundation

and this was financed by

contributions from the

EDF Energy  High Hedley

Hope 11 and the EDF

Energy Langley Wind

Farm Community Benefit

Funds. This has been

used to replace the

cabinets in the Small Hall

Coffee Bar and to

refurbish the upstairs

room. We were also

fortunate to receive a

£400 grant from the Mid

Durham Area Action

Partnership and this has

been used to install

Light Emitting Diodes

(LED) in the two upstairs

rooms. We have also

received a grant of £500

from The Civic Pride

Neighbourhood Fund to

improve our gardens

and surrounding areas.

The Community Centre

is in pretty good shape.

The f inances are

sound and the building

is looking good but we

st i l l  need to  ra ise

between £10,000 and

£20,000 in grants and

donations each year to

make major repairs and

improvements to the

building so, please,

keep the donat ions

coming in and we will

ensure that you will

have one of the best

Community Centres in

the country.

Arthur  Maughan,

MBE, Chairman

COMMUNITY  CENTRE
NEWSLETTER

Although ‘The Old Post

Office’ Luxury Bed and

Breakfast in Lanchester

has only been open for

less than a year, it has

established itself as a

high quality

establishment. The

owners Keith and Pauline

Gill opened their doors for

business in June 2014 and

since then have not only

achieved a Gold 4 Star AA

grading but have now

added the ‘Taste

Durham’ award for food,

achieving the top level of

‘Higher Quality Assured

and Local Produce

Champion’.

There are only 2 B&B’s in

this category, the other

being in Wolsingham.

Having being recognised

for very high standards

Keith and Pauline are

determined to maintain the

standards of delivering a

great guest experience in

the future.

THE  OLD  POST  OFFICE  WINS
REGIONAL  FOOD  AWARD

Keith and Pauline Gill
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DOUBLE GLAZING

SPECIALIST

A D V A N C E D
DECORATING
FREE ESTIMATES

David Gallagher
Painter and Decorator

4 Woodside Tce,

Stanley

Co. Durham DH9 7HG
01207 231338

07887 881396

davidg3001@talktalk.net

www.advanced-decorating.org.uk

NEAR HELMSLEY, NORTH YORKSHIRE

BED LINEN & TOWELS ARE PROVIDED

PARKING & GARAGE

SLEEPS 2-6. NON-SMOKERS

EXCELLENT CONDITION

CONTACT KATHY SINGLETON

PH. 01332 662109

HOLIDAY COTTAGE TO RENT

A Craft Fair was held

at  the Community

Centre on Saturday

morning, 21st March,

for the two Derwentside

Explorer Scouts,

Dominic Biasi and Jude

Shilcock, who will be

Henry Dancer Days’

Fourth Charity Ball took

place on Saturday 11th

April at Beamish Hall

Hotel Wintergardens,

raising an amazing £2,500.

140 people attended and

dined, then danced the

night away to Shakedown,

the fabulous wedding

band. A special

appearance was made by

Shelley O’Brien, who is

the storyteller working in

the RVI with children

undergoing treatment

on behalf of Henry

Dancer Days. She

entertained Ball-goers

with two traditional tales.

Jane, Henry’s Mum

would like to thank

everyone involved with

the event.

REMINDER:

25th April, 12-4 pm. The

setting off for the World

Jamboree sometime in

July this year.  They

will be in Japan for three

weeks and whils t

there ,  as  wel l  as

camping,  they wil l

spend about three days

with a family and visit

Tokyo.

At the fair they ran their

own tombola. There

were teas/coffee and

over a dozen tables

selling top quality crafts

of many varieties. There

were some familiar faces

running the stalls from

past Craft Fairs at the

Community Centre.

Business seemed to be

quite brisk during mid

morning, despite many

people litter picking for

the annual spring clean

up in the village and

competition at St Bede’s

School from Willow

Burn Hospice Spring

Fair.

Louisa Centre, Stanley -

Stanley Storm Charity

Netball Tournament

25th April, 7 for 7.30 pm.

Lanchester Community

Centre - 2nd Big Folk and

Country Concert

23rd May, 12 noon.

Longhirst Hall Golf Club -

Charity Golf Day

Please contact Jane at

henrydancerdays@aol.

com or on 07947 668993.

DERWENTSIDE  EXPLORERS  FUNDRAISER

Some lovely smiling faces on this busy stall displaying cards etc.

Dominic Biasi and Jude Shilcock who later this

year will be off to Japan for the World Jamboree.

HAVING  A  BALL  FOR  HENRY!

The Charity Ball at Beamish Hall Hotel Wintergardens in aid of

Henry Dancer Days

The total raised on the

day was £300 which was

excellent, particularly in

the circumstances.

DENESIDE
TAXIS

Local friendly service

Competitive rates

Tel: LANCHESTER

528882

(Kevin)
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Ron and Maralyn O’Keefe
are pleased to tell you that

The Glass & Art Gallery

Tel: 01207 583353  Email: glassandartgallery@live.co.uk

Medomsley Road, Consett

has new, beautiful gifts and unique artwork arriving
every week giving you plenty of choice for every

occasion.

15 years in business and even more wonderful
items to choose from.

These may be tough times but our prices are still
very gentle. Come and visit us and see for yourself.

9.30 am to 4.30 pm Monday to Saturday

Visit our online shop on Facebook
- The Glass and Art Gallery

In March, St Bede’s

School invited their

feeder primary schools

to join together in a

Festival of Dance. The

Festival is part of the

extensive Induction

Programme in which

youngsters are invited

into the Secondary

school and become

familiar with its staff,

subjects and ethos. The

pupils learned a dance

and then presented it to

the other schools, with

Year 10 and 11 PE

students taking on the

responsibility of

coaching the

performers. The event

was thoroughly

enjoyed by everyone;

the primary pupils

learned a lot about

dance and movement,

team work and

performing to an

audience, while the

senior students showed

patience and flair in their

role as dance teachers!

SPRING  DANCE  FESTIVAL  AT  ST  BEDE’S   SCHOOL

Pupils from All Saints’ Primary school and St Patrick’s school strut

their stuff

Pupils from All Saints’

Catholic Primary School

rolled up their sleeves and

enjoyed an Easter Crafts

session.  Parent Support

Adviser Ruth Foreman

demonstrated to

TIME  FOR  EASTER
EGGS  AND  RABBITS!

youngsters and their

parents how various

fabrics could be used to

make colourful eggs and

how envelopes could

easily be made into

decorative Easter rabbits.

Look at our eggs!

‘Friends of the All Saints’ Primary’ organised Saturday afternoon 28th March to help children make Easter crafts. Here we

show some of those children involved and having a great time.

EASTER  CRAFTS



The Village Voice  Page 17

Despite the short notice

for this fair, supporters

of their favourite cause

still turned up in large

numbers. There was

competition too in the

village with the annual

Litterpick going on and

another fair for the

Explorer Scouts in the

Community Centre. As

usual Terry Lewins was

lively on the sound

system with his humour

Jack enjoying the moment with face painter and friends.

WILLOW  BURN  FAIR

Kay McKinnell (second left) who had her head

shaved for Willow Burn, working on the Easter

Egg Tombola.

and advice as to what

was going on.

Most stalls were fairly

busy by mid morning.

There were raffles,

tombolas, all good

money makers, plus

cakes and a good variety

of craft type stalls.

The profit was an

excellent £2495 and if

matched funding is

provided it will be

substantially more.
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CALL BARRY ON: (01207) 528139 OR (MOBILE):  07717174739

Gas  Safe   &  Oil  Service  Engineers

LANCHESTER PLUMBING & HEATING LTD

FROM  A  LEAKING  TAP TO  COMPLETE

CENTRAL  HEATING  SYSTEM

COMPETITIVE  QUOTES ~ FREE  ADVICE ~ NO  CALL  OUT  CHARGE

 NO JOB TOO SMALL

info@alexander-lettings.co.uk
www.alexander-lettings.co.uk

PLEASE USE YOUR LOCAL

ESTATE  AGENT

Frustrated that your agent is not

achieving the right results for you!

Why not instruct the local guy.

LETTING or SELLING
your property. Call for a

FREE VALUATION NO SALE NO FEE

“You have nothing to lose”

Tel 529900

Continued from back page

She was rescued by the

Felledge Animal and

Equine Centre, whose

dedicated and patient team

of vets and equine

specialists started Cassie’s

long road to recovery.

Following operations,

medication and gentle

handling, Cassie gradually

became the characterful and

cheeky pony she is today.

Cassie is loving life at

Colepike Mill, where she is a

valuable teaching pony to

the many pupils who enjoy

riding lessons at the farm.

She is so happy to have a

loving family and other

horses and ponies around

her. The RSPCA

commented “Cassie’s a

beauty and it’s a fantastic

photo ...  it’s a pleasure to

feature her”. The photo,

which was captured by

Barbara’s son Scott,

received thousands of

‘likes’ on the RSPCA’s

Facebook page.

Continued from back page

the high winds prevalent

on the day. At the

Allenheads Control

there is a café and

Nenthead a pub for those

wishing rest, food and

drink. There is also a bike

shop adjacent to the

Nenthead Control which

carries bike food, spares

and repairs can be

carried out.

It was a great day out for

cycling enthusiasts,

most of whom do not

seem to worry about the

inclement conditions. It

is not a race but this

particular event

appeared to be a great

challenge for many for

the 60 riders. There was

a prize draw for a £25

M&S voucher for those

who completed their

Control Card at the

finish.

 RESCUE
PONY

KILLHOPE
RELIABILITY

TRIAL
100km

In 1935, my great-

grandparents, Joe and

Sarah Jane Dent, bought

Partridge Close Farm on

the outskirts of

Lanchester.  It was their

custom to refer to the

farm’s outbuildings in

grandiose academic terms

- the byre being ‘the

academy’ and the stables

‘the museum’ etc. Where

this custom originated, and

whether it preceded the

Dents’ arrival at Partridge

is not known, but what is

certain is that Partridge

Close did once operate as

a school. In the early 1800s,

Partridge Close Farm was

the residence of the

Reverend Edward

Marshall. Aged 25, he was

nominated curate of Satley

by Rev Joseph Walker,

Perpetual Curate of

Lanchester and was

licensed on 17th April

1805. In order to

supplement his income,

Rev Marshall ran a private

school at Partridge Close

(then called Patrick’s

Close), where children of

the local well-to-do could

acquire a classical

education in preparation

for University and entry to

the professions. One  pupil

was Mr David Comyn

Balleny of Greencroft Hall,

born in 1805, the son of Dr

William Balleny, a surgeon

in the Royal Navy. Mr

Balleny trained as a

solicitor before going to

sea. He ultimately came

back to Greencroft, living

out his days as a gentleman

farmer. Little is known

about the academy at

Partridge Close. It is

unlikely to have run longer

than 15 years since

Reverend Marshall died

suddenly on 21st April

1820, aged only 40. Mr J W

Fawcett, historian of

Satley, records that he is

buried at Satley, on the

south side of the Church,

in a ‘nameless grave’.

Reverend Marshall left a

wife, Ann (nee Wardell),

and four small children -

Mary (born 1813), James

(1815), George (1817) and

Sarah Jane (1819). His will

left the property to his father

in law, George Wardell Esq

of Edmondsley, with

instruction that it should

be sold to settle debts. It

seems that Mrs Marshall

returned, with her children,

to her parents’ home and

indeed the 1841 Census

shows her living at Witton

Gilbert.  She died in 1863.

I would be pleased to hear

from anyone who has any

knowledge of Partridge

Close at this time, and

particularly of Rev

Marshall’s Academy.

Heather Thompson

PARTRIDGE  CLOSE  ACADEMY
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The big news as the

season starts is that the

clubhouse and the

changing rooms have

been refurbished. Dave

Black did all the work for

the changing rooms at

the start of the year and

it is great to have some

decent facilities. He also

replaced all of the

windows at the club

when the clubhouse was

done. Dan Ruddick and

his crew have done a

fantastic job, as the

clubhouse has been

transformed with new

bar, flooring, ceiling,

carpets, lighting and the

toilets have been fully

replaced. Some of the

furniture has been

replaced too. This has

all been possible thanks

to some grants that the

club successfully

obtained and it has been

fantastic to get more or

less everything done at

the same time.

Additionally Steve and

Ann McPhail and

George Wilkinson have

put some shifts in,

tidying the place up and

doing some of the

external decorating to

get everything ship

shape for the playing

season. Of course no one

does more work than

John Bell as he looks to

get the field in as good a

shape as possible. We

just need the players to

get their collective

fingers out and make it

all worthwhile. The

first team are home first

as  they entertain

Ashington with the

seconds reversing the

fixture. The thirds will

start at home to Lintz the

following weekend. The

under 11s and 13s start

with home games

against Leadgate, with

the 15s home v Ryton

and the 18s playing a

new big bash at

Leadgate against the

hosts and Greenside.

By the time you read this

Lanchester bowling green

will be open for practice.

Matches will start in the

first week of May. You

can find out about the

club and read the fixture

list on our website -

bowlingclub.wix.com/

lanchester.

Get together sessions

for beginners and

improvers are held on

Thursday afternoons,

1.45 for a 2 pm start

(weather permitting).

New members are

always welcome to come

and try the game - you

just need flat shoes.

Those interested in the

club’s history may like to

watch this video from

about 28 years ago, http:

//leadgatevillage.com/

leadgate-bowling-club/

which includes a veterans

match between Leadgate

and Lanchester played

on our green.

From the first weekend in

May, the 2015 tennis

summer season will start

at the grass courts on Ford

Road, Lanchester.

Following a busy winter

indoors and on the Green

School courts, members

are looking forward to

some good summer

tennis.

With several junior teams

and a ladies veteran team

entered into the district

leagues, including the

triumphant winter league

under 8 winners, the club

hopes to be competitive

at all levels.

Forthcoming events

include not only the

annual Strawberry Tea

and Barbeque, but also

the Great British Tennis

Weekend (GBTW). This

event in conjunction with

the Lawn Tennis

Association (LTA) will

provide anyone with the

opportunity to play

tennis for free.

The afternoon will include

sessions on cardio tennis,

target practice general

tennis and, for the little

ones, mini tennis and use

of the tennis factory. The

date for this event is

Sunday 17th May from

1-4  pm. Booking is online

at the GBTW website,

linked to Lanchester

Lawn Tennis Club.

Coaching sessions will

begin at the grass courts

on Monday 11th May.

Times as follows:

5 to 8 years 4.30 - 5.30 pm,

9 to12 years 5.30 - 6.30 pm

13 years to adult 6.30 -

7.30 pm.

Cost is £3 for members

and £5 for non-members.

For full details on the

tennis club, please

contact Dennis Laycock

on 01207 520278.

CRICKET  NEWS BOWLING  CLUB  IS  OPEN

TENNIS:  SUMMER  SEASON BEGINS
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CROSSWORD  108

There were only 9

entries in last month’s

c r o s s w o r d

competition.

Congratulations to

Jim Rafferty of

Greenwell Park who

was the winner in the

draw and will receive

the £10 prize.

CROSSWORD 107

Please send your entries (by deadline date on back

page) to The Village Voice, c/o Lanchester Community

Centre, Newbiggen Lane, Lanchester, DH7 0HY.

There is just one simple rule in Sudoku.  Each row and each column must contain

the numbers 1 to 9, and so must each 3 x 3 box.  See next month for answers.

SUDOKU

Name __________________________________

Address ________________________________

ANSWERS TO CROSSWORD 107

LAST MONTH’S SUDOKU ANSWER

ACROSS

6. Tailless feline (4,3)

7. Mature (5)

9. Substandard (4)

10. Honourable fellow

(7-3)

11. Refuse (8)

13. Pot stand (6)

15. Unwise (4)

17. Constellation (5)

18. Fibre used in sacks

(4)

19. Sheepdog (6)

20. Bleeding Heart

found in gardens (8)

23. Malnourishment

(10)

26. Positive check

mark (4)

27. Hidden and silent

(5)

28. Card game (7)

DOWN

1. Now hardly a pop

artist (4,6)

2. Real (6)

3. Goes with dog, film,

chamber and light

(4)

4. Scare (8)

5. Tiff (4)

6. Civilian dress (5)

8. Closest (7)

12. Strange (5)

14. Court order (10)

16. Selected (7)

17. Wheeler-dealer (8)

21. Type of tooth (6)

22. Toxin found in

former ICI nerve

centre (5)

24. Fury (4)

25. Children’s game

(1-3)

ACROSS

5. somnambulator

8. break ranks

9. chip

10. once

11. suzerainty

12. counterfeiter

15. airbrushed

17. stop

18. akin

19. intestinal

20. not on your life

DOWN

1. impale

2. bar reset

3. closer

4. stockist

5. spring chicken

6. Benazir Bhutto

7. reinterrogate

13. urbanity

14. end users

16. unions

17. spirit

E L E C T R I C A L  S E R V I C EE L E C T R I C A L  S E R V I C EE L E C T R I C A L  S E R V I C EE L E C T R I C A L  S E R V I C EE L E C T R I C A L  S E R V I C E
F R E D  M c A LF R E D  M c A LF R E D  M c A LF R E D  M c A LF R E D  M c A L OOOOO A NA NA NA NA N

0 7 8 1  3 2 0 2  4 7 00 7 8 1  3 2 0 2  4 7 00 7 8 1  3 2 0 2  4 7 00 7 8 1  3 2 0 2  4 7 00 7 8 1  3 2 0 2  4 7 0
0 1 2 0 7  5 0 0 7 7 00 1 2 0 7  5 0 0 7 7 00 1 2 0 7  5 0 0 7 7 00 1 2 0 7  5 0 0 7 7 00 1 2 0 7  5 0 0 7 7 0

Free Estimate & Friendly Advice

Additional Sockets, Lighting, Showers
Cooker Points, Full or Part Rewires

RELIABLE & DEPENDABLE SERVICE
NO JOB TOO SMALL   PART P REGISTERED

Painting and Decorating Services
Free Quotations

Quality Workmanship by Experienced
Decorator with 40 years experience

Telephone 07813349024 or
01207 658534

L & FM Hopper
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LANCHESTER SOCIAL CLUB

NEWBIGGEN LANE LANCHESTER  DH7 0PF

FOUNDED IN 1959

NEW MEMBERS ALWAYS WELCOME

èèèèèWARM FRIENDLY ATMOSPHERE

èèèèèFRONT BEER GARDEN AVAILABLE

èèèèè50/50 DANCING FRIDAY NIGHTS

èèèèèENTERTAINMENT EVERY

SATURDAY NIGHT

Concert room with seating for 180 available for functions

to any member of the community

Contact Richard Young or Trish Bennett on 01207 520475

or 01207 528304 for further information

3 Course Meal Sunday (All Day) and
Tuesday to Saturday 12 to 7pm Only £6.95

Traditional Homemade Greek Cuisine

Ring 01207 438161
Take Away and Delivery available

Lunch time special Mon. to Sat.
3 courses £4.95 12-2pm

DAVISONS
We have

That Outfit!!
 for your special
occasion at very
competitive prices.

Front Street, Leadgate
01207 502355

Come and visit us today

Mobile PC Engineer
No Call-out Charges

Reasonable Rates

Cisco Certified

Repairs, Servicing, Upgrades, Diagnostics
Who you Gonna Call?

Crashbusters.
0191 389 0900 or 07855581013

email: crashbusters@gmail.com

www.crashbusters.co.uk

RECIPE  OF  THE  MONTH

A very simple curried

beef soup. If you’ve tried

it from a can, this one is

so much nicer! Serves 4.

1 red onion, peeled and

roughly chopped

1 carrot, peeled and

roughly chopped

1 red pepper, chopped

6 cloves of garlic, peeled

A thumb-sized piece of

fresh ginger, peeled and

chopped

Half fresh red chilli,

deseeded and finely

chopped

Sprigs of coriander

stalks finely chopped,

leaves kept separate

2 tbsp curry powder

1 tbsp tomato purée

200 g stewing beef

2 cans plum tomatoes

1 litre beef or chicken

stock

Sea salt and freshly

ground black pepper

A small tub of natural

yoghurt

METHOD

1. Get a saucepan big

enough to hold all the

ingredients and heat until

it’s medium hot.

2. Add a splash of cooking

oil and the onion, carrot,

pepper, garlic, ginger,

chilli and coriander stalks.

Cook gently until soft.

Add the curry powder,

tomato purée and stir well

before adding the beef,

tomatoes, stock and a

level teaspoon of salt

and some freshly

ground black pepper.

3. Bring to the boil and

simmer very gently for 2

hours, until the beef is

very soft. Keep an eye on

the liquid, topping it up

with a splash of water

when it starts to go down.

Take off the heat and

whizz the soup with a

hand blender until

smooth, or use a food

processor to do this. OR-

just break up the lumps

with a wooden spoon,

which is what I always

do, as this gives you a

chunky finish.

4) Taste and add

seasonings to taste and

boiling water to thin the

soup if you need to. Serve

with a blob of yoghurt

and scatter some

chopped coriander

leaves on top.

Serve with crusty bread,

jacket potatoes or your

accompaniment of

choice.

Spicy Mulligatawny Soup

LADIES  WHO  LUNCH

We’ve been to the Ramside

Hotel before but never to

the Rib Room, as we had

always felt that the main

course portions would be

rather large, so the last time

we were out we decided to

lunch in the Rib Room on

starters + puds and it

worked really well.

It’s a highly decorated

venue with definite

background music. Our

table was all ready for us

and although the service

was very relaxed it was

attentive when needed.

It is an expensive menu,

but you have to have a

treat now and then.  We

sampled Sticky Durham

Belly Ribs in a barbecue

glaze, Pressed Confit

Belly Pork served with

Black Pudding and a baby

Toffee Apple, Dressed

Hartlepool Crab served

with Guiness Bread and

Pan fried Chicken

Livers with Puy Lentils,

Mini Parsnip Fondant

and Balsamic jus. To all

these we added side

orders of either sweet

potato fries or red

cabbage or spinach. 

Puds were Spiced apple

crumble cheesecake,

Spiced poached pears

in a winter fruit soup,

Traditional Eve’s

pudding with custard,

Orange and Cointreau

Crème Brulée with white

chocolate shortbread

and Chocolate and

Baileys truffle.

All the food was very

good and we had a most

enjoyable lunch.

Now - where can we go

next time to try

something different?

The Gourmet Girls
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WHAWHAWHAWHAWHAT’S ON?T’S ON?T’S ON?T’S ON?T’S ON?

Open House
Join us in the Chapter

House of the Parish Church

on Thursday 7th May

11.30 am to 1.00 pm for a

light lunch.

PACT meeting
The next PACT meeting

will be on Tuesday 5th May

at 6.30 pm at Burnhope

Primary School.  All

welcome.

Vintage Tractor
Club

The next meeting will be

held on Wednesday 6th

May at 7.30 pm in

Crinnions.

Flower Club
Our May meeting on

Wednesday27th at 2.00 pm

in the Community Centre.

Our speaker will be Megan

Watson from Thorntons,

one of our favourite

chocolate makers. If you

would enjoy a relaxing

friendly afternoon come

along and join us,

 Short Circuit
Walks

Venue: Angel of the

North

Date: May 9th

OS Ref:NZ264578

DH3 4JG

Miles: 5

Leader: Peter Andrews

Phone: 01914161677

The search for the elusive

bluebells goes on. We

shall explore the tracks and

waggonways that weave

wonderful patterns across

this landscape before

entering sunny glades with

their own magic.

CP on northbound lane of

A167 from Eighton

Roundabout.

Country
Market

The next market will take

place on Saturday 2nd

May  from 10 am to 12

noon in the Methodist

Church.

Venue: Craster and

Dunstanburgh

Date: May 23rd

OS Ref:NU258199

NE66 3TP

Miles: 5.5

Leader: Pauline Sewell

Phone: 01914207604

Ruined castles, secluded

harbours and tiny fishing

communities are all part

of our rich heritage and

you can take some

kippers home for your tea.

Mostly level walking but

a lot of sand.

CP on approach road to

Craster, pay at meter.

 Lanchester
Social Club

Saturday 2nd May Jonny

Black,  FabulousVocalist

Sunday      3rd  May   Sunday

Night Buskers

Saturday 9th May

Michael Carr, Young

Vocalist

Sunday 10th May   Sunday

Night Buskers

Saturday 16th May Dru

Gerard,  Young  Singer

Sunday 17th May  Sunday

Night Buskers

Saturday 23rd May

Ashleigh, Top Female

Singer

Sunday 24th  May Sunday

Night Buskers

Saturday 30th May Kristen

Knight,Great Young

Singer

Sunday 31st May Sunday

Night Buskers.

Derwentside Singers are

planning a performance

in May at Christ Church,

Consett, in aid of the

Consett and Stanley

Fundraising Group of

Marie Curie Cancer Care.

The singers will offer a

wide range of music

including solos, songs

from well-known musicals

and classical pieces.  A

raffle and light

refreshments will be

available in the church

hall during the interval.

All money raised will go

to Marie Curie to help

the organisation in its

work caring for those

with cancer and other

long-term illnesses.

The concert is on

Thursday May 21st at

7.00 pm, in Christ

Church.  Admission is

£5.00, payable at the

door or by ticket

reservations on 01207

591194.

Concert details 01207

591194.

Thursday Club
There will be no meeting

of the Thursday Club in

the Community

Centre.Instead we will be

off to Leyburn and a visit

to Tennants on May 14th.

The bus will leave

Lanchester at 8.30am from

opposite Cooplands.

Local History
Society

The next meeting of the

Society will be on Friday

1st May at 7.00 pm  in the

Community Centre. The

speaker will be Tony

Smith who will  talk about

Hardwick Park.  Visitors

are most welcome.

Ushaw, Open
for all

I recently discovered a

programme of concerts

and events at Ushaw

College from a leaflet

picked up from a local

tourist information point.

The events are held in the

stunning St Cuthbert’s

Chapel or Exhibition Hall

and Theatre.

The new May to July

programme includes

organ recitals and musical

events including the

Ushaw String Quartet.

More information can be

found on

www.ushaw.org.

I have attended previous

concerts, the quartet

played their second

concert on April 4th

playing Haydn’s Seven

last Words in the Chapel.

The acoustics were

stunning. Having not

heard the piece before I

was in for a treat; each

instrument sang out in the

chapel clearly,

individually and together.

The piece ended in the

‘Earthquake’ sonata. The

concerts are

approximately one hour

long.

The Chapel, Café and Gift

shop are open for

refreshments every

Saturday from 12.00 to

5pm where you can also

access the gardens, and

until May 2nd the

Westminster vestment

used at the funeral of

Richard III is on display.

The next organ recital is

on May 16th at 2.30 pm

(retiring collection), and

the Ushaw String Quartet

concert is on May 30th at

3pm (£6).         Enjoy.

Jane Friesner.

Community
Centre Coffee

Morning
The Community Centre

will be holding a coffee

morning on Thursday

14th May from 9.30 -

11 am.

Paradiso Club
The next Social is on May

10th at 7.00 pm and, after

refreshments,will screen

the film ‘Philomena’

starring Judy Dench.

Concert for
Marie Curie
Cancer Care
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Advertising in the Village Voice
Advertising your business in the Village Voice could not be easier, just give us a ring and we will do

the rest. We offer a free design service to prepare a unique  advert promoting your business in 2700

homes in and around Lanchester. The cost starts at £15 per month for a credit card size advert.

You can advertise for one month or every month, it’s up to you.

Just contact John Hurran and he will do the rest.

Contact details:- Phone 01207 520288 or Mobile 07952836475

Email villagevoiceadverts@talktalk.net

Adult Wildlife
Group

The meeting on 12th May

at 7.30 pm  is  in  the

Community  Centre     and   is

on Limestone landscapes

with Anne Kelly.

To mark Red Cross Week,

3rd to 9th May, we are

holding several events

throughout  the  month.

Red Cross week is held

each year to

commemorate the

founder Henry Dunant.

Please call into the shop

for further details.We do

look forward to meeting

you at the events and

your continued support.

Events that we have

organised during this

time are listed below:

Fashion Open Evening

on   Wednesday  6th

May, 5-7 pm, Lanchester

Red Cross shop. Brand

name clothing,

accessories and

jewellery, Raffle and

Refreshments.

Children’s   Event    &

Street  Collection

Saturday 9th May,

9.30 am - 12.30 pm,

Lanchester Red Cross

Shop. Half price on

children’s clothes.

Offers on Toys and

Books, Lucky Dip and

Face Painting 10.00 am

to 12.00 noon.

Ladies Lunch

Thursday 14th May,    at

Finbarr’s Durham.

Guest speaker Pat Glass

MP. Cost: £22.50.

Coffee Morning

Thursday 28th May,

9.30 - 11.45 am,

Lanchester Methodist

Church.

We meet again on

Monday May 11th, the

second Monday of the

month, as May Day

occurs the previous

week.Our venue is the

small hall of the

Community Centre and

the meeting starts at

7.15 pm. Our speaker

will be Owain Harris

and he wil l  be

describing the work of

Northumbria  Blood

Bikes, as they carry out

e m e r g e n c y

transportat ion of

medical supplies.

The competition this

month will be ‘A Medical

Tip’ and we look forward

to seeing some useful

hints.

There are still seats

available for our summer

outing in July, so please

enquire about this and

make sure you keep up

to date with details of

future events.

Many thanks to

everyone who

supported our recent

Open Evening. It was a

great success and

thanks for all the

messages wishing us

well in our 90th year!

Junior/Family
Wildlife Group

Meet on Sunday 10th

May at Malton Car Park.

The Computers 4 All

team at the Community

Centre invite anyone

interested in how to use

computers to the

sessions on Mondays

and Thursdays from

9.30am until 11.30 am.

Our team will either help

you get started or improve

the skills you have.

Basic training can be

given on Windows XP,

Windows 7 and 8.

You can use our PC’s

and laptops, or bring

your own laptop and

help with tablets is also

offered.

Help is available for Web

search, emails, photo

editing and word

processing.

From May and each

subsequent month we

concentrate on one

subject per month. We

will start the May

sessions on ‘Web

Search’ which will include

different search engines

and help with changing

engines, saving or

removing favourites and

tips to help you

understand them. Every

month the topic for the

following month will

appear  in the ‘What’s

On’ section of the Village

Voice.

Healthy Horizons, a

project aiming to get older

people active has

programmed several new

sessions in Lanchester.

Funded by Mid Durham

AAP and Durham County

Council Culture & Sport

and Public Health, the

scheme provides

structured physical

activity sessions for both

men and women in their

local community.

Sessions in Lanchester

are provided by

Leisureworks and include

Pilates at Lynwood House

every Monday and

Thursday between 1.00

and 2.00 pm, Fitsteps at St

Bede’s Comprehensive

School every Monday

between 6.00 and 7.00 pm,

Seated Aerobics at Croft

View Halls every Tuesday

between 1.00 and 2.00 pm

and Metafit at Lynwood

House every Thursday

between 5.00 and 5.30 pm.

Admission to Pilates,

Fitsteps and Seated

Aerobics is £2.50, Metafit

is £3.00.

Pilates at Lynwood House

has proved particularly

popular. The venue is

ideal for the type of

activity and it was one of

the factors that initially

attracted Jenny, a

participant, “The space

we work in adds

something to the class, it

is light and airy, it does

something to the

energy”.  Jenny comes

along to both sessions

because, “It’s a lovely

friendly group and it’s so

lovely to work with a peer

group as in the past I have

gone to more energetic

sessions with much

younger people and

injuries have happened.”

She doesn’t worry about

injuries because: “David

the instructor is great, he

does things with a light

touch, but challenges

without pressurising. The

session improves fitness

and flexibility in a safe

environment.”

Mid Durham AAP

Co-ordinator, Andy

Coulthard commented,

“Healthy Horizons is a

fantastic programme for

non-sporty or inactive

older people to get into

exercise. The sessions we

have supported in

Lanchester are suitable

for all abilities. Men and

women are welcome to

attend. The instructors

are really friendly and make

sure all users are given a

warm welcome. Come

along and give it a go -

your first session is FREE!”

Healthy Horizons also

delivers sessions in

neighbouring Langley

Park, Sacriston and

Stanley. For further

information please

contact Laura Hood at

Leisureworks on 01207

218874.

HEALTHY  HORIZONSComputers 4 AllRed Cross May
Events

Lanchester WI
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“Felledge Cassie”, a

pony who was adopted

by Colepike Mill Riding

School, Lanchester, has

created a stir on the

popular social

networking site after

winning a photo

competition organised by

the RSPCA. The

competition asked for

photos of rescue horses

and ponies in their new

homes, as part of an

initiative by the RSPCA

to promote ‘Homes for

Horses’. There were over

200 entries and Cassie

was chosen as the winner,

being showcased on the

official Facebook page of

the RSPCA, which is

followed by over half a

million people.

Cassie, who was given

her much-needed forever

home by Barbara Inglis-

Kidger and family of

Colepike Mill in 2010, had

an unfortunate and sad

start to her life, being

cruelly neglected and

starved by her owners.
Continued on page 18

LOCAL  RESCUE  PONY  BECOMES  FACEBOOK  FAMOUS

Cassie the rescued pony looking content in her new surroundings.  Photo, Scott Inglis-Kidger 2015

Of the 72 entrants in this

now established cycling

event organised by

Houghton Cycling Club,

there were 60 starters.

Sunday 29th March was

not the best day for

cycling, with riders

experiencing a high

headwind and rain as

they set off towards

Stanhope and

Edmundbyers.

Start time was anywhere

between 8.30 and 9.00 am

with most riders

returning to the

Community Centre for

snacks and drinks

between 2.00 and

4.00 pm. One rider fell at

a cattle grid but there

KILLHOPE  RELIABILITY  TRIAL  100km
were no serious injuries.

One or two got slightly

lost and covered slightly

more kilometres than

expected but accepted

the situation

lightheartedly.

The route was well

mapped out with

warnings of dangerous

corners and steep hills.

There were four Control

Points. Steep descents

were indicated on the

route map at

Muggleswick 11km (plus

hairpin bend), Rookhope

33km, Killhope Cross

55km and Rowley 90km,

where extra care needed

to be taken especially in

Continued on page 18

Two riders on the very last yards of the 100km ride, Mark Kidger NE31

Triathlon Club (left) and Paul Brown of the newly established South

Shields Velo Cycling Club.


